
 
 
 
 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
It has been another busy week in school with some glorious sunshine to start the week 
– and some rather torrential downpours to end it! 
 
Our students have settled nicely into the new term.  Staff and students alike enjoyed 
the return to “normal” assemblies in the hall – rather than remote assemblies through 
their classroom screens – and it was wonderful for me as Headteacher to talk to our 
students together in this way once again.  Our assemblies take place weekly: this week 
our students have been learning about Student Leadership, and next week they will 
learn about the importance of routines.  
 
Unfortunately as COVID-19 cases rise in our local community, we have had a 
number of students who have tested positive for COVID-19 across all year groups 
who are now isolating from school.  We are continuing all of our preventative 
measures in school, including frequent hand washing / sanitisation and increased 
cleaning across the school.  All students have now transitioned to twice weekly 
LFD testing at home and I encourage all students and staff to do this twice a week 
and report results to us. This prevents positive, sometimes asymptomatic 
children, from coming into school and transmitting the virus to others. If your 
child has coronavirus symptoms or tests positive then please inform us using our 
specific email address: covidresults@ivanhoe.co.uk, keep them at home and 
book a PCR test. We will continue to support students who need to self-isolate 
with remote learning.  Our website contains further details on home testing, 
including links to reporting results, helpful instructional videos, FAQs and further 
guidance.  Click here to go to our home testing website page.   
 
You can find a letter relating to the COVID-19 cases in the school community at 
the end of this bulletin: please click here to go straight to the letter. 
 
Some updates from the school team and myself follow below:  
 
 
  
 
I am writing to inform you of how the additional bank holiday this academic year will affect our term dates. You may 
be aware, an extra bank holiday has been recently announced for 3rd June 2022 for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. As 
on previous similar occasions (e.g. the 2012 Diamond Jubilee or 2011 Royal Wedding), the DfE has amended the 
Education (School Day and School Year) (England) Regulations to reduce the school year 2021/22 for schools to 189 
days. Schools are, however, already on half term at the time of the bank holiday, and therefore we are required to 
place the additional day elsewhere in this academic year. There will never be an ideal time for all schools and all 
families to adapt to this change. We therefore feel it is important to situate the day at a point when we will gain the 
maximum benefit to well-being for staff and students in what has been a highly challenging time for us all. 
Leicestershire has the longest Autumn term (16 weeks) of any authority nationwide. This leads to fatigue and illness 
in late November and December for both staff and students. We also expect that Covid cases could well be very high 
at this time. The local authority is yet to decide when they recommend the day is taken. However, the majority of 
Leicestershire schools are academies and will make their own separate decisions; we believe it is important to give 
you the maximum notice of this change. Consequently, all schools within the LiFE Multi-Academy Trust have 
determined that our schools will be closed for the additional day on Friday 3rd of December. 
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A reminder that all key dates for Ivanhoe College can be found on the calendar on the first page of our website 
(www.ivanhoe.co.uk).   An overview of key dates for this term is below but please do check our website as dates may 
be subject to change. 
 

Date Event 

17 Sep 2021 Year 8 HPV Vaccinations (1st Dose) 

22 Sep 2021 Ivanhoe College Open Evening 

30 Sep 2021 Year 7 Settling in Evening 

7 Oct 2021 Year 10 / Key Stage 4 Information Evening 

13 Oct 2021 Year 9x Parents Evening 

15 Oct 2021 Break up for half term 

25 Oct 2021 Back to School 

27 Oct 2021 Year 7 Halloween Disco (TBC) 

28 Oct 2021 Year 9y Parents Evening 

12 Nov 2021 Children in Need Day 

18 Nov 2021 Year 9 Skills Show Trip (TBC) 

23 Nov 2021 Year 7 Flu Vaccinations 

24 Nov 2021 Year 8 Flu Vaccinations 

24 Nov 2021 Year 8x Parents Evening 

25 Nov 2021 Year 9 Flu Vaccinations 

2 Dec 2021 Year 8y Parents Evening 

3 Dec 2021 School closed – Queens Platinum Jubilee (additional day)  

17 Dec 2021 School Closes for Christmas Break 

 
 
 
 
Our staff cannot wait to welcome you to our 'in person' Open Evening event 
on Wednesday 22nd September, between 5-7pm. There will be an 
opportunity for you to look around the school including in classrooms, 
sports facilities and practical lesson spaces. 
 
There will be a talk from Mrs. Allford, in the main school hall, which will be 
repeated at 5.30pm, 6.00pm, and 6.30pm. All visitors will need to collect a 
ticket for a time slot on arrival at the event to limit overcrowding.  To avoid 
overcrowding, we politely request that family groups are kept to the 
student who wishes to visit and their parents/carers. 
 
