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Are you a STEM Ambassador or 

Do you work in a STEM Industry/Company?
The students would love to invite more industry professionals to see their

 projects on display at the 2nd Annual Ivanhoe 

S.T.E.A.M. Show 
on Thursday 22nd February

If you would like to find out more or would like some information sent to your 
company please email

d.deacon@ivanhoe.co.uk

You can read all about last year’s fantastic S.T.E.A.M. Show winners here. 

If your child has registered to take part in the show, please could you ensure 
that they are on track to complete their project, and that they inform staff 

about any further equipment or help they might need.
We have managed to secure sponsorship from Rolls Royce for this year’s show 

and so there are some great prizes for the winners.  

Year 9 Options
All Year 9 parents should now have received an email/MyEd message about 
the Year 9 options.
A reminder that the deadline for applications is 26th February 2018. 
Applications will only be considered after this closing date.
If you would like your child to be supported in filling in a paper copy then 
please email Mrs Allford (a.allford@ivanhoe .co.uk) or Miss Hayward 
(c.hayward@ivanhoe.co.uk) and we can support you with this. Please be 
advised this may have to be done during lunch or after school in order to give 
your child the best support possible.

See these links for more information. 
Ashby School Website
Options booklet (digital copy)
Options Evening Presentation
Online application form
You will find extra information about how to 
complete this form in the presentation.
Course/option queries: Please email Mr Staniforth at 
g.staniforth@ashbyschool.org.uk

Don’t forget we 
break up for half 
term on Friday 

9th February and 
return to school 

Monday 19th 
February.

http://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/news/ivanhoe-s-t-e-a-m-show
http://www.ashbyschool.org.uk/
http://www.ashbyschool.org.uk/uploads/files/Options%20booklet%20NEWEST%20VERSION.pdf
http://www.ashbyschool.org.uk/uploads/files/Y10%20parents%20induction%202018.pdf
https://options.ashbyschool.org.uk/options/welcomepic2013.php


My Ed Update
We need your help!

Last year we invested in the MYEd Communication App to improve our two 
way communication between parents and the school. 

 Feedback tells us that this has been a big success. In particular parents have 
told us they are finding it easier to inform the school about absences, and 
keep track of messages from the school which are stored in the app. Teachers 
have found it really beneficial for sending out reports and trip consent forms.
Training is taking place so that teachers and departments can contact parents 
individually about their child. 

However, as the app has become embedded, and usage continues to grow, 
this has highlighted a cost issue for the school.

When a parent receives a message through the app the school does not 
pay for this message. However, if a parent does not have the app they will 

automatically receive an SMS message, which costs the school 6p per text. 

In the past year this has equated to costs of OVER £5,000. 

We are still committed to using MYEd as the benefits are so great, but we need your help to 
reduce this cost and to free up the money for other projects to benefit the students. 

We believe a high portion of this cost can be saved if both parents or carers in 
a family download and register for the app. The biggest cost for messaging is to 
families where only one parent has got the app.

PLEASE CAN WE ASK ALL PARENTS 
OF IVANHOE STUDENTS TO 
DOWNLOAD MYEd ASAP?

Key benefits for parents include:
• Being able to sync term dates to your online 

calendar
• Being able to make direct contact with school 

through the app, including reporting absences or 
messaging departments.

• Receive and store all messages from school 
within the app rather than on your phone. 

• Being able to keep up to date with your child’s 
attendance, achievements and behaviour points.

• Being able to use the app as a portal to Wisepay and Moodle.
• Being able to complete and submit forms such as school trip consent forms through the app.
• Be able to receive your child’s school report through the app.
• Being able to read the latest school news directly through the app.

IF YOU CHANGE YOUR CONTACT NUMBER PLEASE 
LET THE SCHOOL KNOW SO WE CAN UPDATE OUR 

SYSTEM. THE MYED APP WILL NOT LINK WITH 
A STUDENT IF WE DO NOT HOLD A MATCHING 

MOBILE NUMBER



Student Council News
On Thursday January 25th the Student Council met to put the finishing touches to the 
Student Led Fundraiser which will take place on Friday 9th February. 

The students need to raise a few thousand pounds for the  outdoor seating area that 
they have chosen. As part of the fundraising campaign the students are canvassing 
local businesses for donations and they have also set up a GoFundMe Page. This is 
what the Student Council have to say......

We, the student council, are running a fundraising campaign to help provide outdoor seating 
and new learning areas. We are kickstarting our campaign with a fundraising day which will 
include: a non uniform day, bake-off sale raffle and a tombola on the 9th February.

The final total needed will exceed the money made by our charity day so we would very 
much appreciate all your donations!!

This is why we need your donations:

Round Picnic Table : £589 each
Heavy Duty Picnic Table : £535 each
Octagonal Picnic Table : £595 each
Outdoor Covered Area : £5000

Buying and landscaping better seating areas on the 
playground will allow us as students more time 
with friends at lunchtime. This would benefit us in 
the long term as we will be able to improve and develop our social skills which will help us 
in our future jobs and careers. Having accessible seating areas outside would also encourage 
students to spend more time outside- to make Ivanhoe an even healthier and happier place 
to be. Finally, the seating area could also be used as an outdoor learning area ‘outdoor 
classroom’ to enhance our education and love of learning. 

Please help us with our campaign! 

Thanks
Student Council

If you wish you can make a donation to the campaign by visiting 
https://www.gofundme.com/ivanhoecollege-studentcouncil, or sending a 

donation into school.
We are also still collecting raffle and tombola prizes for the charity day on Friday 

9th February.

https://www.gofundme.com/ivanhoecollege-studentcouncil


Next week the theme of our student assemblies will be Safer Internet Day. As a school we are very conscious of the 
pressures young people face online and in both Computing and Lifeskills lessons we work with students to help them 
understand the dangers and benefits of the internet. 
February half term is an ideal opportunity, while the weather is still bad, to get involved with a couple of the
 #saferinternetday ‘Quick Actvities’. 

Digital Dusting
Use this Safer Internet Day as a chance to 

clear out from your online accounts any old 

posts you don’t want online anymore, or any 

contacts you no longer wish to have. It’s also a 

great time to go through your privacy settings 

and deactivate any old accounts. You can find 

more informationon all of these settings at
www.saferinternet.org.uk/safety-tools

Managing your time online
According to Ofcom’s annual Media Use and Attitudes Report, 
in 2017 young people between the ages of 11-15 spent on 
average 20 hours and 48 minutes online each week. This time 
could be spent doing anything from entertainment, to finding 
things
out or communicating with others. However, we all have our 
own triggers to tell us when we have spent too long online. 
These might be physical things happening to our bodies like 
headaches or sore backs, changes to our moods or even 
noticeable changes to the device itself like reduced battery or 
overheating.
Discuss what happens to you when you know you’ve been 
online for too long; create a list of ideas for what you can do, 
and another for how the device itself can help,e.g.:You could – 
set time limits, speak to someone, take regular breaks etc.
Your device could – be charged downstairs, avoid using devices 
at mealtimes, use night time modes and settings where 
available

You can see more
 information on our 

website 
by clicking here

http://www.saferinternet.org.uk/safety-tools
http://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/news/safer-internet-day-2018


On the 22nd of January the Science department took 155 of our year 8 
students to Birmingham’s Science museum – Think Tank.
It was a fantastic day out and allowed the students to interact with 
hands on activities and exhibits that are 

closely linked to the curriculum this year – including combustion, 
recycling and the body systems.

“My favourite bit of the day was making the robot play the drums 
as it’s not every day I get to program a robot.”

“I really enjoyed the section with the interactive body and loved 
seeing the real human brain!”

Our students also had an expert led session on Forensic 
Investigators, where the students had the chance to take their 
own fingerprints, and pretend to be forensic scientists, putting 
clues together to solve the jewellery heist.

“I enjoyed working through the evidence and working out who 
did it.”

The students had a brilliant time and the feedback 
from the Think Tank staff was about how engaged 
and polite our students are and how they are a 
credit to our school!

Enrichment Day Science Trip



"On Monday 22nd January, year 9 Ash students travelled to Beaumanor 
Hall for their enrichment day with the PE Department. Beaumanor 
Hall is a Victorian manor house just outside Loughborough which 
offers outdoor learning experiences providing physically and mentally 
challenging experiences that encourage team-working, leadership and 
self-motivation.
 
The students had a choice of one of three activities; high ropes course, 
climbing & abseiling or bridge building, and they all completed a team 
challenges session. Team Challenges uses a number of exciting physical 
and mental games/puzzles primarily to bring out problem-solving, 
leadership and team-working abilities. Bridge building explores skills in 
structural engineering, rope/knot work, teamwork, physical balance and 
movement to design, build and test bridges that span a small stream. Safe 
to say there were a few wet students after this activity! The high ropes 
and climbing activities provide a more technical and specific skill-based 
environment where pupils can challenge themselves physically and 

mentally to overcome fears and achieve self-confidence and self-worth.

 
Year 9 showed great teamwork during this day, helping each other to 
overcome fear and thinking outside the box to solve problems. A great  

day had by all."

French Penpals
The students  have recently received some cards from 
our exchange school, College Saint Gregoire in Pithiviers. 

The cards include descriptions of Christmas and New 
Year celebrations in France, where the social convention 
is to send family and friends your best wishes in early 
January.

Enrichment Day P.E. Trip



SPORTS FIXTURES

School Improvement News
We are pleased to share with you the latest school 
improvements made to our ICT equipment.

In the graphics suite our ICT support team and facilities 
team spent the Christmas break recycling furniture and 
reconfiguring the room to create a better working layout 
for the students. New computer programmes bring us in 
line with those used by AShby School which will ensure a 
smooth transition for those students who want to study 
graphics at GCSE. In addition we have installed 2 3D 
printers for the students to use in their design projects. 

In our ICT suites we have invested in new (refurbished) computers and larger scale screens  to improve 
the speed and performance of the ICT equipment for the students. 

Cross Country News
On Saturday 13th January the County Cross 
Country team took part in a competitions at 
Rawlin’s Academy.

In the photo Joe Stretton, Iona Dring, Lucy 
McDermott, Isabel Edwards, Lucy Morrison, 
Oliver Rowles, Max Potter, Harrison Dring, 
Sam Haines, Will Sewell.

Overall our team came 5th, Boys team came 
6th and the Girls came 3rd.

Well done everyone who took part. 

DATE SPORT YEAR HOME/
AWAY

OPPOSITION

5TH FEB BOYS 
BASKETBALL

7 AWAY RAWLINS
ACADEMY

27TH 
FEB

GIRLS 
HOCKEY

7/8 HOME MIXED

8TH 
MARCH

BOYS RUGBY 7 AWAY LOUGHBOROUGH 
GRAMMAR

8TH 
MARCH

BOYS RUGBY 7, 8/9 HOME IBSTOCK

8TH 
MARCH

GIRLS 
FOOTBALL

7, 8/9 HOME IBSTOCK

14TH 
MARCH

GIRLS 
FOOTBALL

7,8/9 HOME NEWBRIDGE

14TH 
MARCH

BOYS RUGBY 7,8/9 HOME NEWBRIDGE

15TH 
MARCH

HOCKEY 9 HOME MIXED - TEAM 
LEICESTERSHIRE 
FINAL



Ivanhoe Term Dates -  Reminder
Please only use the Ivanhoe School Website to check term dates for this school. 
Google and Local Authority web pages cannot be guaranteed to have the correct 
information and this has caused confusion for some families. Thank you. 

 

Date Event
1st February Year 8 ASH Parent’s Evening
4th February Belgium Battlefield Trip
6th February Year 8 ELM Parent’s Evening
8th February Teen Booster Vaccination Yr 9

9th February Student Led Fundraiser- Non Uniform
9th February Break Up for Half Term

19th February 1st Day Back after Half Term
22nd February S.T.E.A.M. Show
27th February Enrichment Day 5

1st March World Book Day - Costume Day
2nd March World Book Day - Bake Off Day
6th March Plas Gwynant 
7th March Year 7 Ash Parent’s Evening

14th March Year 7 ELM Parent’s Evening
16th March Ashby Liaison Concert
21st March Enrichment Day 6
23rd March Sports Relief Charity Day
23rd March Ski Trip
23rd March Break Up for Easter Holiday

E v e n t s  C a l e n d a r

Is a term time holiday really worth it?
If your child has between 96% and 100% attendance at Key Stage 3 and 4, they have a 73% chance of gaining 5 GCSEs 
at grade 9-4 (formerly grade A*-C) including Maths and English,

If your child has between 80%-90% attendance at Key Stage 3 and 4, they have a 35% chance of gaining 5 GCSEs at 
grade 9-4 (formerly grade A*-C) including Maths and English.

Those who leave school without 5 GCSEs at grade 9-4 including Maths and English will, on average, earn at least 20% 
less than those that do throughout their lifetime. 


