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Making Contact With School
Please can we ask all parents that if you need to ask a question, or wish to make a comment about  anything to 

do with school life please either 

Phone school on: 01530  412 756  or for general enquiries email: office@ivanhoe.co.uk

Use the clickable email links on our website to contact specific members of staff 

or use the MyEd Communication App

PLEASE DO NOT ASK QUESTIONS ON THE SCHOOL TWITTER PAGE.

Happy Autumn to you all.

I think it’s safe to say that we are settled back into the routine of the new term and the bustle 
that is school life. In fact next week we will be welcoming next year’s prospective parents to our 
Open Evening. As part of our open evening preparations we have been surveying the Year 7s about 
their experience of Ivanhoe so far, and you can see a small selection of their comments in this 
newsletter.

This week I had the pleasure of sharing hot chocolate in my office with four students. We often 
give spot prizes throughout the year to recognise both excellent attendance or an effort to improve 
attendance, and this time the 
reward was hot chocolate and 
cakes with me. Well done to Leah, 
Isobel, Seth and Demi -  what a 
great attitude you are showing to 
learning and the Ivanhoe Way.

We have included some 
more information about why 
attendance is so important 
to learning, and an integral 
element of the Ivanhoe Way, in 
the newsletter as well as more 
information about our upcoming 
‘Attendance Reward Day’.

Alison Allford - Head of School



Residential Trips 2019 - 2020
Taking our students out of the traditional classroom and into the real world has 
numerous, wonderful advantages that should always be encouraged and thankfully 
here at Ivanhoe, we have many staff who are regularly willing to organise and lead 
such learning adventures.

We offer a wide range of residential opportunities both in the local area and further 
afield. Current research shows that the number of trips we offer at Ivanhoe exceeds 
the national average for secondary schools quite considerably - something we are 
rather proud of.

I am writing to you today to give you an overview of the residentials we run 
throughout the year which will hopefully assist you and your child in making 
decisions about which trip/s they might like to go on and of course, to help 
with budgetary decisions. This is what we are offering this year:

Year 7
Trip Date No. of Places

(Approx)
Approx. Cost Trip 

Leader
London

Experience
Trip

Thurs 28th/Fri 
29th Nov 2019

40 £155 Mrs Gray/
Mrs Cashmore

On this exciting trip to London our Year 7 students will take in the sites of Piccadilly Circus, Trafalgar Square, Horse 
Guards Parade, The Mall and Buckingham Palace.  Students will also experience the London Eye, a Thames River Cruise 
and the London Dungeon.  We pack a lot in to our 2 days!

Year 7 
Camp Out

Fri (eve) 27th-Sun 
29th Mar 2020

80 £75 Mr Mills/
Mr Stevenson

Join us on this exciting camping trip where you will get to try mountain boarding, rifle shooting and bouldering. We shall 
also have a go at shelter building and we’ll be drinking hot chocolate and toasting marshmallows around the campfire.  

https://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/news/london-trip-2017
https://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/news/london-trip-2017
https://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/news/london-trip-2017
https://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/news/year-7-camp-out-2019
https://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/news/year-7-camp-out-2019
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Year 8
Whitby

Trip
Fri 24th- Sun 

26th April 
2020

70 £170 Mr Stevenson

In April we’ll be spending 3 days in Whitby and Scarborough, staying at the marvellous YHA Boggle Hole. 
Over the weekend we’ll be visiting the arcade, playing beach games, doing some rock-pooling as well as 
taking in some of the local tourist attractions.

Survival Skills
Trip

Fri 15th-Mon 
18th May 

2020

90 £268 Mr Mills/
Mr Stevenson

Join us for 4 days as we venture into the woodlands to take on a whole host of bushcraft activities including: 
fire lighting, shelter building, knife skills, camouflage and concealment, backwoods cooking and many more. 
You’ll even get a chance to sleep in your shelters underneath the stars.

Year 9
WW1

Belgian 
Battlefields

Sun 9th - 
Wed 12th 
Feb 2020`

50 £345 Mrs Wild

Connect with history and experience the legacy of World War I first hand. We visit preserved trench sys-
tems, Lochnagar Crater, British and German cemeteries and will attend the Last Post Ceremony at the Menin 
Gate. There is also the opportunity to sample some Belgian chocolate!

Plas Gwynant
Outdoor Pur-

suits (N. Wales)

Tues 3rd - 
6th March

2020

54 £332 Mr Marcus-
Smith/Mr Malkin

This life changing trip to Snowdonia will help students develop new strategies for overcoming individual and 
team problems and encourage them out of their comfort zones to stretch themselves both physically and 
mentally during a range of outdoor and adventurous activities.  The course students take part in has been 
specifically developed to develop a growth mindset, build resilience and challenge fears. 

