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Message from the Principal

As we come to the end of the Autumn Term, we can all reflect on our many 
achievements and successes so far this year. Every day I continue to be inspired 
by the students and my colleagues and all that they do together to make Ivanhoe 
such a fantastic and special school. Students and staff have worked incredibly 
hard during the term, with such a range of superb learning experiences and a 
huge variety of enrichment and extra-curricular activities.

As a community we have also found time to think deeply about issues in 
assemblies and Tutor Groups and to create opportunities for thinking of others 
and giving back through our charity fundraising and donations to the Ashby 
Foodbank. All the activities and achievements since September continue 
to highlight how impressive our students are with their energy, talent and 
enthusiasm. The commitment and dedication of our staff is shown in our many 
successes this year.

We say farewell to Mr Sidwells, English Subject Leader, at the end of this term 
and wish him well in his new role in Wales. We are delighted that Mrs Clemons 
has been appointed to take over in this role and we welcome Mrs Coker to the 
English teaching team for next term.

From all at Ivanhoe 



I would like to say thank you to all our staff and students for their hard work 
throughout the term, and thank you also for the support we receive from 
parents and carers in making a difference to so many young lives. 

Finally I would like to wish all students and parents, from all the staff and 
governors of the school, a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

Our new term begins on Tuesday 9th January and we look forward to seeing 
our students return refreshed and eager to learn in the New Year. There is a 
reminder in this newsletter about our procedures in severe weather conditions 
should we need to close and the most up to date information will always be 
shown on our website.

Anne-Marie Blewitt - Principal

Uniform Update
With the recent bad weather we did allow some discretion with uniform, in particular footwear. However, we will be 
reminding students that on the return to school in January we will be expecting our usual high standards of uniform. 
Overwhelmingly our students look incredibly smart and, although young people may complain about the constraints 
of a uniform policy, we are confident that it helps all students to feel proud of belonging to a successful school and to 
strive for excellence in their learning and all activities. 

The up-to-date Uniform Policy and examples can be found on our website: www.ivanhoe.co.uk/info/uniform. 
Ivanhoe College staff and Governors are keen to work with parents where there are any queries or concerns about 
uniform matters. Please contact your child’s Form Tutor or SLT House Link in the first instance

We would ask that families assess over the holidays whether skirts are now too short, or trouser have become too 
tight or short and arrange for appropriate replacements.

PROCEDURE FOR SCHOOL CLOSURE 
IN THE EVENT OF SNOW 

Obviously, we have already had to ,make the decision to close the school this term due to snow. Here is a reminder 
of the procedure we follow. If anyone had issues with receiving messages please let us know

Should we take the decision to close the school for health and safety reasons in the event of heavy snow or 
dangerous icy conditions, the decision will be announced immediately in the following ways: 

• The Ivanhoe College website – there will be a message on the front page. Please remember to refresh your web 
page at regular intervals. 
• We will also send a text message to all parents whose mobile phone numbers are on our system 

Any decision to close will not be taken lightly. We will always do our best to remain open. In taking the decision the 
following guidance from Leicestershire County Council will be followed: 
• Health and Safety - will remaining open constitute a significant risk to pupils and/or staff? 
• Availability of staff - has the severe weather meant that a significant number of staff have been unable to attend 
making it impossible to open? 

Please note also that our school contract buses are all joint contracts with Ashby School and 
therefore decisions about these services will usually be taken jointly with the Headteacher of 
Ashby School. 
Thank you to all parents/carers for your continued support.

http://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/uniform


Student Council News
The December meeting of the student Council was so productive. Following the last 
meeting SLT have agreed that the students can run a fundraising day in aid of the new 
outdoor seating areas. This charity day will take place in February.

Students have split themselves into teams; Event Coordinator Team who will plan, and 
also report back progress to SLT, Marketing Team who will advertise and promote the day 
to students and Community Fundraising Team who will be approaching local businesses for additional sponsorship. 

The plan so far is to have a non-uniform day, a cake sale or bake-off event, and they are investigated having a bring and 
buy, or raffle event if people will donate unwanted Christmas gifts in the new year. They have also asked our Display 
Coordinator, Mrs Wildgoose to create a totaliser to monitor their fundraising progress.

Secondly, the School Governors had asked the School Council to evaluate 
Ivanhoe’s Vision Statement and give some Grows and Glows from a 
student perspective.

There was lots of great feedback, and generally they thought the ideas 
represented in the vision were good, but they needed a student friendly 
version. Earth house said their should be extra emphasis placed on the 
schools respect and diversity. Air thought maybe a new strapline that 
reflects the uniqueness of each student would be good. Finally Fire 
House again thought that a student friendly  version would be great and 
they even had a go at writing their own version. 

Before the next meeting 
a number of the student 
council will be meeting with 
Mr Bellmore to look at our 
Pro-social and anti bullying 
strategies. The next meeting 
will be on 15th January.



Christmas Fun at Ivanhoe
Christmas Lunch

A huge thank you to our catering staff who 
managed to serve up a fabulous 400 Christmas 
lunches on Wednesday 7th December.

Students and staff were treated to a full turkey 
dinner with all the trimmings – roast turkey, 
sausages, stuffing, two types of potato, 
roast parsnips, sprouts, cranberry and gravy, 
followed by either Christmas pudding or yule 
log for dessert. 

Thank you to our catering and facilities teams for making the 
Christmas lunch such a success.

