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FRIDAY 13TH MARCH
• SPORTY NON UNIFORM £1 DONATION
• WHOLE SCHOOL FUN RUN
• FOOD BANK COLLECTION. (SEE PAGE 7 DETAILS)

Hi all,   

What a busy few weeks for Ivanhoe. 

World Book Day saw a range of events held in school: Drop everything and Listen (DEAL) where every teacher 
read to every class, book swaps and tutor group competitions. Our aim is to get everyone reading more.   The 
ages of 11-14 is a key age where students reading habits tend to drop off.  As parents, you can play a huge role in 
encouraging your child to continue reading for pleasure. The following link has some excellent tips on how to get 
your teen reading more at home https://www.booktrust.org.uk/

Steam Show - I’m still reflecting on what an incredible STEAM show we had last week.  The hard work put in 
by all the students (and staff) led to some truly fabulous results. A huge well done and thank you to those parents 
who came along and supported this fantastic event.  

This week I’m looking forward to another successful parents evening on Tuesday with 7A, and particularly looking 
forward to seeing all of the Sports Relief activities planned for P5 this Friday13th March. Remember that all 
students need to be in their sports kit.

Coronavirus Update   Ivanhoe is following advice from the Department for Education (DfE) to minimise 
risk at Ivanhoe.  This is being updated daily. We have increased the regularity of cleaning the biometrics and door 
plates along with more regular toilet cleaning. We refill the liquid soap at least twice daily dependent on need. We 
have positioned hand sanitiser near eating outlets and toilets which are also regularly refilled.  We have shared 
information about effective hand washing with students and this is displayed on screens across the school. I would 
encourage you to send your child in with their own bottle of hand sanitiser and tissues to support their personal 
hygiene.  In the event of a diagnosed case in Ashby, we will be contacted by the Department of Health and Social 
Care who will provide us with specific advice and support.  Please follow the link to our website for more regular 
updates from the DfE. https://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/news/corona-virus-update-

Age Range Change at Ivanhoe - There has been much talk in the community about this issue.  The 
Ashby Secondary Schools have not yet applied or had the go ahead from the government to proceed with age 
range change. However, we have already begun strategic planning for the change and intend to notify staff and 
parents of a start date as soon as an agreement has been reached. No decisions have yet been made about 
catchments and admissions. Ivanhoe intends to offer a traditional academic curriculum to suit the needs of our 
community. As soon as we have any further information, we will then enter a consultation phase with parents.

Alison Allford - Head of School 

 https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/tips-and-advice/reading-tips/encouraging-older-children-to-read/
https://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/news/corona-virus-update-


Show
On Wednesday 4th March , Ivanhoe College 
hosted their fourth annual S.T.E.A.M. Show event. This year’s event was even bigger and more successful 
than before with the school having secured significant  sponsorship from a number of local businesses, 
allowing them to recognise the huge achievements of all of the participants as well as giving generous 
prizes to the Award Winners.

The S.T.E.A.M. Show gives the students, aged 11-
14, the opportunity to showcase their ingenuity, 
creativity and technical skills in Science, Technology, 
Engineering (including computing), Design(Art)s and 
Maths. Working in teams, or individually, students are 
in complete control of their projects: from the choice of 
topic, through to how they tackle the workload. Some 
students undertake research to further their knowledge, 
others conduct experiments to prove a hypothesis, 
many students will produce prototype products - there 
really is no limit to what they can do. We are proud 
to be able to say that the event is also completely 
inclusive, offering additional support where needed to 
help disadvantaged students and students with special 
educational needs meet their full potential.

On the day of the show the 49 students involved not only had to present their project to a panel of 
judges, but also entertain and inspire hundreds of year 7 students as they gave them a sneak peek of 
their work. At the main evening event around 
70 visitors, including representatives from 
businesses, the town council, school governors 
and family members, as well as past winners 
who have moved onto Ashby School, were able 
to browse the stalls and talk with students about 
their inspiration, the findings of their projects 
and even take part in hands on demonstrations. 
The atmosphere at the evening event was 
amazing  one visitor said, “ It is great to see 
pupils of different ages and abilities working 
together on these super projects. These are 
the skills that can’t be learnt in a classroom.” It 
really was an incredible celebration event.



