
 
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
May I start by saying a big well done to all of our parents, carers and students who 
have been learning at home over the past 9 weeks.  I have no doubt that there will 
have been times where it has felt challenging, stressful and sometimes even 
impossible.  All of the effort put in by our students and their families to ensure 
learning has continued during these unprecedented times will not go to waste. 
 
From around 10.30am today the school was affected by a Virgin Media network 
issue, meaning we had no internal connection.  This affected student access to 
Moodle.  Apologies for any inconvenience this caused to students learning at home.  
It certainly was an unusual end to an unusual few weeks! 
 
We are looking forward to welcoming back our students into school from next 
week.  Please take time to read the letter sent to parents and carers this morning which sets out the details of our 
return, with a reminder of our school procedures – click here to go to the letter.  If your child is feeling anxious about 
the return to school, please reassure them that lots of friendly faces will be waiting for them on their return, and we 
are so looking forward to see them back in the building.   
 
A few updates from me this week: 

 

 
You may have seen in the government announcement about the reopening of schools that it is intended for students 
in secondary schools to be offered two home tests per week.  The guidance states that once students have 
completed three lateral flow tests in school, it is envisaged that they will transition to home testing.  We are awaiting 
further guidance from the Department for Education on this – please expect more details on home testing and home 
test kits to follow once students are back in school. 
 
 
 
 
This week’s GCSE profile focuses on our Science department, 
where the team have been working hard over the last few 
months developing the Science curriculum forward from 11-16..    
 
Mrs Hartshorn in our Science team has taught in local upper 
schools (14 – 19years) for most of her career, as well as 
examining GCSE for over 20 years.  “Teaching in an upper school 
made me realise how beneficial it is to have taught the students at key stage 3.  I’m really excited about getting to 
know the students really well and following them through to GCSE”.     
 
As well as being an examiner for 3 years, Subject Leader Mrs Boussida has 11 years of experience teaching both 
Double and Triple Award GCSE Science, as well as spending 8 years at her former school as Key Stage 4 Coordinator.  
She is also a regular attendee at the Leicestershire Science Network meetings, which has helped her to build solid 
connections with other schools and Science departments across the county, sharing best practice.  She has been 
leading her team in completing department CPD focused on Key Stage 4 study, and she’s not been letting them off 
easily...  “We have been taking GCSE Science Exams ourselves, and marking and moderating them with an external 
GCSE moderator so that we fully understand what’s required in each GCSE question.  I was very proud of getting a 9 
on my Biology paper!”.   Such preparation will mean that we will can ensure effective guidance through Science 
GCSEs. 
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The Science department is looking forward to being able to teach the broader specialisms of Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics and well as expanding upon the practical aspects of GCSE work, hoping to inspire Ivanhoe students to pursue 
a career in Science.    
 
 

 

This week saw the second week of our virtual active clubs, with the girls completing boxing and the boys completing 
a rugby themed session. It was brilliant once again to see the students engaging in physical activitiy and giving it a go. 
They worked really hard and enjoyed themselves. We also saw some new faces for both sessions this week, which 
was fantastic.  
 
The booking is open for next week’s activities via Moodle. Students need to login on the Remote Learning Portal, 
click on to the PE section, and then select the link for the club and book on. The time of the sessions has changed for 
next week to cater for the students’ return to school.  
 

The timetable for next week is as follows;  

Wednesday:  

Year 7 Girls: 4pm-5pm – Rugby 

Year 8 and 9 Girls: 5pm–6pm - Rugby  

Thursday:  

Year 7 Boys: 4pm-5pm – Martial Arts 

Year 8&9 Boys: 5pm-6pm - Martial Arts 

 

What did our students enjoy this week? 

• “Thank you, it was really fun!” 

• “I liked seeing other faces” 

• “I experienced something new” 

• “I tried something new and I enjoyed it” 

• “I really enjoyed it because it was really fun and an 

interesting sport.”  

• “I like it because it is just girls”  

• “It cures boredom” 

• “I enjoyed learning new skills” 

• “When can we do it again?” 

• “You aren’t forced to turn your camera on and if you mess up, it doesn’t matter”  

• “It gives me something to do after school” 

• “I really liked some of the exercises”  

• “It was very good and fun”  

 

If you have any questions, please get in touch with Beth Smith: b.smith@ivanhoe.co.uk .  We would love as many of 

our students to get involved as possible! 
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Throughout the week, Ivanhoe teachers nominate students as Ivanhoe Superstars.  Congratulations to the following 

students nominated as this week’s Superstars: 

 

 Year 7   Year 8   Year 9  
Charlie-Beau, Charlie, Freya, Tom Alannah, Alice, Harriet, Theo, May Hannah-May, Joseph, Maisie 

 
 
 
 
 
I spent another enjoyable morning today with 
some of our fantastic Year 7 students who had 
been chosen by their Form Tutors to have a 
virtual hot chocolate (and a Freddo!) with me 
over Microsoft Teams.  It was a fantastic 
opportunity to say well done and thank you to a 
small group of students who have consistently 
worked hard, engaged with learning and 
showed resilience and enthusiasm. 
 
Well done to all those who attended – you are 
setting a fantastic example of following the 
Ivanhoe Way.   
 
 
Stay safe and best wishes,  
 
Mrs. Allford 
Headteacher 

Ivanhoe Superstars 

Hot Chocolate with the Head – Year 7 focus 


