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REQUEST FROM THE GARDENING CLUB
Do you have any spare spring bulbs? Have you over bought, or 
run out of time for planting? Or would you like to help make 

the school site a more attractive place?

The gardening club are looking for donations of bulbs for 
planting during November, as their first team project.

If you have any donations please send them into reception 
A.S.A.P.

Thank you in advance for your support.

Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome back after the half term break. This half term is a long one in the run up to Christmas, 
but that means even more time to be involved in school life; whether trying hard in lessons, 
enjoying school clubs or representing Ivanhoe on one of the school sports teams. This term our 
interhouse competitions will also start in earnest with Year 7 Capture the Flag and All Years Rapido 
competitions on the calendar. We’ll also have some special events supporting charities.

When we say attendance is important, it is not just about not missing 
learning, although this is paramount, but it is also about missing out on all 
of the other opportunities that school can offer. At Ivanhoe we know that to 
develop well rounded students, and citizens, they need to be here getting 
involved and being part of our school community. 

Thank you to parents for your support of our Attendance goals. If you need 
additional support remember that we have Mrs Pennington (Family Liaison and Attendance Support 
Worker) who can support you with your child’s attendance. 

It was lovely to see so many Year 7 parents at the Tutor Evening last week and we are pleased with 
how well they have all settled in to school life. If you have any further questions about how your 
child is getting on before the next parents meetings in the Spring Term, please contact your child’s 
Form Tutor as the first point of call.

Alison Allford
Head of School.



ENRICHMENT DAYS
This year will see some changes to our Enrichment Days. As we develop and strengthen our 
curriculum offer further, we have decided to reduce the number of Enrichment days to 3 
throughout the year. We will focus on 3 key areas, with a variety of activities and trips on these 
themes for all year groups. The themes will be; careers education, healthy mind and healthy body, 
and cultural appreciation. 

Year 9
In November our Year 9s will be going on a trip to the Skills Show at the 
NEC.  The World Skills Show is the UK’s biggest skills and careers event, 
covering 5 key employment areas; Construction and Logistics, Engineering 
and Technology, Health and Hospitality, Digital and Business, Creative and 
Design. 

Students get to find out more about the opportunities in all of these 
industries, as well as try hands on activities such as; TV production, 
demolition simulation, 3D modelling or virtual welding. 
They get the opportunity to meet employers from over 130 top local 
and national employers who will be at the Show, including Royal Mail, 
IBM, BAE Systems, NHS Careers, HS2, Barclays and Toyota, offering 
jobs, apprenticeships and training opportunities.
This opportunity will be invaluable to helping students make decisions about their G.C.S.E. options.

                              Year 8E
Our Year 8s, as part of their cultural appreciation will be 
visiting the Think Tank in Birmingham. Amongst many 
fantastic exhibits across a wide range of topics, there 
is a key focus at the museum celebrating the country’s 
Industrial Heritage and how that has shaped out society 
today. 

       
Year 8A and Year 7

Year 8A and Year 7 will be staying in school for a range of activities. With Year 8 focussed on 
healthy mind and healthy body and Year 7 on Careers. It is an excellent opportunity for students to 
work with different teachers, other students and often external visitors. 

Future Dates
Enrichment Day 2 will be on Thursday 27th February

Enrichment Day 3 will be on Thursday 30th April

Further information will follow in the new year.



CHARITY DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
CHARITY DATES ACTIVITY

ROTARY SHOE 
BOX APPEAL

deadline extended to Friday 1st November

POPPY APPEAL 4TH- 11TH NOVEMBER • POPPIES AND OTHER MERCHANDISE ON SALE BY 
HOUSE LEADERS.

• MINUTES SILENCE ON 11TH AT 11.11AM

CHILDREN IN NEED
AND FOOD BANK 

COLLECTION

FRIDAY 15TH NOVEMBER • BAKE SALE - AT LUNCH TIME (DONATIONS INTO 
RECEPTION AT BEGINNING OF SCHOOL)

• LOOSE CHANGE COIN TRAIL - BREAK TIME 
• BADGES AND WRISTBANDS  FOR SALE IN THE LIBRARY 

ALL WEEK FOR £1
•  FOOD BANK COLLECTIONS TO REPROGRAPHICS

Congratulations to Mr. Gray who will be joining the SEND team as a permanent member of staff following a very 
successful round of interviews. The standard of candidates continues to be incredibly strong and we are delighted 
to welcome Mr. Gray who brings with him a wealth of experience working with SEND students.