Ivanhoe College were delighted to welcome business 
representatives from Rolls Royce, 3M, Marstons Brewery, 
Schneider Electrics, B.S.I., Leicestershire Police and 
Stephenson College. In addition representatives from 
Ashby Town Council; Chairman Councillor John Bridges 
and Mayor Graham Allman. It is such a pleasure to be able 
to show case our students in this way, and offer a unique 
opportunity for the visitors to speak first hand with the 
students and be inspired by our young people. Rosalind 
Smith from 3M, who has supported the event since its 
first year said, “ As always it is an terrific event. You could 
never imagine how many wonderful ideas the students 
come up with to base their projects on, and the hard work is evident.”

At 6pm, everyone gathered to discover who had won 
the awards. Head of School Mrs Allford said, “What an 
amazing body of work our students have created. Now 
entering our 4th year is it is hard to believe, but we 
have never seen a repeated project. We have been so 
impressed with the confidence of the students in their 
presentations and their hard work in getting everything 
completed for the event”

This year thanks to the sponsorship of Ashfield Cares, B.S.I., 
and the North West Leicestershire Safety Partnership we 
were able to give Amazon vouchers and trophies to the 
prize winners, and in addition all of the students were 

presented with an Ivanhoe S.T.E.A.M. branded lapel pin to wear on their school blazers. In addition 
Marstons Brewery, Tesco, Stephenson College and 3M provided vouchers and merchandise as additional 
prizes.

Mr Thornewill said, “For those students who haven’t won an award this evening please know that those 
pins on your blazers are in no way a second prize, but instead an outward symbol of your dedication to 
going over and above which is everything that our school ethos, ‘The Ivanhoe Way’ symbolises, wear 
them with pride.”



Award Winners
This year for the first time ever we had 2 ‘Honourable Mentions’, our notable runners up.

Honourable Mention Honourable Mention

Harry Booton and Alex Porzorski for 
their Rocket science physics project

Hazel Jeffery, Sophie Robertson Dover 
and Eleanor Stevenson for a sports 
science, coaching project.

Teamwork Award kindly 
sponsored by Tesco

Creativity and Ingenuity 
Award kindly sponsored by 

Marstons

Noah Deacon, Elizabeth Webster, 
Olivia Bacon and Harriet Bond for their 
investigation into how fireworks work.

Lauren Fone and Jess Robertson-Dover 
for their project about Poaching and 
development of a electronic tracking 
device.



Self Manager Award kindly 
sponsored by North West 
Leicestershire Community 

Safety Partnership

Governor Award kindly 
sponsored by B.S.I.

Leilani Adams and Libby Brown, for 
their investigation into how colour 
influences our moods and decisions.

Amelie Birtwistle, Matilda Birtwistle, 
Harriet Ellis for their investigation into 
aviation, from bird to machine.

Computing Award Design Award

Maddy Groves, Amber Kendall 
and Emily Middle with a hands on 
demonstration of their VR Art Gallery 
visit program.

Zillah Burgess and Katie Thistleton 
with their project developing a 
system to allow the blind and 
visually impaired to be able to vote 
independently and confidentially.



Science Award
Eleanor-Kate Dennis, Karina Davies, 
Alannah Johnson, Millie McCauley, 
Alex Sirrell and Rebecca with their 
investigation into DNA and the moral 
dilemmas of genetically modifying 
animals, plants and human

Rolls Royce Best in Show Winners
The Best in Show Award was sponsored by Rolls Royce for the third year running and was presented by 
Christian and Amy from Rolls Royce.
Amy said, “Last year we said it was the best year ever, but genuinely this year has topped it. We can’t 
believe how the quality of the projects continues to rise each year. It is so important for Rolls Royce to 
be involved in these sort of event as the skills shown are at the very core of our business. We know that 
amongst you will be some of our future employees, and to give you a taste of what we do, we would 
love to invite all of the winners to join us again for a day at the Rolls Royce site in Derby.”

