
 
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
I hope that you and your families were able to enjoy a restful Easter break. The sun has 
shone for these first two weeks of term where we have welcomed all of our students 
back.  The majority of students have returned eager to learn, and have enjoyed 
learning about Ramadan and progress and assessment through our weekly assemblies. 
 
During the Easter break, schools were informed by the Department of Education that 
the use of face coverings in school must continue, and will be reviewed again by the 
government on 17th May 2021.  A big thank you to Ivanhoe students, who have been 
fantastic in wearing their face masks throughout the school day. 
 
The Education Secretary, Gavin Williamson, has sent on open letter to all pupils congratulating them on their 

response to the challenges they have faced over the last year.  Please take some time to read this with you child – 

here is the link:  https://dfemedia.blog.gov.uk/2021/03/26/a-letter-to-young-people-from-gavin-williamson-mp-

secretary-of-state-for-education/ I agree that they certainly have done us all proud.  

The last term of the year is always a busy one where we are busy planning behind the scenes our end of term 
celebrations, our farewells for our students who will leave Ivanhoe in July, and our welcome for our new students 
who will join us in September.  I am looking forward to meeting some of our new Year 7 students as I visit local 
primaries over the next few weeks.  More information on the Year 9 transition to Ashby School can be found later in 
this bulletin.  All of the Ivanhoe Team are also busy preparing the school to become an 11-16 school.  Please see 
below for information on age range change studies on how children learn best – ‘A parent’s guide to memory’ is the 
first in a series of information that we will share over the forthcoming weeks. 
 
Please read on for more updates from the school team and myself.   
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The Prime Minister has said: “I want to thank everybody for 

continuing to follow the guidance, and to thank parents and 

families for the incredible work you’re doing to help test pupils 

through the Easter holidays and to encourage you to keep 

testing them twice a week as schools return.”  

Home testing for students and staff is an important protective 

measure for the safety of our school community, and helps us 

to identify asymptomatic cases and prevent further 

transmission of the virus.  Twice weekly home testing will 

continue throughout this term, and test kits will continue to 

be sent home with students.   

We are recommending that tests are taken on a Sunday 

evening and a Wednesday evening.  Parents will be sent a 

MyEd reminder with the link to report results to the school. 

Our website contains further details on home testing, 

including links to reporting results, helpful instructional 

videos, FAQs and further guidance.  Click here to go to our 

home testing website page.   

A reminder that if your child or any member of your household has COVID-19 symptoms, your child must not attend 

school.  The entire household should self-isolate and a PCR test should be arranged.   

 
 
 
 
A reminder of the slight change to the term dates for the 2021/22 Autumn Term. 
 

 Term will now begin on Wednesday 25th August 2021 (previously Tuesday 24th August), allowing us to have 
staff training days on both Monday 23rd and Tuesday 24th August.   

 Students will then break up on Friday 15th October 2021 (previously Thursday 14th October 2021). 
 
The latest term dates can be found on our website: https://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/termdates 
 
 
 
 

 
I met with Nicola Koncharevic – the new interim head at Ashby School -  this week to confirm transition 
arrangements for Year 9 this year.   Our Year 9 students will have one day’s transition – Wednesday 30th June where 
they will meet their new form teacher.  Covid regulations mean that Ivanhoe students will not be mixing with other 
year groups or schools meaning that Ibstock students will be attending a different day.  We have also finalised the 
data transfer arrangements so that Ashby staff will have up to date information about where students are at in each 
subject areas.  End of year assessment, taking place in the classroom, will be running from now until the final of 
week of term to enable us to decide our teacher assessed transfer grades. 
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Ivanhoe College currently has vacancies for Parent 
Governors.  We would welcome volunteers from 
parents/carers to join our friendly and supportive Governing 
board and make a valuable contribution to children’s 
education, opportunities and futures. 
 
By volunteering as a governor, you can: 
 

 make a difference in your local community – by 
making a valuable contribution to children’s 
education, opportunities and futures  

 develop your own professional skills in a board-level 
environment - being part of a governing board can 
give you experience of working at a strategic level 
and the opportunity to learn and practice skills that 
have a direct relevance to employers.  Governors 
have access to training on a range of education and 
governance matters. 

 support our school – as our school goes through an 
exciting period of change joining the successful LiFE 
Multi Academy Trust (alongside Ashby School and 
Ibstock Community College) and b  ring age range 
change; taking us from an 11-14 school to an 11-16 
school from August 2022 

 
We value the skills that all governors bring, however we have immediate skills gaps in Accountancy and Finance.  
However, we encourage anyone with an interest in becoming a school governor and ensuring excellent outcomes for 
our young people to express their interest.  You can find out more about the governors at Ivanhoe College on our 
website: https://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/governors  
 
If you would like to find out more, please email headspa@ivanhoe.co.uk for an information pack.  We look forward 
to hearing from you. 
 

 
 

 
We know that students’ school attendance has a direct impact on 
their learning and outcomes. In fact, research analysis has proven 
that students with attendance over 96% achieve significantly better 
in GCSEs than those who don’t. 
 
We are delighted to say that Ivanhoe students continue to work hard 
on their school attendance and as a whole school we have 
attendance significantly higher than this point in 2019. 
 
We also have more students than ever with 100% attendance – over 30% of the cohort – a fantastic effort: well 
done.  Our biggest reduction is absence from illness – this has been halved in comparison to previous years.  Keep 
washing and sanitising folks – it is keeping you well and keeping you learning! 
 
A reminder: if your child has a medical or dental appointment during the school day they should still attend school 
before or after it. Every lesson counts! 
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This year we will run virtual Awards Evening for each 
year group in the week beginning 14th June.  More 
details will be released via your Child’s Head of 
Progress.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As you know, this year it has been impossible to stick to our usual pattern of 6 subject parents evening across the 
year.  All our students have had a tutor parents evening, but I know that there is an appetite for some subject 
feedback from parents.  With this in mind, I am consulting with parents to see what the demand might be for some 
subject specific phonecalls/online Microsoft Teams meetings between now and the end of the academic year.  In 
first instance, we will focus on Year 7 and Year 8.   When we have a clearer idea of the demand from parents, we will 
work with subject teams to prioritise and allocate time to meet that need.   
 
We would encourage parents/carers of Year 7 and Year 8 students to click the following link to express your 

preference: https://forms.office.com/r/vJa2YU7PW6 

 
 
 
 
As the warmer weather continues, please be reminded of our uniform policy which can be found on our website – 
https://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/policies/uniform-policy .  From Tuesday 4th May 2021, now that the weather is warmer, 
outdoor coats will no longer be allowed to be worn in lessons.  A polite reminder that smart watches are not allowed 
in school. 
 
Stay safe and best wishes 
 

 
 
Mrs. Allford 
Headteacher 
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