Mr. Gray will be taking over as Learning Mentor to all Mr. Orton’s previous mentees. If your child was mentored by 
Mr. Orton, please look out for an email from Mr. Gray in the coming week.

Year 8 and 9 have been working hard in their SEND interventions. Some 
of these are due to complete over the next few weeks and staff have 
reported a high level of engagement with the support on offer. Please 
encourage your child to share their success with you if they have been 
attending one of these additional sessions.
We are currently working on adding Year 7 students to our intervention 
lists following a review of individual students’ needs. Members of the 
team will be in contact with parents of students in all years once lists for 
the next round of interventions have been finalised.

The SEND Team and representatives of the Teaching Team joined us 
for ADHD training with Claire Greasley from ADHD Solutions at the end of last half term. This was incredibly well 
received by all who attended and we were delighted to receive positive feedback during the session regarding the 
support strategies currently in use for students with ADHD. Claire has also offered us some additional strategies 
that the team will be embedding as good practice over the next term.

You may have seen in the news reporting about the ‘Special educational needs and disabilities’ inquiry findings 
By MPs on the Education Select Committee. You can read the report here.
The findings were damning for a number of Local Authorities and the Department for Education, but we wanted to 
reiterate to parents that at Ivanhoe we take our responsibilities for supporting students with additional needs very 
seriously and we will continue to work hard to support our students as best as we can and to build positive and 
supportive relationships between parents and our staff. 

Mrs Johnson - Inclusion Leader

SEND UPDATE

https://houseofcommons.shorthandstories.com/SEND/index.html?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=tweet&utm_campaign=education-special-needs&utm_content=organic


BALANCING SCREEN 
TIME for KS3 (11-14years)

As children start senior or secondary school and take advantage of their 
independence, it’s likely that they’ll be spending a lot more time on 
their devices. This is a crucial time to talk to them about how to manage their screen time and give them 
strategies to find a healthy balance between their life on and offline. 
Visit internetmatters.org/screentime for more advice.

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS AND CHALLENGES OF SCREEN USE?

Screen time benefits
• Screen use provides a range of opportunities for creativity
and learning – 70% of parents strongly agree that using
devices is essential for their child’s development
Source: Internet Matters Look both ways report.

• Screens can be a great tool to allow children to maintain
relationships with family and friends.

• The internet can also be inspirational for children with a
certain passion in particular when discovering content and
sharing their own content.

Screen time challenges
• As most children at this age will have their own devices, for
parents it can become increasingly challenging to stay on
top of their screen use.

• As children become more active online, there is an increased
risk that they will be exposed to a range of online issues
such as cyberbullying or oversharing which may negatively
impact their digital footprint.

• Passive screen time (i.e bingeing on box sets) could have a
physical effect on their development (i.e. eyes, brain), sleep
cycle and behaviour.

HOW TO RECOGNISE WHEN SCREEN TIME IS ‘TOO 
MUCH’

Often a sign that a child is spending too much time on screens is 
when they may feel anxiety or stress if they are disconnected or 
separated from their phone.

Lack of sleep and exercise and no willingness to visit friends may 
be a sign they need to take a break from their device.

http://internetmatters.org/screentime


HOW CAN YOU HELP YOUR CHILD 
MANAGE THEIR SCREEN TIME?

Stay engaged in what they do 
online

Take an interest in their digital world to
better guide them as they become more
socially active online and start to draw
from friends and online sources to build
their identity.
Give them the space to be more
independent and build their resilience
online to ensure they make smart choices
about how they use tech. The more you
understand how your child interacts online
and check-in with them about their interest
and challenges online, the easier it will 
be for them to come to you if they are 
concerned or worried about something.

Set boundaries to help them

build good online habits

Children seek out rules to follow so 

its best these come from you and 

not their peers.

Set up a family agreement that 

you all sign up to, to manage 

expectations of what they should 

and shouldn’t be doing online. 

These boundaries should help 

them prioritise sleep, face to face 

interactions and family time to 

strike a healthy balance.

Give them the space to become

digitally resilient

As they get older and more confident

in their digital world, it’s important to

encourage them to be more responsible

and aware of how their screen use can

impact them and others. Give them the

space to thrive online, while also keeping

the channels of communications open and

being on the lookout for any differences in

behaviour that might suggest something

isn’t quite right is key.

It’s a tricky time for young people so it’s

important to equip them with the tools to

make smart decisions and ensure they are

able to seek support when they need it 

most.

Encourage children to review 
when and how they use their 

screen time with tools
Help young people to make use of the
screen-time tools that come with their
phone. Most children at this age will 
say that being more aware of how 
much time they spend is helpful. They 
will still need some encouragement 
to make changes to what they are 
doing and the amount of time they 
are spending but it’s better that they 
start to discover and monitor this for 
themselves where possible.

Equip them with know-how 
to manage risks online

Have regular conversations with them
about ways to deal with a range of 
risks
that they may be exposed to such as 
seeing inappropriate content or being 
cyberbullied.
Make sure they know when and where 
to seek help if they need it and what 
tools they can use to deal with it. 
Try to reassure them that you won’t 
overreact if they get something wrong.

THE TRUTH ABOUT SCREEN TIME
Not all screen time is created equal so it’s important 
to encourage children to have a healthy balance 
between passive screen time (i.e watching YouTube) 
and interactive screen time (i.e. creating content or 
playing games online).

There is no safe level of screen time but it doesn’t 
mean that all screen time is harmful. Lack of evidence 
has meant that experts have found it hard to 
recommend a cut-off for children screen time overall.

One size does not fit all when it comes to screen time
– it’s more about getting it right for your families 



We love to celebrate the achievements of 
our students out of school, as well as in. 

Congratulations to Year 7 student Eleanor Morse who came 2nd in the Hospice Hope Poetry competition 
as part of celebrations for National Poetry Day. Eleanor entered a poem “I Hope” which was judged by a 
panel of professional writers, authors and poets including BBC Poetry slam champs Jess Green and Ben 
Norris.  The standard was very high and so it is a huge accolade for Eleanor to place as a runners up.
Her poem was read out at Century Theatre on 3rd October by actors as part of National Poetry Day, and 
her poem was on display at Coalville Library until 31st October. 

Head judge Ben Norris said :
“Above all, I love the sheer energy and unapologetic optimism of this. Another poem looking the 
problems that face the world today directly in the eye. Again, the optimism here isn’t complacent, but 
underpinned by the understanding that change does not happen in and of itself - it is us who have to 
bring it about. The poem is full of interesting images and phrases; I particularly like the idea of ‘perfect 
monarchies’, which could mean upstanding ones, or - in some people’s eyes - no monarchies at all!”

The judges were unanimous in their feeling of optimism from Eleanor’s poem.   Jess Green described 
the poem as having “strong and detailed imagery” with judge Victoria Barton adding that the poem is 
“really painting a picture”.

Eleanor has won a family membership to Conkers

   I Hope

I hope for the moon on a starry night
I hope for peace through the war sights
I hope for bears to roam the wood
For food, like all of the people should
I hope for love, I hope for no pain
I hope for sun within the rain
I hope for quiet mountains wide
With timid creatures by my side
I hope for homes for those without
I hope for friends who can give you a shout
I hope for talents that will raise you high
When you’re at rock bottom you can reach the sky
I hope for clean beaches, I hope for good health
I hope for good jobs that will give you much wealth
I hope for beautiful days, where you have great fun
I hope, at dawn, for a golden sun
I hope for zoo animals to be set free
I hope for perfect monarchies
I hope for flowers, all in bloom
I hope for instruments in tune
Keep the hope and don’t ever stop.





ON THE NIGHT 
THERE WILL BE 
A TREAT STALL 

WITH 

CANS OF POP - 
50P 

SWEET TREAT 
BAGS - £1

THERE WILL ALSO BE 
A 

MUCKY DIP GAME
AT 30P A GO.

ATTENDANCE REWARDS
One of our rewards for students with great attendance is our ‘at-
tendance raffle’. For each full week of attendance each student 
receives a raffle ticket giving them the opportunity to win spot 
prizes throughout the term and an Amazon voucher at the end of term 
raffle.
On Thursday 11th October lots of spot prizes were given out. 



