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At Ivanhoe we strive to prepare our students for life outside of education. This 
may be teaching them about keeping safe when learning about e-safety, it may 
be giving them opportunities for careers guidance that will help shape their 
decisions for the future, or it may be teaching them about important social 
issues such as Homelessness.

Next week we are delighted to welcome Zest Theatre Company who will be 
performing the play ‘Until It’s Gone’ to our year 9 students as part of their 
Lifeskills education. 

‘Until It’s Gone’ is a hard-hitting production for 13 -18 year olds based on the 
true-life stories of homeless young people. Now in its ninth year of touring, the 
show has been performed over 600 times to more than 70,000 young people 
across the country.

Each year 75,000 young people aged 16 – 24 face some form of homelessness in 
the UK. That’s a big number to imagine, so if you break it down it equates to 1 in 
every 100 young people – how many of our young people could this be?

‘Until It’s Gone’ focuses on the realities of being homeless, and the impact this 
can have on their lives. The production aims to educate young people on the 
issues that can lead to homelessness, increase knowledge of the realities of 
homelessness and signpost young people to the services and support available.

Zest Theatre Company have devised the production to be relevant to young 
people whilst being appropriate to the school environment. Please be aware 
the serious nature of the issues faced are reflected in the carefully selected yet 
challenging language and content used in the performance.

In the next newsletter we will include some feedback from students about the 
performance.



Is a term time holiday really worth it?
If your child has between 96% and 100% attendance at Key Stage 3 and 4, they have a 73% chance 
of gaining 5 GCSEs at grade 9-4 (formerly grade A*-C) including Maths and English,

If your child has between 80%-90% attendance at Key Stage 3 and 4, they have a 35% chance of 
gaining 5 GCSEs at grade 9-4 (formerly grade A*-C) including Maths and English.

Those who leave school without 5 GCSEs at grade 9-4 including Maths and English will, on average, 
earn at least 20% less than those that do throughout their lifetime. 

Attendance Rewards
Even if your child does not have 100% attendance for this term, if they attend 
every day from 23rd January  to 10th February they will be entered into a prize 
draw.

• 20 students will win a one day non uniform pass

• 1 student will win a £20 Amazon voucher

LEAVE OF ABSENCE INCLUDING HOLIDAYS

New government guidelines, which came into effect on 1st September 2013, prevent Head Teachers from 
granting any leave of absence during term time, unless there are exceptional circumstances. For example, a 
leave of absence for a family holiday does not fall under the category of ‘exceptional circumstances’ and as such 
would be recorded as unauthorised.  



Parent Drop In
Thursday 23rd February 2017

8:30-9:30am
• Want to chat to someone face to face about your 

child?
• Want to share feedback but not sure who to send it to?
• Want to know more about something but unsure who to ask?

 
Then come along to our parent drop in session on Thursday, 23rd February 2017. Staff will 
be available in the Coffee Bar from 8:30-9:30am to answer your questions/ chat about all 
things related to Ivanhoe. If we can’t answer it then and there; we’ll know someone who 
can!

No appointment necessary, just pop in at any time during that hour.
 

We look forward to seeing you.

S a f e r  I n t e r n e t  D a y  2 0 1 7

For Safer Internet Day (7th Feb) this year we have a number of activities planned 
for students, which include:

• We will be speaking with students in assembly about the theme of S.I.D. 
2017; which is sharing of images across the internet and mobile networks.
• Form Groups will be creating an emoji with positive messages to celebrate the day. 
• Students will also be able to complete a quiz for Interhouse related points.

In addition we are launching a new e-Safety course for Parents, developed specifically for the parents of Ivanhoe by 
Mr Thornewill, who is a CEOP ambassador. The course will be accessible on the Parent Page in Moodle as well as top 
menu link on Moodle. 

All parents who complete the online course before the start of the Easter Break will be entered into a prize draw to 
win a £20 gift card.

We hope that this course will help parents understand more about how to keep your child safe online, as well as help 
you talk, with confidence,  to your child about e-safety issues. 



We are now two weeks in the first Cubase Community Composition Project.  Students have been working with parents 
or in competition against each other to see who can create the best composition.  So far parents and students have 
had the opportunity to compose Rock and Dubstep music and are focusing on their own choice of genre for the 
remaining three weeks.  Music composed will be available to download from NIMBIT at the end of the sessions.  If you 
want to sign up for the next session please contact Mr Cubitt c.cubitt@ivanhoe.co.uk

 
FAME - Lead roles and chorus members have been now been cast and rehearsals are underway.  
Performances will be in the first week back after the Easter break.  Look out for more information 
about tickets nearer the time.

Instruments - We are always grateful for donations of instruments that you no longer use. 
These can be used in lessons or passed onto students starting to learn a new instrument.

Recording Studio - We are currently trying to create a recording studio at Ivanhoe 
College.  If you have any professional knowledge/experience or would like to make a 
donation to help us achieve our goal of a working recording studio for students to record 
their work/demos please get in touch with Mr Cubitt.