In addition, those committed members of our Year 8 and 9 football teams will have 
the amazing opportunity this year to participate in a residential Football Trip to 
Manchester City, from Tues 26th to Thurs 28th November 2019. If your child attends 
these clubs, you should already know about this.

Continued overleaf......
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Trips Continued....

This week in school, we hosted trip launch assemblies for each year group, to explain the choices on offer and give 
further details via letters (sent through the MyEd app) to parents/carers. If you haven’t already downloaded this 
brilliant communication app, trip info will arrive by normal text message with a link to follow. Hopefully these have 
successfully arrived on your phone/tablet. We will also make these letters available via Wisepay. Most of these trips 
have been run before in recent years so we have lots of photos/info on the website for you to peruse or you can 
Click on the trip title to see some previous trip news.

If your child is currently eligible for free school meals the 
proportion of the cost of the trip for board and lodging can 
be paid for out of the pupil premium grant. Details of the 
cost in this case will have been included in the MyEd letter.

I hope you find this overview useful and please do not 
hesitate to contact either myself or the appropriate Trip 
Leader with any questions.

Kind Regards,

Mrs Sarah Lane
Educational Visits Coordinator

School Clubs
Our school clubs are now up and running and there are so many to choose from, during lunchtimes 
and after school. If students are attending a lunchtime club, they can order a lunch grab bag at break 
times on the day of the club, to save queuing, 

Please remember that students staying late will need alternative 
transport arrangements if they normally get the bus.

We have an excellent record of participation for our school clubs, 
and are very proud of the commitment of our staff to offer so many 
enriching experiences for our students.  Please encourage your child to 
try one out if they haven’t already. 

You can see a full list of our current clubs on our website by clicking 

A REMINDER ABOUT THE PROCEDURE DURING THE SCHOOL DAY IF A 
CHILD FEELS ILL.

If your child feels unwell they must go to reception. If it is necessary for the child to be collected 
from school the receptionist will  contact a named parent/carer to arrange this.  Students should 
not use their mobiles to call home .

Please remind your child that during the school day all mobile phones should be turned off 
and kept out of sight, ideally in the bottom of their bags, in line with the school’s mobile phone 
policy.

http://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/extra-curricular-clubs


New this year is the ‘Ivanhoe Way Superstars’. 

Staff can  nominate students to be recognised for going over 
and above in lessons or homework in a specific subject area, 
or more generally; such as excellent attitude, always being 
prepared for learning, smartness or pro-social behaviour. 
Students nominated will receive a phone call home from the 
Head of School. 

 This months Superstars are:
  Corbijn Dickson  Eve Baker  
  Alannah Johnson  Archie Bowler
  Maddy Lewis  Jordan Eccersley
  Karina Davies  Menz Collier

       Lola Godfrey  Jessica Robertson-Dover
       Lauren Fone   Fletcher Dinnage
       

Attendance - A key to Success
At Ivanhoe we know the significant impact attendance has on our students’ 
academic and personal success. This is why it is an integral message in our 
new ‘Ivanhoe Way’ Ethos.

Our aims are:
• To achieve a high level of attendance by all students in the school.
• To ensure punctuality in arriving at school and at lessons.
• If attendance falls below 95% it will have a major impact on a child’s attainment and overall success in 

school. In light of this, parents and carers are asked to take steps to ensure your child attends school 
every day.



REWARDING 
ATTENDANCE

We understand that there are times 
when students are genuinely ill, 
and to come to school would be 
irresponsible. 
But we also know that sometimes 
some of our students have those 
days where they might be tempted 
to call in sick, when really they are 
well enough to come in. 
We are challenging students to 
motivate themselves to be in school 
and keep their attendance high, and 
as a reward we will be having an 
attendance celebration day on 10th October. Prizes will be given for top attendance, improved attendance and for 
those students who made the effort to show up. 

Introducing our Family Liaison and Attendance Support Worker
Hello – my name is Fiona Pennington. I joined Ivanhoe in May this year in a new role to help support our 
students and their families so students can have the best possible attendance and be 
part of everything Ivanhoe has to offer. Great attendance throughout a child’s school 
career gives them the best chance of achieving well in their GCSEs.

