
 
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
What a busy week!  It has been a real delight to see our students back in the 
building, adapting well to the return to school and remembering our Ivanhoe Way.  
Well done Ivanhoe: we are very proud of you. 
 
I personally was so pleased to be able to welcome all students back through my 
virtual assembly today.  We reminded students of our important safety procedures, 
talked about the vaccine and – very importantly – reassured them of the many 
positives around their achievement during the lockdown period. 
 
Our lateral flow testing centre in school has been incredibly busy all week, 
welcoming students from all year groups.   A big thank you to all students who have 
been tested and played a part in keeping others protected.   In addition, I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank all of the Ivanhoe staff who have volunteered to work in the testing centre: 
their friendly faces and encouragement have made a real difference to students, particularly to those who may have 
been a little anxious taking their tests for the first time.  Students will begin to transition to home lateral flow testing 
over the forthcoming weeks: more information about this is included in this bulletin.  There is also an important 
letter at the end of this bulletin concerning a positive test result during the tests in school today. 
 
Although students are back in school, we must not become complacent 
on the measures we are taking to keep everyone safe.  COVID-19 rates 
across Northwest Leicestershire remain high: Ashby de la Zouch North 
has the second highest number of cases of 0-18s in the county.  I ask for 
your support in making sure that students are following guidance in and 
outside of school, to reduce the risk of transmission.   
 
A few updates from me this week: 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for your support with the lateral flow tests which have taken place in school.  In total, we have completed 

over 2,100 students tests.  The next step in our protective measures for the safety of our school community is to 

transition to home COVID-19 testing for students.   

Once students have had their three lateral flow tests on their return to school, home testing kits will be given to 

them to take home.  Parents will be contacted via MyEd on the day that home testing kits will be received.  Students 

will receive two boxes of test kits – both containing 3 tests - with a leaflet on how to take the test and report the 

results.  There are enough tests to take students up to the Easter break. 

We are recommending that tests are taken on a Sunday evening and a Wednesday evening, and parents will be sent 

a MyEd reminder with the link to report results to the school. 

Our website contains further details on home testing, including links to reporting results, helpful instructional videos, 

FAQs and further guidance.  Click here to go to our home testing website page.   
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In the recent questionnaire that many of you took part in, one of the 
overwhelming priorities for parents was that Ivanhoe has a strong body of 
expert teachers. Today we’d like to give you an overview of how we keep our 
teaching staff up to date and working to the highest possible educational 
standards, driven by latest research.    
 
Our staff professional development program (CPD) is led by Mrs Cresswell, and involves both 
in house and external training.  We have had guest speakers from the world of education, 
such as David Didau, in school to deliver training, and our internal CPD includes opportunities 
to engage with research and implement actions in the classroom both at department and 
whole school level to drive continuous improvement. For example, all teaching staff are 
currently studying the latest scientific research around the acquisition of vocabulary and 
applying this to their teaching methods. An increased vocabulary benefits students in all 
subjects and specifically increases their ability to understand and interpret exam questions, as 
well as communicating their answers more clearly.   
 
We have a number of Specialist Leaders in Education (SLE’s) on our staff team, who are 
recognised as having particular strengths in different areas such as the teaching of secondary 
Science, the development of practice for teaches early in their career, or expertise in special 
educational needs and disabilities.  These members of staff not only share their skills within 
Ivanhoe, but also have roles performing outreach and support services at other schools.   
 
Mrs Cresswell delivers training for all secondary early career teachers in the family of schools 
through the Forest Way Teaching School, and our SENDCO Mrs Johnson has implemented 
significant changes in practice of teaching and learning support assistants in the area ensuring 
all students are supported to reach their potential.   
 
Mr Thornewill has had extensive involvement in a Computing Networking group across 
Primary and Secondary schools within the Forest Way Teaching Schools Alliance, leading on 
effective CPD and consistency of assessment and content between Key Stage 2 and 3. His role 
also involves specialist Initial Teacher Training  provision and work on e-safety training as a 
CEOP ambassador.   
 
We also have two Evidence Leaders in Education, who work with and provide support to  
other schools across Leicestershire, Northamptonshire and Lincolnshire, sharing latest 
research and driving improvement projects in a range of settings and supporting the work of 
the national educational research and school improvement body, the Education Endowment 
Foundation.   
 
In addition to this, Mr Perkins (Subject Leader of PE) leads on an innovative Sports England 
Project designed to give teachers access to professional development, as well as putting 
pupil’s enjoyment and whole school outcomes at the heart of PE and school sport.  He works 
closely with schools across North West Leicestershire to help schools and individual teachers 
to design a wider range of opportunities to increase young people’s enjoyment of PE, which 
gives them a much better chance of being active in later life. This gives teachers the resources 
and training they need to engage all pupils in physical activity, regardless of sporting ability. 
Mr Perkins is fortunate to be supported by education Consultant Will Swaithes, who also works for the OCR exam 
board, including working on GCSE specification and has quite literally written the textbook for GCSE PE.   
 
Mr Cubitt, Subject Leader for Music, also has a role as Lead Technology Teacher for Secondary Schools for the 
Leicestershire Music Education hub.  In this role he provides consultancy and support for music teaching across the 
county, creating access to high quality teacher development and raising the profile of music for young people.   

Age Range Change Update 



 
 
Mrs Lane supports with the staff development of both our potential and existing leaders, 
having led on alliance-wide leadership training for many years.  All of Ivanhoe's middle and 
senior leaders have completed a National Professional Qualification (NPQ) for their career 
stage, which involves the in-depth study of leadership and management techniques and 
requires candidates to complete an educational research and impact project.  Staff 
undertaking these qualifications have contributed in recent years towards student mental 
health initiatives, improvements to our pastoral systems, raising attainment projects, 
homework projects, improving vocabulary and reading, to name just a few. In summary, 
we are very proud of Ivanhoe's leaders. They are well trained, outward looking, and their 
expertise is widely sought by other schools in the area. 
 
 

 

The Department for Education clarified this week that if a student tests positive following a lateral flow test which 

has been completed in school, students and members of their household must isolate for 10 days following the date 

of the test. 

When students have transitioned to home lateral flow testing, if a student tests positive at home they and members 

of their household will have to isolate but will be told to get a PCR test (which is processed in a lab).  If that PCR test 

is negative, students and members of their household will be released from isolation. 

 

 
 
 
If your child needs a new dinner card, these needs to be ordered through Wisepay.  If you have any questions on 
Wisepay, please see our website - https://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/using-wisepay - or email wisepay@ivanhoe.co.uk  
 
 
 
 
 
Throughout the week, Ivanhoe teachers nominate students as Ivanhoe Superstars.  Year 9 were the clear stand out 

students this week - congratulations to the following students nominated as this week’s Superstars: 

 Year 9  
Freddie, Dan, Joe 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dinner cards 

Positive lateral flow test results for tests taken in school in school 

Ivanhoe Superstars 
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As you will be aware, lateral flow tests are taking place in school.  During the tests for our Year 8 students that took 

place today (Friday 12th March 2021), a member of the school community tested positive for COVID-19. 

We know that you may find this concerning but we are continuing to monitor the situation and are working closely 

with Public Health England. This letter is to inform you of the current situation and provide advice on how to support 

your child. Please be reassured that for most people, coronavirus (COVID-19) will be a mild illness. 

The small number of children who have been in close contact with the individual who tested positive for coronavirus 

(COVID-19) have received a letter informing them that their child must stay at home for 10 days.  

The school remains open and your child should continue to attend as normal if they remain well. 

What to do if your child develops symptoms of COVID 19  

If your child develops symptoms of COVID-19, they must not come to school and should remain at home for at least 

10 days from the date when their symptoms appeared. Anyone with symptoms will be eligible for a PCR test (the 

normally available test type) and this can be arranged via https://www.nhs.uk/ask-for-a-coronavirus-test or by 

calling 119.   

All other household members who remain well, must stay at home and not leave the house for 10 days. This includes 

anyone in your ‘Support Bubble’. 

Further information is available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-

guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection   

The household isolation period includes the day the first person in your household’s symptoms started (or the day 

their test was taken if they did not have symptoms) and the next 10 full days. This means that if, for example, your 

10 day isolation period starts on the 15th of the month, your isolation period ends at 23:59 hrs on the 25th and you 

can return to your normal routine. 

Household members should not go to work, school or public areas and exercise should be taken within the home.  

If you require help with buying groceries, other shopping or picking up medication, or walking a dog, you should ask 

friends or family. Alternatively, you can order your shopping online and medication by phone or online. 

Household members staying at home for 10 days will greatly reduce the overall amount of infection the household 

could pass on to others in the community 

If you are able, move any vulnerable individuals (such as the elderly and those with underlying health conditions) out 

of your home, to stay with friends or family for the duration of the home isolation period. 

Symptoms 

The most common symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are recent onset of: 

• a new continuous cough 

• a high temperature 

• a loss of, or change in, your normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia) 

For most people, coronavirus (COVID-19) will be a mild illness. 

COVID-19 – Positive Test in School 

https://www.nhs.uk/ask-for-a-coronavirus-test
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection


 
 
If your child does develop symptoms, you can seek advice from the nhs.uk website at 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/check-if-you-have-coronavirus-symptoms/.  If you are 

concerned about your child’s symptoms, or they are worsening you can seek advice from NHS 111 at 

https://111.nhs.uk/ or by phoning 111. 

How to stop COVID-19 spreading 

There are things you can do to help reduce the risk of you and anyone you live with getting ill with COVID-19 

Do 

• wash your hands with soap and water often – do this for at least 20 seconds  

• use hand sanitiser gel if soap and water are not available 

• wash your hands as soon as you get home 

• cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or your sleeve (not your hands) when you cough or sneeze 

• put used tissues in the bin immediately and wash your hands afterwards 

Further Information 

Further information is available at https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/  

Please be re-assured that we take any suspected and confirmed cases of coronavirus very seriously.  If other cases 

are detected in the school, the school will work with Public Health England’s local health protection team who will 

advise any further actions. This may include more pupils and staff being sent home to self-isolate. You will be kept 

fully informed of any developments. 

Please get in touch with the school if you wish to discuss any concerns.   

 

 
Stay safe and best wishes,  
 
Mrs. Allford 
Headteacher 
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