
 
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
As we reach the end of an unusual term – the likes of which I hope will not need to be 
repeated! – there is no doubt that parents, students and staff alike will be looking 
forward to a well-earned half term break.  The vast majority of our students have 
happily returned to school, eager to learn and follow the Ivanhoe Way.  I am also 
immensely proud of all the staff across the school, whose commitment to keeping our 
students safe whilst ensuring the best quality of education throughout the changes has 
been superb.   
 
There are certainly signs of Spring on the horizon – with lighter mornings, flowers 
blossoming and sunshine streaming through the classrooms this week.  With these 
signs of Spring come signs of hope; with more members of the local community receiving vaccinations, and the plan 
for restrictions to ease as we return to school following the Easter break.  If we all continue to do our part in keeping 
everyone safe, and follow the guidance in and outside of school, I am certainly hopeful that we can start on the 
journey to more “normality”.   
 
After we return from our Easter break, these bulletins will be issued fortnightly during term time.  Our parent 
newsletter will resume at the end of each term.   
 
A few updates from me this week before we break up: 
 
 
 
 
Following the success of the asymptomatic testing 

programme on the return to school and college, the 

Department for Education have advised all schools and 

colleges that it is vital to keep testing at home 

throughout the Easter holidays and into the summer 

term.   Please continue to test twice a week at home 

from now on and report results as positive, negative or 

void.  The results should be reported to both the NHS 

and to school.  This information is critical in helping us 

to understand the prevalence of the virus across the 

country. 

The Department for Education has asked for all students and all staff working in schools and colleagues to 

continue to test twice weekly over the Easter holidays.  Students have been sent home with additional home 

testing kits and MyEd reminders with the link to report results to the school will be sent every Wednesday and 

Sunday throughout the Easter holiday. 

Please also ensure that your child(ren) are tested before returning to school for the start of the new term on 

Monday 12th April: either the night before on Sunday 11th April, or during the morning of Monday 12th April prior to 

setting off for school.  This will help us to find and isolate any positive cases. 

If your child tests positive, your entire household must self-isolate and a confirmatory PCR test should be arranged 

(as home tests are not conducted in a controlled environment).  Please inform the school by emailing 

covidresults@ivanhoe.co.uk.  Please note: testing at home does not replace testing for those with symptoms. If you 

have symptoms you must self-isolate immediately, book a PCR test and follow national guidelines. 

Headteacher’s Bulletin: Friday 26th March 2021 

Home lateral flow testing for students 

Click here to go to our home testing website page.   

https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result?utm_source=23%20March%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Lz6VI7uYokaRZmRzNgwefp78JssZv-JPj1aNYHlLT4hURVhCWEFEMkNaTTdRMFhLR0ZBN01VWjI0Ri4u
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
mailto:covidresults@ivanhoe.co.uk
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/more/lateral-flow-testing-over-the-easter-holiday
https://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/more/co-vid-home-testing-kits


 
 
 
 
Ivanhoe will continue to play an important role in contact tracing during the first week of the Easter break and the 
national effort to limit the spread of coronavirus (COVID-19).  
 
Parents must report to school any positive test results – whether this is through a home testing kit where the child 
has no symptoms, or where the child developed symptoms within 48 hours of attending school.  
 
The school will then identify any close contacts from school.  Please email covidresults@ivanhoe.co.uk if your child 
tests positive so we can contact you directly for further details.  
 
The COVID Results email will be checked until 3pm on Thursday 1st April.  If a student tests positive for COVID-19 
during the Easter break at from 3pm on Thursday 1st April; having developed symptoms more than 2 days since being 
in school, parents and carers should follow contact tracing instructions provided by NHS Test and Trace.  Contact 
tracing will then begin again as normal in school on Monday 12th April 2021. 
 
 
 
 
 
There has been a slight change to the term dates for the 2021/22 Autumn Term. 
 

 Term will now begin on Wednesday 25th August 2021 (previously Tuesday 24th August), allowing us to have 
staff training days on both Monday 23rd and Tuesday 24th August.   

 Students will then break up on Friday 15th October 2021 (previously Thursday 14th October 2021). 
 
The latest term dates can be found on our website: https://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/termdates 
 
 
 
 
Owing to COVID-19 restrictions, we are limited to the numbers of visitors in school.  Meetings with staff must be by 
prior arrangement: we politely request that parents and carers do not arrive at reception to see a member of staff 
unless they have an appointment.  Your child’s tutor will be the first port of call for any queries.  
 