I have already had lots of contact with students and families and we have been working 
together to put strategies in place to help students if they have had some problems 
with attendance. If you think you might benefit from some support you can call me on 
ext 253 or email me, we can talk things through or set up a meeting. I can even come 
out to your home if this helps. I have lots of strategies that can be used to help make 
your child happy to come to school every day.

Did you know?
Your child can have medication at school to support minor illnesses – this can be left at reception or carried with 
your child as long as they know when and how much to take. 

If you are having any transport difficulties, I can help, whether this is long or short term, I can usually find a solu-
tion

If your child is worried about a particular subject, lesson or exam, let me know and there is ALWAYS a solution.

Does your child have any mobility issues? I can help, we have a lift at Ivanhoe so even crutches haven’t stopped 
our learning before and there are other ways to support these issues at school.
 
If your child is having a ‘wobble’ in the morning, call me and I can meet you at reception and support the transition 
into school.

Parents, students, form tutors, care and guidance team, teachers, support staff, school nurse, school counsellor 
and others - together we can make a difference. 

It can be such a simple solution that can make the world of difference– and nothing is insignificant! If you would 
like to meet with me, or even call for a chat, please contact me and I will do all I can to support you and your child.



CHARITY DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

CHARITY DATES ACTIVITY
ROTARY SHOE 
BOX APPEAL

LAST DATE FOR 
DONATIONS

IS 25TH OCTOBER

SEE OVERLEAF FOR COLLECTION DETAILS. 
DOES NOT HAVE TO BE WHOLE BOX

POPPY APPEAL 4TH- 11TH NOVEMBER • POPPIES AND OTHER MERCHANDISE 
ON SALE BY HOUSE LEADERS.

• MINUTES SILENCE ON 11TH AT 
11.11AM

CHILDREN IN 
NEED

AND FOOD 
BANK 

COLLECTION

FRIDAY 15TH NOVEMBER • BAKE SALE - AT LUNCH TIME 
(DONATIONS INTO RECEPTION AT 
BEGINNING OF SCHOOL)

• LOOSE CHANGE COIN TRAIL - BREAK 
TIME 

• C.I.N. BADGES FOR SALE IN THE 
LIBRARY ALL WEEK

• FOOD BANK COLLECTIONS TO 
REPROGRAPHICS

We love to celebrate the achievements of 
our students out of school, as well as in. 

This month we are delighted to be able to share news of Year 8 
student Ashton Adcock who is a championship horse rider out of 
school, representing England in Mounted Games. 
Ashton has had a very successful summer. She became the European 
individual winner and runner up for the Europeans team. She is now 
ranked 9th in the world individuals, and 1st in the World teams event.  
On Friday the 13th Ashton successfully placed first in the world in 
the pairs competition. Congratulations Ashton, we look forward to 
hearing more about your continued achievements in the future. 

We are also pleased to share that one of last year’s year 9s, who we 
nominated for the national Girls Active Influencer Award has been short-listed to attend 
the finals in London. Emily Brocklesby, now at Ashby School, was nominated by the P.E. 
Department for the fantastic impact last year as a Miss Motivator. She worked tirelessly 
to bring about change which would have a positive impact on girls’ participation in 
PE lessons and extra-curricular clubs. Emily was part of the team that decided that 
Girls Active club would be an idea, which saw over 100 girls participate in a variety of 
activities throughout the year. She also took on a major role within the hockey club, 
encouraging girls to come and have a go. She was the driver behind the addition of a 
skort to our PE kit and was part of the first cohort of Miss Motivators striving to ensure 
girls are participating as often as possible in physical activity. 
Good Luck Emily at the Awards event. 





How are our Year 7s settling in?

It definitely isn’t as big as it looked at first. I was 
very nervous, but it really is an amazing school.

I like all of the teachers and the fun lessons

I was worried that I wouldn’t make any 
friends, but I have made loads in clubs 

and at break and lunchtime.

Everyone is really welcoming and kind

I think Ivanhoe will help me become 
what I want to be.

One of the best things was doing 
rugby and changing into my new 
kit for the first time.



SEND UPDATE
Congratulations and fond farewell

The SEND Team would like to congratulate Mr. Orton who has been appointed as PE/ Performing Arts Assistant. 
He will be transitioning to this new role over the next few weeks. 
In order to support our LSA staffing during Mr. Orton’s transition to PE, we have welcomed back  Mr. Gray 
who has joined us as a temporary member of the team to fill in for Mr. Orton until a permanent replacement 
is made. Mr. Gray will be supporting across the school and he has very kindly agreed to mentor Mr. Orton’s 
students as part of this role. He does not currently have a school email address so parents are advised to 
contact Mrs. Johnson in the first instance who will pass any messages on. Alternatively, parents can phone the 
school office to leave messages for Mr. Gray.