£646 raised



C H R I S T M A S 
C O N C E R T

Thank you to all the families who supported our 
Christmas Concert this year. It was a wonderfully 
festive programme and although our numbers were 
depleted from previous years we are sure you will 
agree they sounded fantastic. 
It was lovely to see some of our ex students also 
performing on the night. 
You can see videos from the evenings performances 
on our youtube channel by clicking here. 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLUKPoypP9bpMTbVd4xWajguDhSfhKRJpY


London Trip - 23rd Nov
There was a packed agenda for our 2 
day London Experience Trip this year.  
40 year 7 students took in the sights of 
Piccadilly Circus, Trafalgar Square, the 
Mall, Buckingham Palace, Westminster 
Abbey, the Houses of Parliament and 
Tower Bridge.  They also experienced 
the London Dungeon,  cruised down 
the River Thames, took in breath 
taking views from the London Eye and 
finished off with a visit to a Christmas 
Market.  Phew!  Students behaviour 
was impeccable and they were a credit 
to Ivanhoe College.

Mrs Gray, Mrs Clemons, Mr Perkins, 
Mrs Cashmore & Mr Colcombe

Thank you to the St Phillips Centre for 
returning with their popular Humanities 

Roadshow for our Year 7 Enrichment 
Day. This year we are one of  83 schools 

they have worked with. 



Year 9 Careers Fair

This term our Year 9 students have been engaged in careers education to help them make informed choices for 
their Key Stage 4 studies at their chosen Upper School.  As part of this, students have been looking at potential 
careers options.  

To support this process, we were lucky enough to greet a number of volunteers from a range of career 
backgrounds who gave their time to speak with our Year 9 students about their work and their various careers 
paths.  Students met people from the healthcare, business, academic research and creative sectors, with roles 
varying from engineering to clinical psychology.

Our visitors were impressed with the level of interest shown by our students and by the questions they asked 
them and with some of the advanced technical and work-related skills our students possess.  One of our 
university-based visitors commented, ‘Can I just say how fantastic and well-mannered the Ivanhoe students 
were. There were some very interesting discussions during the talks and questions afterwards’ 

One student said, ‘I wasn’t expecting that job to be so varied,’ and another said ‘I learned a lot in that 20 
minutes!’  Staff enjoyed the event as much as the students, with many commenting on how much they had 
learned, as well as how impressed they had been with the students they were with for the event. 

Well done, Year 9 and ‘Thank you’ to parents/carers and friends and family who helped make the event such a 
success!

Play in a Day - 
Enrichment Day

The Year 8’s had a great time on 
Enrichment Day putting together, 
‘A Play in a Day’, of a Christmas 
Carol. They even created their own 
props and costumes.  

You can see videos of the final 
performance on our You tube 
Channel by clicking here.

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLUKPoypP9bpOK45L2DV-_obVDH25WeS4y


Christmas Card Competition 2017

Congratulations to our Overall Winners - from Earth House

Deer Card - Amelia Hope Year 9

Bauble Card - Tamzin Ainsworth Year 8

This year we ran an Inter-house competition to design our card to be sent out to local schools 
and businesses. The standard was very high this year, and as well as the winners for each house 
we had prizes for notable mentions too. We hope they make you feel as festive, as they did us. 

Air House Winner
Amie Drummond

Year 8

Fire House Winner
Madeleine Warburton

Year 8

Water House Winner
Jess Pole 

Year 9



I v a n h o e  U n d e r  5 ’s
C h r i s t m a s  Pa r t y



Manchester City Football Development Tour

“At the end of November, the Ivanhoe College PE department took 53 of our committed school football players 
on a once in a lifetime football development tour to Manchester City FC. During this 3 day tour, students received 
three 90 minuted training sessions with fully qualified Manchester City Academy coaching staff at the state of the 
art training facility, the City Football Academy. 
Students were treated like professionals on arrival with 
the staff ready to meet us off the coach in the morning, no 
matter what time we arrived. They were escorted to their 
changing rooms, where their Manchester City community 
training kit was hung up ready for them, exactly as it would 
be for the first team players, and then taken away to be 
laundered after their session. We received tickets to watch 
the Manchester City vs Southampton premier league game 
on our first evening of the trip. This was a fantastic game 
that ended in a 2-1 late victory for Manchester, to the 
annoyance of the many United fans we had travelling with 
us!

On day 2, after our second training session, we had a behind the scenes tour of the Etihad Stadium, Manchester 
City’s home ground, to see what it is like as a player before game time. From this we went on to play our friendly 
fixture of the tour against a local school called the Manchester Health Academy. Playing on their less than 6 week 
old 4G pitches, we came out of this fixture with mixed results against strong opposition of which some even 
played in the English Schools League. Well done to the year 9 boys team for winning their match!

Day 3 saw our final training session at the CFA in the 
morning, with a small surprise for the two girls we 
had travelling with us as two of the Manchester City 
Women’s First Team, Claire Emslie and Jane Ross, took 
time out of their training to come and say hello and take 
a photo. After this session we ended the tour with a bit 
of sporting history, taking a trip around the National 
Football Museum. 

It was a fantastic, if slightly chilly, 3 days away and a big 
well done to all of the students who attended the trip, 
representing Ivanhoe with a great attitude as always.”



Ivanhoe Term Dates -  Reminder
Please only use the Ivanhoe School Website to check term dates for this school. 
Google and Local Authority web pages cannot be guaranteed to have the correct 
information and this has caused confusion for some families. Thank you. 

 

Date Event
22nd December Last Day of School Finish 2.20pm

9th January Back to School
16th January Year 9 Options Evening for Ashby School
22nd January Enrichment Day 4
1st February Year 8 ASH Parent’s Evening
4th February Belgium Battlefield Trip

12th February Half Term

E v e n t s  C a l e n d a r

CHRISTMAS JUMPER  
      APPEAL

If anyone has Christmas jumpers they 
have grown out of, our SEN department 
would love to give them a new home 
ready for next year’s Christmas Jumper 
Day!

Please send to Mrs Johnson.

Thank you to 
everyone who bought 
poppies in school. We 

raised £330.