CHANGES TO BANK HOLIDAYS 2020
Due to the decision to move the May Bank Holiday in 2020 from Monday 4th May to Friday 8th May 

(to commemorate VE Day), please take this as early notice that school holidays will be the same.

Please be reminded that holidays cannot be authorised during the school term and fines may be 
issued for unauthorised absence.

For the most up to date information 
about your child, don’t forget to 
download Ivanhoe’s MY Ed app.

To download the app go to your device app store and search for ‘My Ed’.
Please follow the instructions for installation and login.
You will be asked to provide a couple of personal details which will then be automatically cross checked with our 
in-school system. This is intended to safeguard the information of your child to ensure only approved contacts 
can receive the data.

CURRENT VACANCY
Required to start as soon as possible

 Grade 2 Actual salary £6304.22 p.a. 

Monday to Friday 41 weeks per year.   Hours 15:30-18:30

Job Role - To ensure that a high level of cleanliness is maintained throughout the College on a daily basis.
To carry out cleaning duties as required including sweeping, dusting, wall washing, toilet cleaning, mopping and 
use of vacuum cleaners. Use of electrical and mechanical equipment, floor polishers etc. when necessary and after 
appropriate training.

The nature of the work may involve the postholder carrying out work outside of normal working hours
We are commitment to supporting the professional development of all our staff with Performance Management/
training.

Please contact the Heads PA by email vacancies@ivanhoe.co.uk  or telephone 01530 412756 for full details and an 
application pack.

Closing date: Friday 1st November
We anticipate interviews to be held during the week commencing 4th November

Ivanhoe Specialist Technology College is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children 
and young people, and expects all staff to share this commitment.  An enhanced DBS check is required for all 
successful applicants.



Ivanhoe Term Dates -  Reminder
Please only use the Ivanhoe School Website to check term dates for this school. 
Google and Local Authority web pages cannot be guaranteed to have the correct 

information and this has caused confusion for some families.  

IN PARTICULAR PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE TO MAY BANK HOLIDAY 2020

Please ensure that you do not book holidays during term time.

FINES FOR UNAUTHORISED ABSENCES
• We are required to submit attendance data, including details of students with  unauthorised 

absences to Leicestershire County Council.
• As part of the crack down on poor attendance the Council will now be issuing fines to 

parents.
• This will be for term time holidays and other unauthorised absences. 
• The school have no involvement in the issuing of fines, nor do we receive any revenue 

from fining.
• Fixed fines are issued to both parents and for each child if they are siblings. 



Concerns outside of school hours
We seek to do everything we reasonably can to ensure the safety and wellbeing of our students. I am 
sure you will appreciate that there are limits to this outside of school hours and especially during the 
holidays.

We would therefore recommend that you….

• Monitor closely your child’s activity on social media. Most of the problems we have to deal with at the 
start of each term relate to antisocial behaviour that has taken place online during the holidays. If your 
child is being seriously abused online, contact the police.
 http://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/protecting-your-child-online

• Let us know if there have been any issues that we need to be aware of as soon as possible so we can 
respond promptly and appropriately when school reopens. We cannot guarantee that we will be able to 
respond to emails etc. out of school hours.

• Contact Social Services if you feel they should be aware of an issue.
You can call the Social Services Central Duty Team on 0116 305 0005 or
make an online referral via the following link
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/community-safety/report-abuse-or-neglect-of-
a-child

• Contact the police straight away if you believe a child is in immediate danger.

Thank you for your support on this matter.
Mr G. Bellmore 

 

Events Calendar
Date Event

Wednesday 30th October Year 7 Halloween Disco
Monday 11th November Remembrance Day
Friday 15th November Children in Need Day

Thursday 21st November Enrichment Day 1
Thursday 21st November Year 9 Skills Show - NEC

Wednesday 27th November Year 9A Parents’ Evening
Thursday 5th December Year 9E Parents Evening
Tuesday 10th December Christmas Concert
Friday 20th December School Closes for Christmas Break
Monday 6th January Back to School

 http://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/protecting-your-child-online
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/community-safety/report-abuse-or-neglect-of-a-child
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/community-safety/report-abuse-or-neglect-of-a-child