The Rolls Royce Award for Best in Show 
went to Jack Kent and Jack Wheeler  
who created an astonishing prototype 
of a domestic generator that could harness the water power of showers, taps and guttering to create 
electricity in the home. Councillor John Bridges was very impressed by the winning team. He said, “I 
have spoken to the lads and their families and I have passed my contact details on to them. I want to 
make some introductions to some companies as this is exactly the sort of technology we are wanting to 
introduce to new homes in the area. I’m excited to see where this can go.”  Their exhibit was not only a 
favourite of the judges, but of all of the visitors to the fair. A huge well done to Jack and Jack. 

Congratulations to all of the winners.

Ivanhoe would like to thank again all of the businesses who have supported us and to the 
families and teachers of our students that have encouraged them to follow their interests.



Year 9 Belgium Battlefield Trip

In February, we once again had the honour of taking some of our Year 9 students to the Ypres area of Belgium 
and the Somme in France. This trip runs every year and is an opportunity to make our Year 9 WW1 History 
curriculum come alive. We visited various places of historical significance, memorials, cemeteries, museums 
and trench systems. We also took part in the Last Post ceremony at the Menin Gate, where we laid a bespoke 
Ivanhoe wreath. As usual, this was a moving and emotional experience for all.

This year we were able to help one of our students find her Great Great 
Grandfather’s name on the memorial in Arras. I’m so proud to be able to 
connect our children with their family’s history. A big thank you to the students 
that demonstrated such a high level of engagement, reflection and empathy . 
Our students said:
“I had an amazing time!”
“ It made me think about the war from the point of view of other countries.”
“Very moving. I’ll never forget what I saw.”
“History and chocolate!”

Much appreciation to my amazing deputy, Mrs Johnson and the incredible 
support of Mr Samuel, Mr Wileman and Mrs Rix.

Mrs Katie Wild  -  Subject Leader of History and BV

FOOD BANK COLLECTION FRIDAY 13TH MARCH
URGENTLY NEEDED    NOT NEEDED
• TINNED FRUIT      BAKED BEANS
• TINNED SPONGE PUDDING    SUGAR
• TINNED MEAT PIE
• UHT MILK 1LITRE
• BREAKFAST CEREAL



As part of our World Book Day Celebrations all week we have been
 running a ‘Drop Everything and Listen’ event. Across the week, at
 set, times classes across the school have stopped to make time to 
listen to some specially selected book extracts. This is a fantastic
 opportunity for all of our teachers to read with and to our students. 

Click here to read the extracts for yourself.

We also held a very successful Book Swap Event. It really
 demonstrated how many enthusiastic readers we have in school.

Music and Performing Arts News
Liaison Concert Friday 20th March – Theme Heroes and 
Villains – The great yearly event involving Ashby, Ivanhoe and local 
primary schools. Speak to your music teacher for tickets. 
Matinee Performance 1-3pm, Evening Performance 7-9pm. 

MUSIC LESSONS- Is your child interested in starting a new instrument? We have an array of amazing 
peripatetic music teachers who work at Ivanhoe, covering nearly instrument.  Please look on Moodle or see Mr 
Cubitt for more information.
If your child would like to learn an instrument but you do not want to splash out on an expensive instrument 
until you know for sure they want to lessons you can rent instruments from Leicester-Shire Music Hub follow link 
https://leicestershiremusichub.org/play-instrument
We have also recently had donated from Leicestershire Music 
Hub 2 violins, 2 violas, a double bass, a cello and a trombone.  
If your child would like to learn one of those instruments they 
can rent them from Ivanhoe College whilst they are students 
here if they start lessons in school.

IVANHOE ORCHESTRA – Do you play an Orchestral instrument? We are always looking for new members to 
join our Orchestra. We play lots of modern songs and film scores and eat biscuits, as well as improve your playing 
and performance skills.  You can gain valuable experience performing with other musicians and we are also 
hoping to go on tour to Disney Land Paris next year.

