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Have your say on plans to invest up to £20m in developing new provision 
for children and young people with special education needs and 

disabilities (SEND) in Leicestershire.

Leicestershire County Council have launched a three-month consultation on the proposals.

These include:
• Expanding the council’s existing special schools
• Creating up to 15 new SEND ‘units’, or ‘enhanced resource bases’ in mainstream schools
• Building three new special schools: two for social, emotional and mental health needs 

(SEMH) and one for communication and interaction needs (this includes autistic spectrum 
disorder – ASD) 

• Creating more places in our existing enhanced resource bases 

Enhanced resource bases are small units with specialist staff where children can benefit from 
smaller teaching groups and extra help, whilst still having access to the mainstream school for 
certain activities. 

“These and exciting, ambitious plans which we believe are very much needed, and we’d love 
to hear your views on how the new provision should look, feel and operate through our short 
questionnaire.
The majority of children with SEND can have their needs met with support in mainstream 
schools. However, we believe that where specialist provision is needed, this should be as 
close as possible to the child’s community and, wherever possible, in a specialist provision 
that allows them to benefit from aspects of mainstream school life.
If we increase local capacity in our own schools we believe it will not only help ease the 
pressure on our budgets but will also ensure that families can access appropriate high 
quality education in their communities.”

Ivan Ould, Leicestershire County Council cabinet member for children and families
 
A series of meetings are being held in Wigston, Melton, Loughborough, Coalville and Hinckley 
from the end of February, for anyone who would like to find out more. Booking isn’t necessary 
and full details are available by clicking here

The consultation is asking for views on how the new provision should look and feel. In the 
spring more information will be available on the type and proposed location of the provisions. 

The council’s ruling cabinet will consider the responses to the consultation when it meets in 
the summer.
  

The deadline for responses is midnight on Sunday, March 31.
You can apply online or call 0116 305 7150 or email SEND-Consultation@leics.gov.uk for 

enquiries, or to request a hard copy of the consultation document and questionnaire

https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/have-your-say/current-consultations/send-consultation


Year 8 Enrichment Day - Humanities
Year 8 Ash spent their January Enrichment Day learning all about Islam, 
with the help of education group ‘Discover Islam’. 
The day consisted of a variety of sessions learning about the daily 
lives of Muslims, Islamic art, challenging racism, xenophobia and 
Islamaphobia including in the media.

Speaking with Jahed Ahmed, students learnt more the foundations of 
Islam. This included how Islam shares many beliefs with Judaism and 
Christianity until the time of Jesus, about fasting during Ramadan 
and who is exempt, and also about pilgrimages.

They also learnt more about how modern Muslims practice their 
religion. Many modern Muslim use technology such as apps to 
help them in their religious life such as times for call to prayer,         
or reading translations of the Qua-ran. 
Students were surprised to learn that any Muslims who have 
savings for a year of £1000 or more are encouraged to give a
percentage to charity and that in Britain many of their donations 
are given to support foodbanks and other charities tackling 
UK poverty. 

As a group students discussed how we can make misconceptions of 
people based on someone’s appearance, beliefs or religion.
They were encouraged to use empathy to think about how they 
would feel if they were in someone else’s shoes and experienced 
discrimination, and how they might feel if they were a refugee fleeing 
danger trying to find a safe home, but then also facing discrimination or 
hatred.

Looking at Islamic art students learnt that Muslims do not 
include images of living people or creatures in their artwork.
 They also prohibit the portrayal of their God or prophets as this 
is seen as very disrespectful.
Instead they focussed on patterns with lots of symmetry. 
Students created their own designs following these principles. 
Well done to Jake for getting a certificate from Mrs Wild for his 
work.  



Year 9 Options
We had an excellent turn out of students at the 
Ashby School option meetings last week. 
We have also managed to catch up with most 
of those students who could not attend in 
lunchtime meetings. 
Students will also be discussing GCSE options as 
part of their LifeSkills lessons.

However, if your child has still not spoken with 
anyone about their option choices and would 
like some personal advice or guidance, please 
either speak to myself, or their form tutor in the 
first instance.

Don’t forget that the deadline for options is at 
the end of February. 

Mr Mills- Head of Progress - Year 9.

Year 8 Elm had a great time at the Leicester 
Space Centre on Enrichment day with 

Maths.

Year 9 Enrichment Day - Languages
On 21st January, Year 9 Ash took part in a languages day. The aim of the day was to provide students with 
further cultural awareness of France. The groups studied a variety of topics: the paintings of Matisse, the ‘Fête 
des Lumières’ in Lyon, the ‘Puy du Fou’ theme park in the Vendée region and some students learned about the 
language and culture of the Basque region of France. 

The Basque language is one of the oldest known languages still used today, and is a language isolate, meaning it 
has no connection to any other language.

