
 
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
I hope that all of our students, parents and carers enjoyed a 
well-earned half term break, accompanied by some truly 
glorious weather!  
 
The sun was out to welcome back our students after the half 
term break.  In addition to teaching, learning and end of term 
preparations, this week we have also been busy taking new 
photos for our forthcoming Prospectus.  The students involved 
did a fantastic job, and we are all looking forward to seeing and 
sharing the final result with our parents and carers.  I am also 
particularly looking forward to celebrating with our students 
during next week’s virtual Awards Evenings. 
 
I am sure that many parents and carers will have been following the news in relation to COVID-19, and it will no 

doubt be of no surprise to you that cases are rising in Leicester and Leicestershire.  Neighbouring counties (including 

Leicester) where the Indian COVID1-9 variant is particularly prevalent have been urged by the government to take an 

“extra cautious approach”.    

Ivanhoe continue to mitigate the risk of COVID-19 transmission by: 

 Encouraging all staff and students to complete regular testing at 

home; 

 Continuing to remind parents about symptoms of COVID-19 - 

maintaining vigilance around symptoms in school and send children 

home to be PCR tested if in any doubt; 

 Retaining our mask wearing policy in communal spaces; 

 Maintaining a 2m distance wherever possible; 

 Maintain very high levels of ventilation in classrooms and offices;  

 Maintain enhanced cleaning regimes 
 Maintain diligently the full extent of our risk assessment 

 
Please help us to support all of our students, staff and the local community by talking to your child(ren) about 
remaining cautious and following the latest guidance in relation to COVID-19, in order to prevent further 
transmission: which is particularly important as restrictions ease.  A letter from Jane Moore, Director of Children and 
Family Services, and Mike Sandys, Director of Public Health, at Leicestershire County Council, supporting this 
important message follows later in this bulletin. 
 
A few other updates from me this week follow over the page. 

 

 

Headteacher’s Bulletin: Friday 11th June  



 
 
 
 

 
In the curriculum for Year 9 next year, we will be offering students more choice about the subjects they study.  We are 

calling these choices “soft” options.  Students will still be making further option choices when they move into Year 10.  

This is an important time and we wish to ensure that you and your child are as informed as possible in order to consider 

which courses are most appropriate for your child as they move into Year 9.  

To make the choices about the subjects in Year 9, we have created a virtual remote process and I would like to point 

you in the direction of our new Year 8 options page on Moodle. We have put together all the information that you 

and your child may want to know about the options process and the many courses we offer. Here you will find an 

introductory video from Mrs. Boussida, Assistant Headteacher, and videos from all the subject leads about each 

course. The videos aim to give you a taste of what each course entails in Year 9, including the way it is assessed and 

the topics that will be covered.  They will also explain the Year 10 and 11 qualifications that the Year 9 courses lead on 

to. It is important to pay attention to this so that the courses you may wish to study in Years 10 and 11 remain open 

to you.  

Here is the link to the Options webpage: Course: Options (ivanhoe.co.uk).  The Options form on Moodle opens on 

Friday 11th June. The Options form will close on Monday 21st June at 9am; all options choices should be submitted by 

this date. 

Mrs E Boussida, Assistant Headteacher: e.boussida@ivanhoe.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Leicestershire County Council are undergoing a consultation 
process aiming to seek views on proposals for term time 
patterns in Leicestershire.  
 
Please click on the following link for details of the 
consultation: www.leicestershire.gov.uk/term-dates-
consultation  
 

 

Year 8 into 9 Options Process 

Leicestershire Term Date Consultation 

https://vle.ivanhoe.co.uk/course/view.php?id=216
mailto:e.boussida@ivanhoe.co.uk
http://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/term-dates-consultation
http://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/term-dates-consultation


 
 
 

Subject to approval by the governing board of Ivanhoe College: details will be confirmed to parents and carers 

next week 

As you know, this has been a very different year for all children in schools and it will certainly feel very different for 

the new Year 7 students who will be joining Ivanhoe in the Autumn term.   

Under normal circumstances, Ivanhoe would hold an induction day for new Year 7 students to help them in their 

transition over to us.  The Government has asked all schools to keep students in bubbles until at least the 21st June.   

The current guidance is that primary school bubbles cannot be mixed, and as our Year 7 catchment students are 

transferring to us from 32 different primary schools we are unable to support a transition day safely.   

Ivanhoe has already enhanced this year’s transition package to include: 

 A longer transition booklet with tasks to complete each week 

 A Headteacher visit to each local school 

 Examples of student work sent to Ivanhoe  

 Taster lessons delivered by Ivanhoe teaching staff 

 Regular updates on our website which include videos of our school, staff and students 

 A transition questionnaire  

 Year 7 only Form Groups  

In absence of an induction day, in order for Year 7s to familiarise themselves with the school and staff, we are 

proposing that the first day of autumn term will be for Year 7 students only. 

