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Consultation regarding proposed changes to School 
Uniform

All parents and carers will now have received a letter regarding a proposed change to the 
Ivanhoe School uniform with effect from the Autumn Term 2019.

At Ivanhoe we are continuously working to provide the best possible educational 
experiences for our students. As part of the second phase of The Ivanhoe Way, we believe 
that having the right attitude also means being dressed for success. We believe that a 
change to a smarter,more formal uniform has the potential to have a strongly positive 
impact on the culture of Ivanhoe.

All three secondary schools in the Ashby and Ibstock area – Ashby School, Ibstock 
Community School and Ivanhoe College are currently in consultation about changing 
uniforms to a more formal version. We have collaborated together to ensure the best 
provision for the students in this area and to make sure that all secondary establishments 
are giving the same messages about a smart appearance.

Over leaf you will see examples of the proposed new uniform. We are conscious of the 
financial impact that this might have and we are keen to secure value for money for parents 
around school uniforms so you will see the cost analysis below. (*approximate costs)

Next stages of the consultation
We are consulting with staff, parents and students regarding these proposals and we would
welcome parents views by email to uniform@ivanhoe.co.uk (please reference your email
‘CONSULTATION RESPONSE’) by the consultation closing date of Monday 1st April.

Following the completion of the consultation, the final decision will be made by the Full
Governing Body and parents will be informed of the decision by 5th April.
If the proposal is approved by the Full Governing Body we expect to implement these proposals for the start of the 
2019-20 academic year.

New Uniform Costs * Old Uniform Cost
Blue Trutex Blazer £25.00-£30.00 2 x Sweatshirts £24.00 -£36.00
Tie £6.00 N/A
Non-iron shirts 3 pack £12.00-£15.00 2 x Polo Shirts with Logo £18.00-£24.00
Formal Grey Trousers/ 
Blue Pleated Skirt

£15.00 - £20.00 Black Trousers/ Black 
Pleated Skirt

£15.00-£20.00

Black Leather/Leather look 
polishable Shoes

£20.00-£50.00 Black leather/leather look 
polishable Shoes

£20.00 - £50.00

Total for new uniform £78.00 - £121.00 Total for old Uniform £64.00 - £130.00
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Information on proposed changes to Uniform for Sept 2019
At Ivanhoe we aim for the highest standards as set out in our vision statement – ‘Journey to excellence’. We believe 
that high standards of dress and a smartly worn school uniform are important for several reasons:

• It encourages students to ‘dress for success’ and to feel pride in being part of the 
Ivanhoe community and embodies the Ivanhoe Way.

•  It reduces the scope for competitive dressing which can be a source of much 
unhappiness for children

• It is practical and relatively inexpensive

We also know that a firm school uniform policy is what most parents/carers want, and that they want us to enforce 
it consistently. 

We propose to make our uniform more formal from September 2019 in the following ways:
1. A change from the Ivanhoe Sweatshirt to a formal blue blazer with the Ivanhoe Logo
2. A change from the Ivanhoe Polo Shirt to a formal shirt and tie
3. A change from black trousers and skirts to a formal grey trouser/blue checked pleated skirt.
4. The introduction of a V neck jumper – optional.
5. The choice of formal grey shorts to be worn in the warmer months

Why attendance matters 
The consequences of low attendance are serious for all children and for the community, not 
just the students who miss school.

How important is attendance?
The attendance rate is important because students are more likely to succeed in their studies 
when they attend school consistently. Research has proven that students with attendance of 96% and above 
achieve better in exams and go on to earn more than their counterparts do.

It’s difficult for the teacher and the class to build their skills and progress if a large number 
of students are frequently absent. In addition to falling behind in their studies, evidence 
locally and national suggests that young people who are not regularly in school may be 
more likely to be involved in anti-social behaviour within their community.

Check y our MyEd app to view your child’s current attendance



S.T.E.A.M. Show
On Thursday 28th February, we hosted our third annual S.T.E.A.M. Show event. This year’s event was even bigger 
and more successful than before with the school having secured sponsorship from a number of local businesses, 
allowing them to recognise the huge achievements of all of the participants as well as giving prizes to the Award 
Winners.