FOCUS ON SOUND – All previous issues with log-ins now appear to be resolved.
  If you are still having trouble logging in please email Mr Cubitt c.cubitt@ivanhoe.co.uk  During this half term 
your child will be receiving homework to complete on Focus on Sound.  How to access the work will be 
explained in lessons and will be followed up with a Focus on Sound user guide (on Moodle under your child’s 
current topic) that details how to log in and where to find the set task.

https://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/news/world-book-day-2020
https://leicestershiremusichub.org/play-instrument


Spotlight on Design & Technology – Textiles
“All students study textiles as part of their D.T. curriculum. Throughout their 3 years they learn the 
importance of meeting the requirements of a design brief; designing for a target market; properties 
and use of materials; and the development of practical skills while they design and make a product. 
Learning about sustainable design and mass market design and production are also key elements of 
the 3 year curriculum across all areas of D&T.”

CHELSEA’S CHOICE
This week our Year 8’s watched a hard hitting play from 
the Alter Ego Theatre Group. This important educational 
show, supported by the Leicester, Leicestershire and 
Rutland Safeguarding Children’s Boards and backed by the 
police and NHS, aims to 
raise awareness for young people about Child Sexual 
Exploitation (CSE), what makes healthy relationships and 
how to stay safe online. 

The 35-minute performance features just four actors and tells the tragic story of a teenager called 
Chelsea. In the tale, Chelsea has fallen out with her friends and family and is befriended by an older 
man. Three students find her diary detailing her experiences and along with their teacher, attempt to 
understand what happened and how it could have been prevented. It is based on a true life story of a 
girl who was groomed.

Students should have received a homework postcard to complete with their parents/carers from their 
Lifeskills teacher to complete and hand in during their next Lifeskills lesson. This will all help us to evidence 
that we promote these discussions between students and their parents/carers and show that we make 
efforts to engage parents/carers with these sorts of issues and have these sorts of conversations with our 
young people.



YEAR 9 STEPHENSON COLLEGE TRIP

On Friday the 28th February, 11 Year 9 students from Ivanhoe, along with 
another 50 from local schools, were invited to take part in an equality and 
diversity day at Stephenson College. Having previously run the event for 
older students we were asked to be part of the pilot for younger students. 

The idea of the day was to challenge students ideas of what skills they 
possessed and what are traditionally male and female courses. Sessions 
were pre assigned and our students were asked to put aside their 
preconceptions and give each activity a go with equal enthusiasm.

We started the day in a Childcare session, covering basic baby skills as 
well as some activities that childcare students would learn for sharing 
with young children in a nursery setting. After a little hesitation the lads 
threw themselves into changing and dressing the baby dolls. A couple of 
our male students at the end of the day said that this had been their favourite session, with one taking 
home information about the childcare courses on offer. 

Next we moved on to Professional Construction, where we 
were surprised to find out that Stephenson College offer 
courses in this area up to degree level and also have business 
sponsors lined up to pay student fees and guarantee jobs.

Before lunch we moved on to hairdressing, where students 
were shown how to do a range of hair plaits. Some students 
found this more challenging than they thought it would be, 
(the tutor made it look easy), but some took to it straight 
away.



After lunch in the college canteen we went to our last session, brick laying. Here we learnt how to cut 
and roll the mortar, how to lay it down and all had the opportunity to build a simple brick wall. The 
students took the task very seriously and at the end we had some impressive structures. 

On the bus on the way back to school the conversation was lively 
about all the skills they’d picked up on the day and which sessions 
they’d enjoyed the most. Lots of the students talked about wanting 
to take their parents back for the open days. Staff and students were 
impressed with the facilities on offer on the Stephenson campus 
and the pleasant atmosphere around the building. It also was lovely 
to hear from Stephenson after the event, who said that tutors had 
commented on how well behaved and engaged our students were on 
the day. 

We look forward to taking some Year 7’s and 8’s back later in the year.

Stephenson College would like to 
invite any of our students or families 
who want to find out more about 
what they offer to their Open Days 
on the week 16 – 20 March, 16:00 – 
18:00. 

Each evening they will be running information and taster sessions for particular career paths to enable 
students to find out more about the courses and apprenticeships available to launch them on to their 
chosen career:
They can help put anyone on a path to realising and achieving their dream, offering a wide range of 
courses including: Animal care, construction, plumbing, carpentry and joinery, electrical installation, 
painting and decorating, motor vehicle, engineering, health and social care, hairdressing, beauty 
therapy, child care, sport, uniformed services, IT and business studies.

Whether they are looking for a full time course, part time course or an apprenticeship there’s an option 
to suit everyone at Stephenson College. 

Monday - Careers in: Motor Vehicle : Engineering : Business : IT: Sport : UPS

Tuesday - Careers in: Hair & Beauty : Early Years : Heath & Social Care : Supporting Teaching & Learning 
: Animal Care

Wednesday - Careers in: Construction : Professional Construction : Higher Education (Construction & 
Early Years) : Gas

Thursday - Adult Learning : Distance Learning : Gas

Friday - Interviews by appointment

Students must secure their place by completing the online booking form on our website.  
https://stephensoncoll.ac.uk/college-week-mar-2020.php 

https://stephensoncoll.ac.uk/college-week-mar-2020.php  


FINES FOR UNAUTHORISED 
ABSENCES

• We are required to submit attendance data, 
including details of students with  unauthorised 
absences to Leicestershire County Council.

• As part of the crack down on poor attendance 
the Council will now be issuing fines to parents.

• This will be for term time holidays and other 
unauthorised absences. 

• The school have no involvement in the issuing 
of fines, nor do we receive any revenue from 
fining.

• Fixed fines are issued to both parents and for 
each child if they are siblings. 

YOU CAN READ OUR FULL ATTENDANCE 
POLICY HERE

 

Events Calendar
Date Event

Tuesday 10th March Year 7A Parents Evening
Wednesday 11th March Year 8 ‘Much Ado’ Tour

Friday 13th March Sports Relief
Tuesday 17th March Year 9 Romeo & Juliet Tour
Thursday 19th March Year 7E Parents Evening

Friday 20th March Liaison Concert 1-3PM OR 7-9pm
Tuesday 24th March Year 8 Warning Zone

Fri 27th-Sun 29th March Year 7 Campout Trip
Monday 30th March Year 8 Whitby Parent Meeting.

6.30-7.30pm
Friday 3rd April Last Day of Term

Monday 20th April Back to School Summer Term
Fri 24th- Sun 26th April Year 8 Whitby Trip

Thursday April 30th Enrichment Day 3
Friday 8th May May Day Bank Holiday School Closed

Fri 15th- Sun 17th May Year 8 Survival Trip
Fri 22nd May School Closes for Half Term
Mon 1st June Back to School

https://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/policies/attendance-policy
https://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/policies/attendance-policy


CHANGES TO BANK HOLIDAYS 2020
Due to the decision to move the May Bank Holiday in 2020 from Monday 4th May to Friday 8th 
May (to commemorate VE Day), please take this as early notice that school holidays will be the 

same.

Please be reminded that holidays cannot be authorised during the school term and fines may be 
issued for unauthorised absence.

Concerns outside of school hours
We seek to do everything we reasonably can to ensure the safety and wellbeing of our students. I am 
sure you will appreciate that there are limits to this outside of school hours and especially during the 
holidays.

We would therefore recommend that you….

• Monitor closely your child’s activity on social media. Most of the problems we have to deal with at the 
start of each term relate to antisocial behaviour that has taken place online during the holidays. If your 
child is being seriously abused online, contact the police.
 http://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/protecting-your-child-online

• Let us know if there have been any issues that we need to be aware of as soon as possible so we can 
respond promptly and appropriately when school reopens. We cannot guarantee that we will be able to 
respond to emails or myed messages out of school hours.

• Contact Social Services if you feel they should be aware of an issue.
You can call the Social Services Central Duty Team on 0116 305 0005 or
make an online referral via the following link
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/community-safety/report-abuse-or-neglect-of-
a-child

• Contact the police straight away if you believe a child is in immediate danger.

Thank you for your support on this matter.
Mr G. Bellmore 

Ivanhoe Term Dates -  Reminder
Please only use the Ivanhoe School Website to check term dates for this school. 
Google and Local Authority web pages cannot be guaranteed to have the correct 

information and this has caused confusion for some families.  

IN PARTICULAR PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE TO MAY BANK HOLIDAY 2020

 http://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/protecting-your-child-online
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/community-safety/report-abuse-or-neglect-of-a-child
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/community-safety/report-abuse-or-neglect-of-a-child