Here are a few words for you to try:
Kaixo! Hello!   Mesedez  please   bai yes
Agur!  Bye!   Eskerrik asko  thank you  ez no
Barkatu Excuse me  Maite zaitut  I love you  Naiz my name is   
 
A common Basque proverb is:
“Happiness is the only thing we can give without having” 
( Izan gabe eman dezakegun gauza bakarra da zoriona).



Student Council News
On Friday 18th January the Student Council met for the second time. Like our last 
meeting we started with an icebreaker to get the students focussed on the task 
for the session. We played the classic whisper game and it really highlighted the 
importance of listening carefully, and how without clarity the message could easily 
be lost.

The students had come prepared for the meeting with 
feedback from their forms, to put together an Ivanhoe 
GROW and GLOW sheet. The purpose of which was to 
identify things that are working really well in school, and 
student viewpoints on things that aren’t working as well. 
Students were briefed to think of Ivanhoe as meaning; 
students, staff, facilities, the building, and our whole 
school community, and their views were welcome on all 
of these. 

 

Each group nominated a secretary and a speaker for the task, 
and they all worked really hard in their groups and showed great 
respect to each other. The speakers shared some of their points 
with the whole council which was excellent presentation practice 
for them.

Key GLOWS included: excellent food, a varied curriculum, great 
trips and enrichment days and feeling safe and supported at 
school.

GROWS included: more food options for different dietary 
requirements, long queues for food and wanting different 
reward prizes. 

As a result of this, students have volunteered for focus groups 
to discuss further this term the following issues :
• Rewards meeting with Mr Bellmore - Deputy Head
• Food meeting with Mrs Westwood - Assistant Business 
Manager

There will also be a group of Year 9s meeting with Mr Mills to 
discuss any concerns  about transitioning to Ashby School. 

Also, following the fundraising efforts of the Student 
Council last year,  a group of students will be meeting with 
Mrs Winfield, the School Business Manager ,to order the 
outdoor seating before the better weather in the Spring.

The takeaway task this time asked form reps to come up 
with ideas of an Ivanhoe ‘Wish List’ similar to the seating 
last year, that the Student Council could support. 



 

Events Calendar
Date Event

Thursday 31st January Year 8 ASH Parents’ Evening
Weds 6th February Year 8 ELM Parents’ Evening

Sunday 10th February Belgium Trip
Friday 15th February Break up for Half Term

Monday 25th February Back to School
Tuesday 26th February Enrichment Day 5
Thursday 28th February Ivanhoe STEAM Show

Tuesday 5th March Plas Gwynant Year 9 Trip
Wednesday 6th March Year 7 ASH Parents’ Evening

Thursday March 7th World Book Day
Thursday 14th March Year 7 ELM Parents’ Evening

Friday 15th March Ashby Liaison Concert
Friday 15th March Comic Relief
Friday 22nd March Year 7 Camp-out Trip

Tuesday 26th March Enrichment Day 6

Concerns outside of school hours
We seek to do everything we reasonably can to ensure the safety and wellbeing of our students. I am sure you 
will appreciate that there are limits to this outside of school hours and especially during the holidays.

We would therefore recommend that you….

• Monitor closely your child’s activity on social media. Most of the problems we have to deal with at the start 
of each term relate to antisocial behaviour that has taken place online during the holidays. If your child is being 
seriously abused online contact the police.
 http://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/protecting-your-child-online

• Let us know if there have been any issues that we need to be aware of as soon as possible so we can respond 
promptly and appropriately when school reopens. We cannot guarantee that we will be able to respond to emails 
etc. out of school hours.

• Contact Social Services if you feel they should be aware of an issue.
You can call the Social Services Central Duty Team on 0116 305 0005 or
make an online referral via the following link
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/community-safety/report-abuse-or-neglect-of-a-child

• Contact the police straight away if you believe a child is in immediate danger.

Thank you for your support on this matter.
Mr G. Bellmore 
Deputy Principal

 http://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/protecting-your-child-online
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/leisure-and-community/community-safety/report-abuse-or-neglect-of-a-child


Ivanhoe Term Dates -  Reminder
Please only use the Ivanhoe School Website to check term dates for this school. 

Google and Local Authority web pages cannot be guaranteed to have the correct information 
and this has caused confusion for some families.  

In particular please note Easter 2019 may be different to other schools in the area and that 
our Easter 2019 is different from some Leicestershire schools due to the lateness of Easter next 

year. 
Please ensure that you do not book holidays during term time.

FINES FOR UNAUTHORISED ABSENCES
• We are required to submit attendance data, including details of students with  unauthorised 

absences to Leicestershire County Council.
• As part of the crack down on poor attendance the Council will now be issuing fines to parents.
• This will be for term time holidays and other unauthorised absences. 
• The school have no involvement in the issuing of fines, nor do we receive any revenue from 

fining.
• Fixed fines are issued to both parents and for each child if they are siblings. 