The S.T.E.A.M. Show gives the students, aged 11-14, the opportunity 
to showcase their ingenuity, creativity and technical skills in Science, 
Technology, Engineering (including computing), Arts and Maths. 
Working in teams, or individually, students are in complete control of 
their projects: from the choice of topic, through to how they tackle 
the workload. Some students undertake research to further their 
knowledge, others conduct experiments to prove a hypothesis, many 
students will produce prototype products - there really is no limit to 
what they can do.

On the day of the show the 41 students involved not only had to present their project to a panel of judges, but 
also entertain and inspire hundreds of year 7 students as they gave them a sneak peek of their work. At the main 
evening event over 70 visitors, including representatives from businesses, the town council, school governors 
and family members, as well as past winners from Ashby School, were able to browse the stalls and talk with 
students about their inspiration, the findings of their projects and even take part in hands on demonstrations. 
The atmosphere at the evening event was electric; one visitor said, “The hard work put into all the stands was 
clear to see. All the ‘presenters’ were fantastic, very confident and could explain their subject and give their 
demonstrations really clearly and in a very professional manner. Fantastic Show!” It was a real celebration 
event.

Ivanhoe College were pleased to welcome business representatives from Rolls Royce, Triumph, 3M, Tesco and 
the Leicestershire Education Music Hub. Ros Smith from 3M, who has been attending the show since the first 
year said, “What another brilliant show, every year I think wow at the standard of the work the students 
produce.”

Nicola, Community Champion from Tesco Ashby said, “We didn’t know what to expect from the show, but when 
we were approached with the opportunity to sponsor an award we knew the Teamwork Award was the right 
fit for Tesco, and the winner of the Teamwork Award happened to be our favourite on the night!”



At 6pm, everyone gathered to discover who had won the awards. Subject Leader for Computing, Mr Thornewill 
said, “Thank you to all of the students for making our job as judges so hard, we were so impressed with the 
standard of the projects and the confidence of the students presenting. The skills of team work, ingenuity and 
resilience were clear to see.”
All of the students this year have been presented with a medal kindly paid for by Ashfield Cares.
Mr Thornewill said, “For those students who haven’t won an award this evening please know that those medals 
around your necks are in no way a second prize, but instead an outward symbol of your dedication to going over 
and above which is everything that our school ethos, ‘The Ivanhoe Way’ symbolises.”

The Best in Show Award was sponsored by Rolls Royce for the second year running and was presented by Mark 
McIntosh and Amy Derbyshire from Rolls Royce.
Mark said, “Last year we were blown away with the quality we saw, this year, even more so. The standard is so 
high, which is why we are proud to sponsor the event, but also invite all of the award winners to join us for a day 
at the Rolls Royce site in Derby.”

The awards winners were as follows:

Computing Award 
• Jasmine Morris
• James Gravett
• James Reynolds-Storer 
for their Robotic Arm Project 
incorporating model building 
and computer programming.

 Science Award 
• Daniel Crumley 
• Jack Wheeler 
with their Komodo Dragon Project 
incorporating research and an imagined 
model in programmed technic Lego.

Self-Manager 
Award 

• Hannah Lee, 
• Jessica Robertson- 

Dover Ella Robinson
• Tara Ewbank 
• Lauren Fone 
with a space project 
incorporating VR headsets 
and 3D printing.

Design Award
• Jack Kent
• Jasper Bath
for their Robot Skirting 
Board Cleaner with 
a working robot 
demonstration

Design Award
• Alice McDermott
• Maddie Hall 
• Jack Howes 
for their Survival Coat including a prototype 
and branding.



Best in Show Award
The Rolls Royce Award for Best in Show, for the second year in a row, was presented to Year 9 student 
Daisy Hainsworth. She impressed the judges with an original project, where she had created a new 
brand of skincare called Fussy Bunny for sensitive skin. Not only had she conducted research, produced 
the products and designed the branding, but had also launched a social media platform, applied for 
patents and approval for sale, and on top of everything, her work was presented impeccably. Having 
being involved with the STEAM Show for the last 3 years, Daisy is a wonderful role model for our 

younger students.

Congratulations to all of the winners.
We would like to thank all of this year’s sponsors. A kind donation from Ashfield Cares allowed all students to receive 
a medal and certificate, as well as paying for trophies and Amazon vouchers for the winner. Thank you to Tesco for 
providing an experience voucher to the Teamwork winners. To 3M for providing us with some power packs that were 
given to winners and finally to Rolls Royce for welcoming all of our winners to their site.