The contacts for each Year group can be found below: 
 

Pastoral  Support Overall Responsibility – Mr Bellmore g.bellmore@ivanhoe.co.uk 

Year Group Head of Progress Care and Guidance support 

managed by Mrs Sharpe 

Senior Staff Linked 

to Year group 

Year 7 Mrs. Watson: 

r.watson@ivanhoe.co.uk 

Mrs. Hill Mr. Berrow 

Year 8 Mr. Mills: s.mills@ivanhoe.co.uk Mrs. Stewart Mrs. Lane 

Year 9 Mr. Stevenson:  

a.stevenson@ivanhoe.co.uk 

Mrs. Wright Mrs. Cresswell 

 
 
 
 

Contact tracing over the Easter holidays 

Change to term dates - 2021/22 Autumn Term 

Visiting school 

mailto:covidresults@ivanhoe.co.uk
https://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/termdates
mailto:r.watson@ivanhoe.co.uk
mailto:s.mills@ivanhoe.co.uk
mailto:a.stevenson@ivanhoe.co.uk


 
 
 
 

As well as providing them with qualifications, Ivanhoe is dedicated to seeing 
our student leave us as happy, informed, resilient young people, ready to 
make a positive contribution to their world.   

Miss Gee, our Subject Leader for Life Skills, is looking forward to exploring 
the themes covered at Key Stage three in more depth at GCSE / KS4, and to 
giving more opportunities for pupils to investigate future career pathways such as visits and work experience.  She 
explains “Life Skills lessons are regularly updated in line with the statutory framework for Health and Relationships 
Education and Careers guidance.  This will help students become great all-round citizens and be aware of societal 
and social issues which can impact their lives and those around them”.   

Our team of tutors also play a role in supporting the personal development of our students.  Mrs Lee (English) says “I 
was lucky enough to have had a Year 10 tutor group at my last school where I nurtured and supported students 
during exams and in their general school lives,” and reflects fondly on the sense of reward upon seeing them mature 
and grow as young adults.    

At Ivanhoe, opportunities for Student Leadership, extra-curricular activities and events, and inter-form competitions 
help to build a sense of belonging, with something for everyone to get involved in, whilst tutor time gives 
opportunities for support both from tutor and peers during important or difficult times, such as choosing options or 
understanding current affairs such as elections or world news.   

Our staff understand that the secondary years can be tough for some.  Key Stage 3 in particular is a difficult time for 
some pupils, and Key Stage 4 can be a new start, even at the same school. Mr Leeson (Computing) spoke for many of 
our staff when he recalled his prior experience of tutoring.  “Working with the same pupils over five years or more 
can be an extremely rewarding and fun experience.  I love to see pupils who may have had some difficult times, been 
shy, or reuctant, come and collect their results in the summer and talk to you as an equal and with confidence.   For 
me, this is the joy of teaching”. 
 

 
 
 
 

As you know, we have been unable to run traditional parents’ evenings this year – not just because of Covid 
restrictions but also because of the way our Year Group bubbles work.  For example, in subject areas like History and 
Geography one teacher teaches all the students in that year - 330 students – making even a virtual parents’ evening 
untenable in terms of numbers.  In lieu of subject parents evenings, your child will receive an enhanced progress 
report next term and a further tutor virtual meeting.  We are currently assessing progress and adapting our 
curriculum to ensure that core knowledge is embedded. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

We are meeting with Ashby School leaders after Easter to finalise the transition data needed for our Year 9 students 
and making final decisions about what this year’s transition will look like. Please watch this space for more 
information. 

 
 
 

 
 

Age Range Change Update 

Assessment and reporting 

Year 9 transition 



 
 

 
 

Parents and carers of children who have been advised to self-isolate by their education setting or by NHS Test and 
Trace are now able to apply for a Test and Trace Support Payment or discretionary payment of £500, if they meet 
the eligibility criteria. The extension of the Test and Trace Support Payment scheme, which is administered by 
district and unitary local authorities in England, ensures that parents receive the financial support they need if they 
are unable to attend work due to childcare responsibilities.  Parents and carers should apply to their local authority 
to receive a payment. Applications for the Test and Trace Support Payment scheme are made via the local authority 
in which the parent or carer resides, not the local authority where the setting is situated, if these are different.  