 
 
 

Following the publication of the P.E. clubs timetable last week (more information on the following page), some 
parents have asked questions about girls football, as well as other clubs. We are currently finalising other clubs, 
taking into account the new school day timetable and staff and classroom availability. Once we have all the details 
we will be sure to let you know. Please see the below information from Mr Perkins - P.E. Subject Lead – regarding 
girls football. 
All students at Ivanhoe, boys and girls, are given the opportunity to train and play football in every year group 
including Year 8. The reason the boys football has started now is because all their fixtures are before Christmas in the 
Autumn Term. The girls fixtures (apart from a one-off tournament in November) are after Christmas in the Spring 
Term so training will start in the New Year. Mr Orton and Miss Tickle can’t wait to see you all and get started but as 
you see on our timetable they run other clubs and we have got such an extensive and varied PE club offer that you 
could do a different club each night. Why not give another club a go this term? 

Key Dates  

PE Clubs Timetable  

Open Evening  

http://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/


 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
Some fantastic new clubs are starting at Ivanhoe: 
 

 Art club starts next Friday lunch time (week 2). This club will alternate weekly for different year groups. 

 Starting next Monday after school our yoga club is suitable for all year groups. 

 Poetry Slam: a brand new club for Ivanhoe starting after school on Wednesday. 

 Computer club will be starting on Wednesday lunchtimes. 

 Ceramics Club will be starting again on Mondays after school. 
 

 
 

Clubs 



 
 

    

 
 

 
 
 
 
Team Leicestershire Talent is the new talented athlete support programme from Leicester-
Shire & Rutland Sport (soon to be Active Together).  The programme aims to support young 
talented athletes across Leicestershire, Leicester City and Rutland to achieve their potential 
through the delivery of a bespoke annual programme of workshops covering subjects such 
as Strength & Conditioning, Sports Psychology, Nutrition for Sport and Mental Fitness. 
The programme is open to all young aspiring athletes and sportspeople across LLR, whether they are already 
performing at Regional, National or International level, or still at the start of their sporting journey locally, aiming to 
"be the best they can be", either as an individual or as part of a team, through talent pathways and performance 
programmes. The initial application window is now open until Friday 24th September 2021.  For more information 
and how to apply visit: www.teamleicestershire.org/talent - Additional questions can be directed to Liam Drake 
(l.drake@lrsport.org) 
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Please save the date of Thursday 30th September from 3.30-5.30pm for our Year 7 settling in evening.  We would 
love all parents to attend in person to meet with their child’s form tutor.  More information about how to book 
appointments will follow in the next few weeks. 
 
 

 
Stay safe and best wishes 
 

 
 
Mrs. Allford 
Headteacher 
 
 

 

Letter to Parents and Carers RE COVID-19 Cases within School 
 
We have been advised by Public Health England that there have been confirmed cases of COVID-19 within the 
school.  We know that you may find this concerning but we are continuing to monitor the situation and are working 
closely with Public Health England. This letter is to inform you of the current situation and provide advice on how to 
support your child. Please be reassured that for most people, coronavirus (COVID-19) will be a mild illness. 
 
The school remains open and your child should continue to attend as normal if they remain well. We encourage 
household members that are aged 11 and over to continue with twice weekly LFD testing to help identify cases 
promptly. 
  
If you think your child is a close contact but has not have not been contacted directly by NHS Test and Trace please 
follow the guidance here https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-contacts-of-people-with-
possible-or-confirmed-coronavirus-covid-19-infection-who-do-not-live-with-the-person/guidance-for-contacts-of-
people-with-possible-or-confirmed-coronavirus-covid-19-infection-who-do-not-live-with-the-person#i-think-i-have-
had-contact-with-someone-who-has-tested-positive-for-covid-19-but-i-have-not-been-notified-and-advised-to-self-
isolate-what-should-i-do  
 
What to do if your child develops symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) or tests positive for COVID-19 

If your child  develops symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19), they should get a PCR test and remain at home at least 

until the result is known. If negative, the child can end self-isolation; if positive, the child should isolate until at least 

10 days after their symptoms appeared. Symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are a new, continuous cough, or a high 

temperature, or a loss of, or change in, their normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia).   If the child has a positive test 

result but do not have symptoms, they should stay at home and self-isolate for 10 days from the date the positive 

test was taken. This isolation period will be extended if they go on to develop symptoms by counting 10 full days 

from the day following their symptom onset. Anyone with symptoms will be eligible for a PCR test (the normally 

available test type) and this can be arranged via Get a free PCR test to check if you have coronavirus (COVID-19) - 

GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) or by calling 119.   

Instructions for people who live in the same household as someone with COVID-19 (tested positive or 

symptomatic awaiting a test result) 

Save the Date - Year 7 settling in evening 
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From 16 August, you will not be required to self-isolate if you are a contact of someone who has tested positive for 

COVID-19 and any of the following apply: 

 you are fully vaccinated 

 you are below the age of 18 years 6 months 

 you have taken part in or are currently part of an approved COVID-19 vaccine trial 

 you are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons 
 

Fully vaccinated means that you have been vaccinated with an MHRA approved COVID-19 vaccine in the UK, and at 

least 14 days have passed since you received the recommended doses of that vaccine. 

NHS Test and Trace will contact you to let you know that you have been identified as a contact and check whether 

you are legally required to self-isolate. If you are not legally required to self-isolate, you will be provided with advice 

on testing and given guidance on preventing the spread of COVID-19. Even if you do not have symptoms, you will be 

advised to have a PCR test as soon as possible. 

Any member of the household who is aged 18 years and 6 months or over and has only received one dose of 

COVID-19 vaccine or has not received any dose of the COVID-19 vaccination will still be required to self-isolate as 

household contact of a someone with COVID-19 symptoms awaiting testing and someone who has tested positive 

for COVID-19. Please read the stay at home guidance which provides information on this.  

Household members who are not exempt from isolation as close contacts should not go to work, 

school/college/childcare/education setting or public areas, and exercise should be taken within the home. If you 

require help with buying groceries, other shopping or picking up medication, or walking a dog, you should ask friends 

or family. Alternatively, you can order your shopping online and medication by phone or online. Household members 

staying at home for 10 days will greatly reduce the overall amount of infection the household could pass on to 

others in the community. 

You could be fined if you do not self-isolate following a notification by NHS Test and Trace. You may be entitled to a 

one-off payment of £500 through the NHS Test and Trace Support Payment scheme if you are required to stay at 

home and self-isolate or you are the parent or guardian of a child who has been told to self-isolate.  

Those who are clinically extremely vulnerable should be supported to minimise their contact with other people in 

the household during this period, regardless of whether others have symptoms or not. 

Instructions for household contacts who are not required to self-isolate from 16 August 

Even if you are vaccinated, you can still be infected with COVID-19 and pass it on to others. If you are identified as a 

contact of someone with COVID-19 but you are not required to self-isolate, you can help protect others by following 

the guidance on how to stay safe and help prevent the spread. As well as getting a PCR test, you may also consider: 

 limiting close contact with other people outside your household, especially in enclosed spaces 

 wearing a face covering for those aged 11 and over in crowded places such as school/college/public 

transport 

 limiting contact with anyone who is clinically extremely vulnerable 

 taking part in regular LFD testing 
 

You should follow this advice while the person in your household with COVID-19 is self-isolating. 
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If you are a health or social care worker or a student undertaking a work placement   who has been identified as a 

household contact and are exempt from self-isolation, there is additional guidance available that you should follow 

to reduce the risk of spread of COVID-19 in these settings. 

If you develop symptoms at any time, even if these are mild, self-isolate immediately, arrange to have a COVID-

19 PCR test and follow the guidance for people with COVID-19 symptoms. 

For most people, coronavirus (COVID-19) will be a mild illness. 

If your child does develop symptoms, you can seek advice from the nhs.uk website at 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/check-if-you-have-coronavirus-symptoms/. If you are 

concerned about your child’s symptoms, or they are worsening you can seek advice from NHS 111 at 

https://111.nhs.uk/ or by phoning 111. 

How to stop coronavirus (COVID-19) spreading  

There are things you can do to help reduce the risk of you and anyone you live with getting ill with coronavirus 

(COVID-19): 

 get vaccinated – everyone aged 18 and over can book COVID-19 vaccination appointments now and 16-17 

year olds are being offered 1 dose of the vaccination by 23 August 

 wash your hands with soap and water or use hand sanitiser regularly throughout the day  

 cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or your sleeve (not your hands) when you cough or sneeze 

 put used tissues in the bin immediately and wash your hands afterwards 

 meet people outside and avoid crowded areas 

 open doors and windows to let in fresh air if meeting people inside 

 wear a face covering if aged 11 and over when it's hard to stay away from other people – particularly indoors 

or in crowded places 

 participate in twice weekly LFD testing following national guidelines (recommended for 11 years and over). 

We encourage you to log your results here: https://www.gov.uk/log-test-site-covid19-results 
Further Information 

Further information is available at https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/  
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