Finally, a word from Deputy Mayor of Ashby Richard Bebbington, “I would just like to say how impressed I am with 
the efforts of all the students, simply brilliant!”

Creativity 
Award 

• Sophie Ricketts
• Lauren Austen 
• Zillah Burgess 
for their Peculiar 
Peacock Project 
researching the roles of 
peacock feathers.

Team Work Award 
Kindly sponsored by Tesco Ashby 

Alannah Johnson, Phoebe Wileman, Karina 
Davies and Millie McCauley for their Walkie 
Talkie Badge project.



P.E. NEWS
Girls Active Club

Before half term, we started a Girls’ Active Club which takes place after school on a Wednesday until 4.15pm. The 
girls have nominated activities that they would like to have a go at and so far we have taken part in bench ball, judo, 
a fitness challenge and Zumba! We started off with 30 girls participating in the first week, which was a fantastic 
number. We had 50 girls for both the Judo and fitness challenge, which we were absolutely overwhelmed with. The 
aim of the club is to encourage as many girls as possible to try something new and have fun with their friends. So far, 
the feedback from the girls that have attended has been brilliant and they all have a smile on their faces at some point 
in the session, even when they are working hard. We have still got a football tournament, Kick-boxing, Taekwondo, 
Yoga and Quidditch planned to name but a few before the summer holidays so there is a lot to look forward to. All 
girls are welcome to start at any time and can just come and have a go at the sessions that they fancy.

Hockey Update
On Friday 1st March, we took two Year 8 hockey teams to Oakham School for the County Hockey Tournament. 
Both the boys’ team and the girls’ team showed outstanding sportsmanship, determination and independence as 
they organised themselves and they conducted themselves fantastically on the day, which was noted by several 
other members of staff. The girls had some difficult teams to play against but they showed great resilience as they 
took every game as a challenge to improve and were always asking questions on what they should do next to 
improve their game further. It was a great learning experience for all involved. The boys were very independent 
and organised themselves, even down to wanting to do their own team talks. They beat several outstanding teams 
and in the end, it came down to goal difference, where they lost out by one point to coming second, meaning that 
they just missed out on Midlands qualification! Both teams were a pleasure to take out of school and did Ivanhoe 
proud.



Girls Football 
Activators

On Monday 4th March, 8 girls in year 7 and 8 were at 
Loughborough University training and developing their 
leadership skills to be Girls Football Activators here at 
Ivanhoe. 
In partnership with the Youth Sport Trust and the 
FA, the #GameOfOurOwn programme focuses 
on introducing more girls to football by teaching 
leadership skills to students, who can then apply these 
skills back in school to engage their peers. 

On their training day, the girls were introduced to 
different marketing and design strategies to be able to 
best promote their events, and also had a session on 

coaching and how to organise and manage a large event. As a bonus, there was also a talk and appearance from 
ex-England Lioness internationals Sue Smith (BBC & Sky Sports Presenter) and Sophie Bradley-Auckland (Liverpool 
Women’s Player) who stayed and interacted with the girls all day. 

Our Activators will go on to organise, promote and deliver their own girls football club and event with the 
aim to get as many girls as possible to try out football. This will be completely run by the girls, but with the 
support of the PE Dept and will hopefully be put into place very soon, so watch this space! If you want any more 
information, come and see our Activators:

Year 7   Year 8
Georgia Shaw  Maddi Smalley
Mia Sutton   Maddie Hall
Harriet Cave   Alice McDermott
Maggie Rennie  Caitlin Ewing

BRITISH ATHLETICS CHAMPIONSHIPS
Mr Smyth said, “We took 14 students to see the indoor championship, the nationals. We 
watched the best athletes our country has to offer. The students were outstandingly well 
behaved and made the day very easy for myself and Miss Howe. They also met lots of the 

athletes, including UK number heptathlete Katarina Johnson Thompson.”



Ivanhoe Tennis Champion.
Congratulations to Year 8 student Talia Neilson-Gatensby who won the 
14u GB National Tour Finals in February. 
This is an invitational event where the top 16 girls who’ve competed in 
the grade 2 nationals get to compete to see who finishes the National 
Champion at the end of the season.  

Talia has only just entered this age group officially, with another 3 
seasons left so she was not expecting such a result.  She fought really 
hard and played exceptionally well over the 3 days to win all 4 matches 
in 2 sets. 6-4 6-1, 7-5 6-0 in the quarter finals, 6-2 6-1 in the semis And 
finally  played her best match in the final to take the title 6-1 6-0.