We are proposing that students will be phased back in the Autumn Terms as follows: 
 

Monday 23rd August Staff Training Day 

Tuesday 24th August Staff Training Day 

Wednesday 25th August   New Year 7 Induction Day 

Thursday 26th August Year 8 and Year 9 students return to school 

Friday 27th August Normal school day for all year groups 

Bank Holiday Monday (30th August) 

Tuesday 31st August  Normal school day for all year groups 

 
This is subject to approval by the governing board of Ivanhoe College and details will be confirmed to parents and 

carers next week. 

 

Start of the new school term 



 
 
 
 
 
As lockdown eases, taking a rapid COVID-19 test twice a week, even if you do not have 

symptoms, will help us stay ahead of the spread of the virus, particularly as new strains appear. 

Around 1 in 3 people with COVID-19 have no symptoms and are spreading the virus without 

knowing. This includes those who have had their vaccine.  

We want to thank you for your continued support in testing.  The DFE have confirmed that over 

40 million tests with staff and students have now been conducted as part of the education testing programme.  

Please continue to test students to twice-weekly.  We are recommending that tests are taken on a 

Sunday evening and a Wednesday evening.  Parents will be sent a MyEd reminder with the link to 

report results to the school. 

Whatever the result of the test, it should be reported straight away, every time. Recording all test results helps 

scientists stay ahead of the virus by spotting new outbreaks quickly and advising how to respond.  This week, we 

received test results for just over a quarter of our students.  Please ensure test results are reported both to the 

school and to the NHS. 

Our website contains further details on home testing, including links to reporting results, helpful instructional videos, 

FAQs and further guidance.  Click here to go to our home testing website page.   

A reminder that if your child or any member of your household has COVID-19 symptoms, your child must not attend 

school.  The entire household should self-isolate and a PCR test should be arranged.   

 

 

Thank you for your support in keeping student at Ivanhoe in smart uniform. The majority of students have returned 

after half term looking smart and proud of their smartness. I would like to reiterate our policy regarding piercings 

which only allows a sleeper or small stud in ears. Nose piercings are also not allowed.  Once we removed the masks 

in lessons, we began to notice that a minority of children had taken the opportunity to wear a nose piercing.  Please 

be reminded that nose piercings need removing before school.  

 

Stay safe and best wishes 
 

 
 
Mrs. Allford 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Home lateral flow testing for students 

Uniform 

https://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/more/co-vid-home-testing-kits


 
 
 
 
 
Date: 7th June 2021  
Ref: COVID 
Tel: 0116 305 0705 
Email: phpool@leics.gov.uk  

  
 

Dear parents and carers, 
 
As pupils return to school this week after the half term break, we are urging you to take action to stem a rise in 
coronavirus rates after the number of Leicestershire cases doubled in just over a week. 
 
We are seeing rises – particularly in children and young people and those in their thirties. This is driven by people 
mixing more and we’re seeing a number of cases connected to barbecues and parties. Parents are asked to make 
sure they are being cautious and sensible when organising any ‘gatherings’ such as birthday parties or sleepovers, 
and are sticking to the latest guidance, including the rule of six indoors. Figures have crept just above the national 
average in Leicestershire, emphasising the call for people to take care and get vaccinated to prevent further spread. 
The picture in Leicestershire reflects the national trend and although we’re talking about relatively small numbers, 
we could still be in for a bumpy ride if we don’t take action now. Like the rest of the country, the more transmissible 
‘Delta’ variant (the variant of concern first identified in India), appears to be the dominant strain in Leicestershire. 
 
If anyone within your household has symptoms, you must follow the national guidance and get tested. You can book 
a test at www.nhs.uk/coronavirus. Everyone within the household must remain at home until the test result has 
been received. If the result is positive you must continue to self-isolate for ten days after the symptoms began. 
 
You are also encouraged to test regularly with rapid lateral flow tests. Lateral flow tests are for people aged 11 and 
over who do not have symptoms Covid-19 and are not self-isolating. You can find out more and order test kits from 
www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests. 
 
We’re in a much brighter position compared to the start of the year. We know it’s been a tough 15 months, but the 
pandemic isn’t quite over. If you’re getting together with friends and family, take care and be sensible to avoid 
spreading the virus and crucially, take the opportunity to get vaccinated. 
 
Kind regards 

  
 
 

  
  

Jane Moore     Mike Sandys 
Director of Children and Family Services  Director of Public Health 
Leicestershire County Council   Leicestershire County Council 
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http://www.nhs.uk/coronavirus
http://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests

