
    Newsletter
 29 th  November  2019

Dear Parents,

What a busy term we are having.  Our inaugural Wellbeing and Careers Day took place on Thursday 
21st November where Year 9 students saw a wealth of possible careers at the skills show at the NEC in 
Birmingham and Year 7 were made aware of the career opportunities available to them in academic 
subject areas like Art, Design, English and Maths.  Year 8 students enjoyed Science in action at the Think 
Tank or stayed with us at Ivanhoe and explored health and wellbeing in the PE department. Feedback 
has been overwhelmingly positive.  Our Year 9s in particular conducted themselves in a way which was a 
credit to Ivanhoe and their families. It is always rewarding to watch our students turn from children into 
young adults.

Where are we placing our focus this year? 

Homework: You may have noticed that homework has changed at Ivanhoe. Gone are the days 
where students were asked to make a castle or design a poster. The majority of our homeworks now are 
about learning and practising key information and knowledge.  Rather than spend an hour on a piece of 
homework, we would expect students to return again and again to their knowledge organiser in order 
to commit it to long term memory.  You can see from the graph below that with the greater regularity of 
learning and testing the more chance that the information will be retained. So, what will this look like at 
home?  10/15 minutes learning from your child followed by 10 minutes testing from parents.  You can 
help your child retain more knowledge and information by regular testing in short bursts -  this can be 
done during a car journey, at breakfast or  before a favoured activity.( Look out for more detail in the next 
newsletter about research around homework). All knowledge organisers can be accessed via moodle. Our 
aim is that students constantly review learned material so that they have more chance of remembering it. 



Nut Aware School
Ivanhoe College is a food allergy aware school. This letter is to inform you that 
there are a considerable number of students at our school who have severe 
food allergies. The most common of these allergens are peanuts, tree nuts, 
eggs, fish and shellfish, soy and wheat. The most serious risk in our school is nut 
allergies which can cause life threatening anaphylactic reactions to some of our 
students. 

For some students with this allergy, eating these foods (even in trace amounts) 
may cause serious reactions that can result in death. However, some students have allergies so severe, that 
even touching contaminated surfaces, or breathing in airborn nut protein, may cause a fatal anaphylactic 
reaction. A wealth of resources and information on allergens and reactions can be found on the Anaphylaxis 
Campaign website:
 https://www.anaphylaxis.org.uk/ 

Our school kitchens and food are already nut free and we do not supply any ingredients in food technology that 
have nuts or nut derivatives.  In order to maintain the safety of all students, we strongly request that parents / 
carers of students at Ivanhoe College  help us to ensure that all food brought into school is nut free. 

We acknowledge the challenges of maintaining a nut-free environment in college.  Parents / carers of students 
can support the college in being food allergy aware by:

• Ensuring that students do not bring in snacks with nuts or nut derivatives from home;
• Reminding students not to buy snacks with nuts or nut derivatives on the way to school, to bring into 
college;
• Encouraging students to be allergy aware by:
 o educating students to be responsible when eating and handling food both inside and 
 outside of school
 o helping students to understand that foods they can enjoy freely can be very dangerous to others
 o encouraging students to support their class mates with allergies by eating and handling
  food responsibly

The college will also be raising awareness of food allergies through learnings in both class and assembly over 
the academic year.

Thank you in advance for your support.

Curriculum:  Equally this year, we have made significant 
changes to how we deliver lessons and our curriculum 
content.  You may have heard from your child about 
something called Retrieval Practice – many lessons are now 
using low stakes quizzing to check that knowledge is being 
learnt and remembered.  In fact the definition of learning is 
“a change in long term memory”. Our aim at Ivanhoe is to 
teach content in such a way in each subject area that it will 
be retained over time. More on this in the coming weeks. 

Alison Allford
               Head of School



Winter Uniform Update
As the weather gets colder and wetter, please remind your child that coats should be worn 
over the top of blazers, not instead of them. 
V-neck school jumpers are also available to wear underneath blazers from M&S and local 
stockists.

Lunch time notice
We encourage as many students as possible to buy a school lunch. Snacks and drinks are also available 
at break time from the coffee lounge, dining room and outside. 

As the winter weather kicks in the dining room will become 
busier. Please remind your child that they can (if they wish) 
order a grab bag at break time to save queueing. We also have 
the hall open at lunch so students can eat their lunch or meet 
with friends. 

Lunch is also a good way to keep your metabolism active 
throughout the day. If a student skips lunch, it will stall their 
metabolism and deprive them of the energy that helps them 
learn and grow.

PUPIL PREMIUM PLUS UPDATE
Did you know that a few years ago the government made additional funds available, to state schools, 
to support students adopted from care?

Schools use this money, along with funding received for free school meal students and children of 
armed forces families, to address any barriers that may prevent this group of students reaching their 
full potential. 

However, schools can only access these funds if we are made aware of students that are eligible. To 
enable your child to benefit from Pupil Premium we need you to inform us that your child is adopted 
and provide supporting evidence, for example a photocopy of the adoption order. 

Please also contact us to see if we can provide extra support if you look after a child as part of a special 
residency order, an informal fostering arrangement, or have recently seen a change in your financial 
situation and you think you may be entitled to free school meals. 



Student Council News
If your child is a member of the Student Council, or if you have seen students 
out and about,  you will have seen that hey are now wearing an enamel 
badge to identify them as a member and to help them be a positive example 
to other students in the school. 
On 28th October the Student Council met for the first time this year. We 
focussed on the move to make the school more environmentally friendly. Last 
year the students started working with our Assistant Business Manager on 
plans to reduce waste through our catering arrangements. Feedback this time 
to the students showed that investigations had been made to reduce plastics in 
a number of areas. 
Following student requests the kitchen aims to stop selling bottles of water in 
the canteen. Currently we sell up to 1200 a week, so we are asking the 
student body to get behind the ‘Water Bottles not Bottled Water’ scheme 
and as such we will be promoting reusable bottles to buy or exchange for 
house points.  
Students were asked to update their tutor groups s to encourage students 
to reduce single use plastics in packed lunches and snacks from home. 
This will be our focus moving forward.

Youth Speaks Competition

Congratulations to our Year 7 students  Harry, 
Jenny and Alfie for making it through to the 
district round of the Rotary Club Youth Speaks 
competition on Tuesday 19th November.

Shoe Box Appeal

Thank you to all of our students, 
parents and staff that helped support 
the Shoe Box Appeal. They will help 

make Christmas a happy time for lots of 
people less fortunate than ourselves.



We love to celebrate the achievements of 
our students out of school, as well as in.

A huge well done to Year 9 student Jake Homer, who 
has recently taken part in a 10km remembrance walk 

in memory of his Great Grandma, and raised and 
impressive £500 for an Alzheimers Charity.

Brilliant work Jake!

Holy Trinity Christmas Tree Festival
It was our pleasure to again offer our support in helping 
set up the Holy Trinity Christmas Tree Festival, an 
important event on the Ashby festive calendar. 

After a briefing by Ken from Holy Trinity, students set 
about decorating trees for donors who had sponsored 
them, as well as creating a range of recyclable 
decorations. Our House Leaders and staff were made to 
feel particularly welcome by the committee volunteers at 
the church. 

Mrs Blewitt, Executive Head Teacher, who accompanied the students on the trip said, “It was a 
wonderful example of cross generations working together, and it will certainly be a memorable 
experience for the students involved. I was also very proud to hear the students praised for their 
hard work, and also their incredibly smart appearance in the new uniforms.”

WELCOME TO WILLESLEY
Over the next few weeks we will be 
welcoming Year 6 students from Willesley 
school, who will be having lessons in our  
Stanley Western Building while the flood 
damage is fixed. 



Book Fair in School
 

5th-12th December in the Library

All books will be half the marked price - 
Cash only please

Support our school library by buying books 

Thank you to everyone who supported 
our fundraising for Children in Need this 
year. We raised a fantastic amount for 
this brilliant charity. 



You can also see the 
Ivanhoe Orchestra 

and Choir 
performing at 

Christmas in Ashby 
on Market Street
 Saturday 30th

 November
 1.45-2.15pm.

Exciting Musical Opportunity - Bandwise
A hugely popular few days of music making for young wind, brass and percussion players aged 8 – 21, 

ending with a concert at Nottingham’s renowned Albert Hall.  

Music is sent out in advance and then perfected at the weekend course under the guidance of our team 
of expert, specialist tutors.  The highlight of Bandwise is the final concert at the Albert Hall.  The course 
takes place on 11 + 12 January at Bluecoat Academy, Wollaton, with the concert at the Albert Hall the 
following Sunday 19 January.

For full details and to book a place, please give us a call on 0115 958 9312 or visit the website
 https://www.music-for-everyone.org/event/bandwise/

The search is now on to find our STEAM champions for the 4th Annual 
Ivanhoe STEAM show. 