Her family are thrilled for her as she works so hard to train around 
schooling as much as possible, resulting in late nights 4 nights a week; 
whilst maintaining a normal life as possible around the tennis. 

If you have any news to share of achievements outside of school please email your child’s form tutor.

Rugby
The rugby season is back in full swing with yr 7 and 8 training after school on Wednesdays and yr 9 on Thursdays.

Date Year Group Home/Away Opposition
Thurs 21st March 7,8,9 Away Castle Rock
Mon 25th March 8,9 Home Bosworth Academy
Thurs 28th March 7,8,9 Away Newbridge

Wednesday 3rd April 7,8,9 Away Brookvale

Thursday 9th May 7,8,9 Away South Charnwood

Date Sport Year 
Group

Home/
Away

Opposition

Weds 13th March Sportshall Athletics 9 Away Castle Rock

Thurs 21st March Girls Football 7,8/9 Away Castle Rock
Mon 25th March Girls Football 7,8/9 Away Bosworth 

Academy
Thurs 28th March Girls Football 7,8/9 Away Newbridge

Weds 3rd April Girls Football 7,8/9 Away Brookvale

Thurs 9th May Girls Football 7,8/9 Away South Charnwood

Other Sports Fixtures



Belgium Trip

In February, we once again had the honour of taking some of our Year 9 students to the Ypres area of Belgium and 
the Somme in France. This trip runs every year and is an opportunity to make our Year 9 WW1 History curriculum 
come alive. We visited various places of historical significance, memorials, cemeteries, museums and trench sys-
tems. We also took part in the Last Post ceremony at the Menin Gate, where we laid a bespoke wreath made by the 
students. As usual, this was a moving and emotional experience for all.

This year’s group were absolutely excellent and demonstrated a high level of engagement, reflection and empathy . 
Our students said:
“A unique experience”
“ I learned so much and would really recommend this trip to anyone.”
“ A perfect trip for anyone fascinated in History.”
“ Very touching and emotional. It made me see war from all sides.”

Mrs Wild







Donate £1 to the comic relief charity 
collection at school and wear your wild and 

fantastic socks to join in the fun.

RED NOSES ON SALE 
FROM MONDAY

£1.25 EACH

PLEASE BRING 
CORRECT CHANGE

PLEASE BRING CAKE 
DONATIONS TO RECEPTION 
ON FRIDAY MORNING.

CAKES WILL BE ON SALE AT 
LUNCHTIME IN THE DRAMA 
STUDIO

Usual uniform 
except the socks

Please can 
everyone bring 
items for the 

food bank

URGENTLY NEEDED FOOD ITEMS
• TINNED FRUIT (400GMS)
• TINNED SPONGE PUDDINGS
• TINNED MEAT PIES
• UHT MILK (1 LITRE)
• BREAKFAST CEREALS

• Plus TIN OPENERS

COMIC RELIEF
FRIDAY 15TH MARCH



Student Council News
Student Funded Outdoor 
Seating Update.

Students met with Mrs        
Winfield our Business         
Manager to discuss the new outdoor seating : includ-
ing styles and locations.
The seating is now on-site and being assembled and 
will be appearing on the playground in the next few 
weeks.

Humanities Enrichment Day
On Thursday 26th February, the students in Year 9 Ash were very 
privileged to be able to hear the story of Mindu Hornick, one of the 
few remaining survivors of Auschwitz. 
At 85 years of age Mindu, who now lives in Birmingham, travels the 
country speaking to young people to help ensure that the horror of 
the Holocaust  is never forgotten or repeated.

Born to Jewish parents in a small town outside Prague, Mindu’s 
hay merchant father was forced into the army after the German 
occupation, she never saw him again. The family was sent to a 
Hungarian ghetto, from where around 70 Jewish women and children 
were loaded onto a tiny rail carriage and taken to, the now notorious, 
Auschwitz camp.

When they arrived at the camp a Polish prisoner advised Mindu’s mother to send her and her sister Eva ahead 
and to lie about their age. They said they were 17 and 19 and were seamstresses, this ultimately saved their 
lives, but they never saw their mother or brothers again. They were forced into slave labour and were paraded 
out everyday for selection of prisoners to be sent to the gas chambers. They witnessed many people killed and 
tortured.