Interventions

A new term brings the first round of our SEND Interventions. Students are put forward for a Wave 2 
intervention using the SEND policy as part of the ‘Assess, Plan, Do Review’ process. This term we are running:
• Reading for Meaning
• Spelling
• Kinaesthetic Handwriting
• ASD and Anxiety Management
• Social Skills Group
• Numeracy Catch Up

Students taking part in this term’s sessions are all working incredibly hard and SEND Learning Mentors look 
forward to sharing their success with class teachers and parents at the end of these sessions. More sessions 
will begin in the next few weeks and parents will be contacted if the SEND Team feel that their child would 
benefit from access to these short courses alongside Quality First Teaching across the curriculum.

Year 7 Settling In Evening 

Learning Support Mentors will be available to meet Parents of their mentees at the Year 7 Settling In Evening 
on Wednesday, 23rd October. You do not need to book a slot with the Mentor as we run a drop in style clinic on 
this evening. If you have a child identified with SEND, please come along and say hello to your child’s mentor as 
we’d love to see you.

Staff Training

All Classroom based staff received training on a range of 
SEND needs during our INSET days at the end of August. 
Further training in ADHD Strategies is booked for the LSA 
Team and representatives of each subject in the next few 
weeks. 

Student Council News



On 12th September our House Leaders and 
helpers set about the mammoth task of 
sorting, folding and bagging the 100’s of 
donated items of old uniform we received. 
They absolutely powered through it and got 
the whole lot sorted in one lunchtime. 
We were so impressed we made sure they all received some pro-social 
house points. James said, ‘It has been hard work, but knowing that 
these clothes will go to help people in need has really helped me.’ 
We’re so proud to see such social conscience.

We’re currently in the process of 
nominating our form reps for the 
Student Council, with the first 
meeting due to happen before the 
October Half Term. 

Top of the agenda will be our ‘WATER BOTTLES NOT BOTTLED WATER!’ 
campaign. In a response to the global plastics crisis, we are looking at 
ways to reduce the schools consumption of plastics. Our first step is to 
phase out selling bottled water, with sometimes up to 1200 bottles a 
week being sold. 

We will be encouraging students to use refillable bottles and water 
fountains, in addition we plan to start selling re-usable bottles on site. 
More details to follow soon. 

Student Council News

European Day of Languages
To celebrate this year’s European Day of Languages our students have been filling the school with handmade 

bunting. Well done to all the forms 
and students that took part, they 
look fabulous.





CHANGES TO BANK HOLIDAYS 2020
Due to the decision to move the May Bank Holiday in 2020 from Monday 4th May to Friday 8th May 

(to commemorate VE Day), please take this as early notice that school holidays will be the same.

Please be reminded that holidays cannot be authorised during the school term and fines may be 
issued for unauthorised absence.

For the most up to date information 
about your child, don’t forget to 
download Ivanhoe’s MY Ed app.

To download the app go to your device app store and search for ‘My Ed’.
Please follow the instructions for installation and login.
You will be asked to provide a couple of personal details which will then be automatically cross checked with our 
in-school system. This is intended to safeguard the 
information of your child to ensure 

only approved contacts can 
receive the data.

BUILDING WORK UPDATE
We were really excited to take delivery of our new modular classroom this week, which has 
been funded by a grant from the Government Conditioning Improvement Fund. Despite the 
typically Autumnal weather on Tuesday, the operation to deliver the 5 modules and lift them 
in by crane over the tennis courts, went without a hitch.  The building is now in place ready for 
connection of all services in due course. 

Roofing works continue across the front elevation of the school which we hope to be finished 
by early Spring. Thank you to all parents and students for your patience during these works 
which will make classrooms more comfortable and school more energy efficient once 
completed. 



CURRENT VACANCIES

LEARNING SUPPORT ASSISTANT - CLOSING DATE 1ST OCTOBER
We have a vacancy for a Learning Support Assistant to join our large and well respected Learning Support 
department at Ivanhoe.  The successful candidate will be highly motivated, enthusiastic and able to work with 
students in a small group within a mainstream classroom as directed by SENDCo or a member of the teaching 
staff. 
Actual Salary £12,151.95
HOURS: 08:30-15:15 hrs Tuesday to Friday, 09.00 – 15.15 Monday
(1/2 hour lunch) Plus break duty 20 minutes per day
39 weeks per year

SCIENCE TEACHER - CLOSING DATE 4TH OCTOBER
We are looking to recruit a highly motivated and enthusiastic teacher of Science to start as soon as possible.  Our 
Science department is a successful and thriving area of the college, with our students achieving consistently strong 
Key Stage 3 results.  An enthusiasm for your subject is essential, together with the ability to inspire and motivate 
students to achieve highly and enjoy learning Science. 