Entries are now officially open following launch assemblies and our 
launch meeting  on Tuesday 26th for interested students.

If you think your child has got what it takes to put together an outstanding presentation in the fields of 
Science, Engineering, Computing, Maths or Design, please encourage them to take part. 

There are staff in school ready to help support them or alternatively they could work with an adult 
outside of school.

The closing date for initial applications is Friday 20th December, and the competition will be on Weds 4th 
March.

Click here to see more about last year’s winners.



P.E. NEWS

There has been lots going on in P.E. recently, with lots of students taking part in
 extra curricular activities.

Year 8s made it to the netball Quarter Finals but sadly lost out to St Pauls 
with a result of 13-3. However, they remained extremely positive and are 
excited to see what next year has to offer.

Year 8 boys also made it to the last 16 round of the football. They lost to 
Woodbrook Vale 5-2. They all played fantastically well and look forward to 
the Man City trip and the new year for the futsal tournament.

Basketball tournament - Our boys took part in a basketball tournament on 
14th November. Our year 8s played fantastically well and came second out 
of four teams. The year 9s finished fourth out of four.
Our girls took part in a basketball tournament held at Castle Rock 21st 
November. Our year 9s came second overall and the year 7 team lost one game 
and drew the other. 

Year 9 Rugby - Well done to the year 9 rugby team who played at Trent College 
and won 42-34. This was their first win of the year,  “a massive well done to all 
those involved.”
 
Boys Active – Amazing turnout for Boys Active Parkour sessions. The boys are 
absolutely loving the challenge of the sessions and were even jumping over the 
science block!! It will be dodgeball Boys Active after Christmas and some Christmas fun once parkour has finished!
 
Girls Active – Fantastic turn out to the Girls Active Zumba. The girls are loving the experience, having fun with their 
friends and enjoying themselves. There will be some Christmas fun 
once Zumba has finished and then it will be Yoga Girls Active after 
Christmas!

Inclusive sports festival - On Friday 15th of November we took 8 
students to an inclusive sports festival at Green Towers Hinckley. The 
aim of the event was to get students enjoying alternative sporting 
activities. The festival had a main focus on sitting volleyball, all 8 of 
the students involved were fantastic and had a great time doing the activities. 
 
Upcoming Competitions - On the 5th December the boys have a dodgeball tournament and the girls have their 
dodgeball tournament on 12th December at Ibstock. Also the year 7 and 8’s have their rugby fixture against Trent 
College on the 11th December. 
 We also have an Instagram account which can be found by searching @ivanhoecollegepe.

A BIG SHOUT OUT TO ALL THE STUDENTS WHO 
WENT ON THE MANCHESTER CITY TRIP THIS 
WEEK.
YOUR BEHAVIOUR WAS A CREDIT TO THE SCHOOL, 
AND WE WERE SO PROUD TO TAKE YOU ON THIS 
TRIP.

MORE DETAILS WILL BE IN THE NEXT NEWSLETTER



NEC SKILLS SHOW - YEAR 9
Year 9 were absolute superstars on our trip to the NEC on our first Enrichment Day 
of the year.  This year students were able to land a plane in the flight simulator 
and try out VR headsets, which they enjoyed.  Our students saw a range of careers 
and skills in action, with demonstrations including roofing, butchery and even 
forensic crime scene investigations! 
 
“I found out I could use my art skills in the NHS as an art 
therapist.  I even found out about careers in the police for my 
older brother!”

“There were loads of cool things to see”

“I absolutely loved this trip”

Well done, Year 9!
Miss Hayward (Subject Leader of Lifeskills) & Mrs Watson (Year 9 Head of 
Progress)

ENRICHMENT DAY 1

Year 8s Healthy Body,  Healthy Mind

For enrichment day Year 8s worked on understanding more about their personal wellbeing and understanding what 
strategies they could use to safeguard their wellbeing, mental health and foster better relationships with others. 
Students embarked on a variety of tasks including trying new sports, quizzes and activities aimed at getting to know 
each other and themselves better. 

PHYSICAL ME SOCIAL ME EMOTIONAL ME
Release the endorphins!
Get physically active
Try something new
Get involved
60 minutes a day 
•  Ultimate Frisbee
• Tchoukball 
• American Flag Football
• Benchball
•  Dodgeball
• Yoga

Interact
Friendships
Community
Sense of belonging
Confidence
Communication

Mental health
Know yourself
Self worth
Resilience
Coping strategies 
Growth Mindset



CHANGES TO BANK HOLIDAYS 2020
Due to the decision to move the May Bank Holiday in 2020 from Monday 4th May to Friday 8th May 

(to commemorate VE Day), please take this as early notice that school holidays will be the same.

Please be reminded that holidays cannot be authorised during the school term and fines may be 
issued for unauthorised absence.

For the most up to date information 
about your child, don’t forget to 
download Ivanhoe’s MY Ed app.

To download the app go to your device app store and search for ‘My Ed’.
Please follow the instructions for installation and login.
You will be asked to provide a couple of personal details which will then be automatically cross checked with our 
in-school system. This is intended to safeguard the information of your child to ensure only approved contacts can 
receive the data.

REMEMBRANCE 2019
IVANHOE WERE PROUD TO SUPPORT THE ASHBY 
REMEMBRANCE PARADE THIS YEAR AND WERE 
PARTICULARLY PLEASED TO HAVE SOME OF OUR HOUSE 
LEADERS AT THE MARCH.

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR STUDENTS WHO PURCHASED 
POPPYS AND OTHER ITEMS, WE RAISED £114.49 FOR THE 
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION POPPY APPEAL

THE FOREST FLOOR - BY ADRIAN MOAKES

Have you seen the new art work unveiled on North Street?

Representatives from Ivanhoe were invited to the official 
unveiling on 21st November with the Ashby Mayor and the 
artist Adrian Moakes.

Last year Adrian worked with some of our then Year 9 
students to create nature inspired sketches and wire work to 
be used in this fantastic piece of collaborative community art. 

Although our Year 9s have moved on to Ashby school, some 
of our Year 7s who cam up from Hill Top Primary also have 
work featured. 



FINES FOR UNAUTHORISED ABSENCES
• We are required to submit attendance data, including details of students with  unauthorised 

absences to Leicestershire County Council.
• As part of the crack down on poor attendance the Council will now be issuing fines to 

parents.
• This will be for term time holidays and other unauthorised absences. 
• The school have no involvement in the issuing of fines, nor do we receive any revenue 

from fining.
• Fixed fines are issued to both parents and for each child if they are siblings. 

YOU CAN READ OUR FULL ATTENDANCE POLICY HERE

CASUAL CLEANER VACANCY
Our cleaning team assist with cleaning duties across the College, and ensure that a high level of

cleanliness is maintained throughout the College on a daily basis.

We are looking for a casual cleaner to carry out cleaning duties as required including sweeping, dusting,
wall washing, toilet cleaning, mopping and use of vacuum cleaners.

Hours will be Monday to Friday during term-time, between 15:30-18:30, on an as-required basis
Weekend hours may also be available depending on bookings.

Please contact the Heads PA by email vacancies@ivanhoe.co.uk or telephone 01530 412756,
extension 210 for full details and an application pack 



Concerns outside of school hours
We seek to do everything we reasonably can to ensure the safety and wellbeing of our students. I am 
sure you will appreciate that there are limits to this outside of school hours and especially during the 
holidays.

We would therefore recommend that you….

• Monitor closely your child’s activity on social media. Most of the problems we have to deal with at the 
start of each term relate to antisocial behaviour that has taken place online during the holidays. If your 
child is being seriously abused online, contact the police.
 http://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/protecting-your-child-online

• Let us know if there have been any issues that we need to be aware of as soon as possible so we can 
respond promptly and appropriately when school reopens. We cannot guarantee that we will be able to 
respond to emails or myed messages out of school hours.

• Contact Social Services if you feel they should be aware of an issue.
You can call the Social Services Central Duty Team on 0116 305 0005 or
make an online referral via the following link
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/community-safety/report-abuse-or-neglect-of-
a-child

• Contact the police straight away if you believe a child is in immediate danger.

Thank you for your support on this matter.
Mr G. Bellmore 

 

Events Calendar
Date Event

Thursday 5th December Year 9E Parents Evening
Tuesday 10th December Christmas Concert
Friday 20th December School Closes for Christmas Break
Monday 6th January Back to School

Ivanhoe Term Dates -  Reminder

Please only use the Ivanhoe School Website to check term dates for this school. 
Google and Local Authority web pages cannot be guaranteed to have the correct information and this 

has caused confusion for some families.  

IN PARTICULAR PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE TO MAY BANK HOLIDAY 2020

Please ensure that you do not book holidays during term time.