In 1942 Mindu and her sister were sent to an underground ammunition factory again to work as slave labour. 
Constantly in a state of hunger and exhaustion Mindu says it 
was sheer luck that her and her sister survived.

After being liberated by the Allied Forces in May 1945 Mindu 
initially returned to Prague, but was forced to flee to live with 
an uncle in Birmingham in 1948 during the Soviet occupation.

Students and staff were visibly moved by the story, which 
was so shocking and graphic. Students also had the 
opportunity to ask Mindu any questions that they wanted. 

You can hear Mindu’s story by clicking here
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aBO2Ejgt4sU


Once upOn a time........
the ashby schOOls

 liaisOn cOncert 

Friday 15th March
• Matinee 1-3pm £2 per ticket
• Evening 5-7pm 
 Adults £4 cons £2

U.K.M.T.
INTERMEDIATE 
MATH CHALLENGE
This is a national Challenge which 
aims to stimulate mathematical 
problem solving and is aimed at the 
most able students in Years 9 - 11. 

The Challenge took place on Thursday, 7th Feb, with 

Abbie Giffard achieving a Silver 
Award and ‘Best in School’. 

Four other students: 
George Worrow-Goodin, Natalie Tipper, 

Daniel Sixsmith and Adam Bailey achieved a 
‘Bronze Award.’

ASTHMA 
REMINDER

IF YOUR CHILD MAY NEED TO USE 
AN INHALER, PLEASE ENSURE 

THAT THEY CARRY IT WITH THEM 
AT ALL TIMES IN 
SCHOOL AND ON 
SCHOOL TRIPS.



 

Events Calendar
Date Event

Thursday 14th March Year 7 ELM Parents’ Evening
Friday 15th March Ashby Liaison Concert
Friday 15th March Comic Relief
Friday 22nd March Year 7 Camp-out Trip

Tuesday 26th March Enrichment Day 6
Friday 5th April End of Term

Tuesday 23rd April First Day of Summer Term
Friday 26th April Year 8 Whitby Trip

Thursday 2nd May Enrichment Day 7
Monday 6th May Bank Holiday- School Closed
Friday 10th May Year 7 PGL
Friday 17th May Year 8 Survival Trip
Friday 24th May End of Half Term

Tuesday 18th June Awards Evening

Concerns outside of school hours
We seek to do everything we reasonably can to ensure the safety and wellbeing of our students. I am sure you 
will appreciate that there are limits to this outside of school hours and especially during the holidays.

We would therefore recommend that you….

• Monitor closely your child’s activity on social media. Most of the problems we have to deal with at the start 
of each term relate to antisocial behaviour that has taken place online during the holidays. If your child is being 
seriously abused online contact the police.
 http://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/protecting-your-child-online

• Let us know if there have been any issues that we need to be aware of as soon as possible so we can respond 
promptly and appropriately when school reopens. We cannot guarantee that we will be able to respond to emails 
etc. out of school hours.

• Contact Social Services if you feel they should be aware of an issue.
You can call the Social Services Central Duty Team on 0116 305 0005 or
make an online referral via the following link
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/community-safety/report-abuse-or-neglect-of-a-child

• Contact the police straight away if you believe a child is in immediate danger.

Thank you for your support on this matter.
Mr G. Bellmore 
Deputy Principal

 http://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/protecting-your-child-online
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/community-safety/report-abuse-or-neglect-of-a-child


Ivanhoe Term Dates -  Reminder
Please only use the Ivanhoe School Website to check term dates for this school. 

Google and Local Authority web pages cannot be guaranteed to have the correct information 
and this has caused confusion for some families.  

In particular please note Easter 2019 may be different to other schools in the area and that 
our Easter 2019 is different from some Leicestershire schools due to the lateness of Easter next 

year. 
Please ensure that you do not book holidays during term time.

FINES FOR UNAUTHORISED ABSENCES
• We are required to submit attendance data, including details of students with  unauthorised 

absences to Leicestershire County Council.
• As part of the crack down on poor attendance the Council will now be issuing fines to parents.
• This will be for term time holidays and other unauthorised absences. 
• The school have no involvement in the issuing of fines, nor do we receive any revenue from 

fining.
• Fixed fines are issued to both parents and for each child if they are siblings. 