FULL TIME - BUT JOB SHARE CONSIDERED.
TEMPORARY TILL AUGUST 2020 IN THE FIRST INSTANCE

TO ACCESS THE RECRUITMENT PACKS FOR BOTH OF THESE POSITIONS PLEASE CLICK HERE  

COMMUNITY GOVERNOR VACANCIES - VOLUNTARY POSITION
The Governing Board of Ivanhoe College Academy Trust is looking to appoint new Community Governors. We 
are looking to recruit people with some key skills to join our board and are keen to encourage parents/carers 
of registered students to nominate themselves to fill these places.  

The governing board is the Ivanhoe’s accountable body. It is responsible for the conduct of the school and for 
promoting high standards. All Ivanhoe governors are volunteers.  The Executive Headteacher, Head of School 
and the Senior Leadership Team lead and run the college on a day-to-day basis.  Governors are trustees of the 
academy trust and it is their role to act as critical friends, supporting and challenging appropriately in order to 
move the school forward. 

You do not need to be an expert in education to be a governor: Enthusiasm, commitment and an interest in 
making a positive contribution to local children’s education are the most important qualities.  

The responsibilities of being a governor and academy trustee include:
• attending between 6 -10 meetings per year (mostly early evenings)
• reading and critically reviewing Ivanhoe College policies and paperwork
• monitoring and evaluating the school’s performance
• getting involved with sub-committees – and perhaps chairing meetings
• supporting and attending Ivanhoe College events
• undertaking a small number of visits to the school each year during the school day.

TO SEE MORE ABOUT THE ROLE OF A GOVERNOR PLEASE CLICK HERE

https://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/content/vacancies.php
https://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/governors


Ivanhoe Term Dates -  Reminder
Please only use the Ivanhoe School Website to check term dates for this school. 
Google and Local Authority web pages cannot be guaranteed to have the correct 

information and this has caused confusion for some families.  

IN PARTICULAR PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE TO MAY BANK HOLIDAY 2020

Please ensure that you do not book holidays during term time.

FINES FOR UNAUTHORISED ABSENCES
• We are required to submit attendance data, including details of students with  unauthorised 

absences to Leicestershire County Council.
• As part of the crack down on poor attendance the Council will now be issuing fines to 

parents.
• This will be for term time holidays and other unauthorised absences. 
• The school have no involvement in the issuing of fines, nor do we receive any revenue 

from fining.
• Fixed fines are issued to both parents and for each child if they are siblings. 



Concerns outside of school hours
We seek to do everything we reasonably can to ensure the safety and wellbeing of our students. I am 
sure you will appreciate that there are limits to this outside of school hours and especially during the 
holidays.

We would therefore recommend that you….

• Monitor closely your child’s activity on social media. Most of the problems we have to deal with at the 
start of each term relate to antisocial behaviour that has taken place online during the holidays. If your 
child is being seriously abused online, contact the police.
 http://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/protecting-your-child-online

• Let us know if there have been any issues that we need to be aware of as soon as possible so we can 
respond promptly and appropriately when school reopens. We cannot guarantee that we will be able to 
respond to emails etc. out of school hours.

• Contact Social Services if you feel they should be aware of an issue.
You can call the Social Services Central Duty Team on 0116 305 0005 or
make an online referral via the following link
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/community-safety/report-abuse-or-neglect-of-
a-child

• Contact the police straight away if you believe a child is in immediate danger.

Thank you for your support on this matter.
Mr G. Bellmore 

 

Events Calendar
Date Event

Thursday 3rd October Open Evening
Thursday 10th October Last Day of Half Term for Students

Friday 11th October Staff Training Day - School Closed
Monday 21st October Back to School

Wednesday 23rd October Year 7 Parent/Tutor Evening
Wednesday 30th October Year 7 Halloween Disco
Monday 11th November Remembrance Day
Friday 15th November Children in Need Day

Thursday 21st November Enrichment Day 1
Thursday 21st November Year 9 Skills Show - NEC

Wednesday 27th November Year 9A Parents’ Evening

 http://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/protecting-your-child-online
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/community-safety/report-abuse-or-neglect-of-a-child
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/community-safety/report-abuse-or-neglect-of-a-child