To be eligible applicants must meet all of the criteria that: 

 they are the parent or guardian of a child or young person in the same household and need to take time off 
work to care for them while they self-isolate. This is limited to one parent or guardian per household for the 
child or young person’s self-isolation period 

 they are employed or self-employed 

 they cannot work from home while undertaking caring responsibilities and will lose income as a result 

 they meet all the other means-tested eligibility criteria for a Test and Trace Support Payment or locally 
determined criteria for a discretionary payment 

That their child or young person: 

 is aged 15 or under (or 25 or under with an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHC)) and normally attends an 
education or childcare setting 

 has been told to self-isolate by NHS Test and Trace or by their education or childcare setting because they 
have been identified as a close contact of someone who has tested positive for coronavirus (COVID-19) 

 
More information can be found here: Test and Trace Support Payment 
 
 

 
 

Year 9 parents have been sent a MyEd message with details of the second HPV 
vaccinations and teenage boosters.   
 
The Immunisation Team will be in school on Friday 23rd April and Friday 30th April 2021 carrying out second HPV 
vaccinations and teenage boosters. Consent for the HPV vaccinations will have already been given. If you wish for 
your child(ren) to receive the teenage boosters, please click here to read more and give consent by Monday 12th 
April. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Changes to the Test and Trace support payment for parents 

Teenage booster and meningitis vaccinations programme for Year 9 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/test-and-trace-support-payment-scheme-claiming-financial-support/claiming-financial-support-under-the-test-and-trace-support-payment-scheme?utm_source=22%20March%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/test-and-trace-support-payment-scheme-claiming-financial-support/claiming-financial-support-under-the-test-and-trace-support-payment-scheme?utm_source=22%20March%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19


 
 
 
 
 

The PE Team are excited to be able to offer you the chance to complete a short 

introduction course to Examination PE.  This is an optional lesson that will be 

available remotely during your free time.  This is only available to Year 9 

students.  So, what is Examination PE? 

- Year 9 Examination PE is an optional lesson that will provide you with a head start for the examination 
courses on offer at Ashby School (e.g. GCSE PE or Cambridge National Sports Studies). 

- We have worked closely alongside Ashby School to ensure the topics we cover are relevant and will provide 
you with the foundation knowledge you need for achieving success. 

- The course will run as a virtual extra-curricular session via Moodle  
- Lessons will be uploaded weekly, and you will have the flexibility to complete each lesson at your own pace 

throughout the week. 
- A PE teacher will be allocated to you for additional support and guidance throughout the course should you 

need any help!  

What do you do? 
 

- Throughout the term you will cover a range of theory topics (outlined below) that are broken into two 
different exam papers; Physical Factors Affecting Performance (yellow paper) and Socio-Cultural Issues and 
Sports Psychology (green paper). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How do I sign up? 

To sign up to Examination PE you need to complete the submission link via Moodle.  To find the link you need to go 

to:  Moodle – Remote Learning Portal – PE Section – Introduction to Examination PE - Sign Up Link.  The deadline for 

signing up is Sunday 11th April – 3:00pm. 

 

 

 

If you have any questions about Examination PE, please contact Miss Jones via email (r.jones@ivanhoe.co.uk)  

 
 

Socio-Cultural Issues and Sports Psychology 

(Green Paper) 

- Factors affecting participation in physical activity and sport 
- Mental preparation 
- Goal setting 
- Types of guidance 
- Types of feedback 
- Health and well-being 
- Benefits of physical activity 
- Consequences of a sedentary lifestyle  

Physical Factors Affective Performance 

(Yellow Paper) 

- Components of fitness 
- Skeletal system 
- Types of movement 
- Muscular system 
- Circulatory system 
- Respiratory system 
- Aerobic and anaerobic exercise 
- Warm up and cool down  

Year 9 – Examination PE 

mailto:r.jones@ivanhoe.co.uk


 
 
 
 
A huge well done to the 300 students that have attended our extra-curricular active nights this week. We are really 
proud of them all for getting involved. The timetable will stay predominantly the same for after the Easter holiday, 
with one change to a virtual club on a Wednesday 5-6pm open to all students.  
 
Watch this space for more activities to be added moving forward too! Thank you for your support.  Ivanhoe PE Team 
 

        
 
I hope you and your family enjoy a restful Easter break.   
 
Stay safe and best wishes 
 

 
 
Mrs. Allford 
Headteacher 

PE extra-curricular clubs 