Thank you for all your support.
Mr Cubitt 
Subject Leader for Music

MUSIC DEPARTMENT NEWS



English Enrichment Day
At our Enrichment Day on 18th January Year 7 Elm students learned all about ‘Comedy’ in a variety of sessions. 
In Drama students worked in small groups to act out scenes from Pantomimes to learn about comic timing. They 
performed them back to each other to gain feedback on their performances. 

In another session students looked at comic situations and 
stories and created comic strips on paper and on the ipads.

Modern Foreign Languages
Year 7 Ash students, shown here, are learning about the Welsh language, including the Welsh alphabet, from some of 

our Welsh speaking staff; Mr Rhys-Bowen and Mrs Hellier.



Inspirational Careers Advice for Year 9 Students.
We were delighted to welcome a host of visitors to Lifeskills lessons this week 
to talk to students about their careers. 
The speakers came from a wide variety of industries including engineering, 
construction, childcare, the arts, the armed forces and many more. 

By talking to students about their personal backgrounds, as well as the 
industries they work in, they helped students gain a greater understanding of 
the routes into their chosen careers, whether this be through work experience, 
apprenticeships or Higher Education, and gave them confidence to choose the 
right GCSE’s to achieve their dream jobs. Their advice also helped students 
understand what key skills and personal attributes they needed to be successful 
in the world of work and how they could develop these skills in and out of 

school.

Our visitors were impressed by the challenging questions our 
students came up with, and the maturity of the students. 
One speaker said, “This is the perfect age to start thinking 
about careers. I hope having folks like us explain about 
what’s out there makes it much less daunting”

Students learnt some valuable lessons too: 
“I’ve always loved photography; now I’ve realised with hard 
work and determination I could turn my hobby into a career”
“I learned the importance of being positive in all situations – 
it will make me more employable”
“I found out that languages and understanding other 
cultures is really important for work – especially if I 
want a job where I travel”

We are sure this will only be the first of our Careers 
Fairs.



Student Council News
Welcome to our first official edition of the Student Council News Page. We hope to include 
more details of our Student Council meetings, and the projects the Council Reps have 
been working on,  in each edition of the Ivanhoe Newsletter. Listening to the ‘Student 
Voice’ is important at Ivanhoe - we want them to highlight to us issues that are important 
to them, as well as bringing their unique viewpoints to problem solving. 

Student Council Meeting -19th January 2017
There was another fantastic turn out at the latest student council meeting. Discussions covered some hot topics that 
the students and staff have raised. 
Students worked in groups to come up with a poster designs to support our ‘Better Toilets Campaign’ 
Some students have volunteered to produce the posters which will be displayed around school soon.

There were some fantastic ideas from students in a brain storming sessions thinking about ideas for ‘Evening Events’ 
for students. They thought not only about what would be fun, and appealing for a wide range of students, but also 
considered the cost implications involved. Our reps are now taking this question back to form time to ensure all 
students have their thoughts and opinions heard, and the Senior Leadership Team will discuss the practicalities of the 
suggestions before setting the new timetable of events. 

Miss Howick, Student Council Mentor said, “Thanks to all the student council reps and house leaders for all your hard 
work so far, and a big thank you to Mr Buckley 
and Mrs Deacon for assisting at the meeting.” What’s working? - 

some feedback

• Food is good, dinner 
queues are getting 
shorter

• The Homework Bingo 
Credit scheme

• Uniform
• Less vandalism in toilets
• Nice teachers

Watch this space for news of our 
‘Seagull’ project, raising awareness 
of the issue and reducing litter 

around school.



Rotary Young Artist Competition 
REFLECTIONS

To enter: 
Produce a painting or drawing up to but no bigger than A2  (42 x 59 cm) on canvas or good 
quality paper.  (if you need materials please see one of the art teachers (Mrs 
Steel, Miss Vickers or Mr Genders)

The theme should be reflections. 
It could:
• Reflect ideas about our school, community or group of friends.
• Be a picture showing a reflective surface like a lake or glass. 
• Be about AWE and WONDER in nature and light (think sunsets, Ice, light through clouds or 

forests)

DEADLINE:  Friday the 24th of Feb – hand to Miss Vickers in D2 (science block)

Maths Enrichment Day - The Lobster Pot Game
As part of their Enrichment Day, Year 9 were looking at the idea of enterprise and 
risk VS return. To explore this we set the students up with a simulated business: 
lobster fishing. 
Over the course of one week students would decide whether to take a gamble and 
go for the high quality lobster and run the risk of losing their equipment, or play it 
safe but receive a smaller return. 

The weather (simulated by rolling a dice) would also play a big part in the activity 
and would need to be factored in when deciding their strategy for that day. How 
do you think you would do? Why not give it a go yourself…

Click here to get the resources to play the game.
(You will need a dice to determine the weather)

http://www.ivanhoe.co.uk/news/the-lobster-pot-game


P.E. DEPARTMENT NEWS
P.E. Enrichment Day - Year 9 Beaumanor Hall Trip

It was a freezing cold day, but the Year 9 Ash students threw themselves with enthusiasm into the activities on offer 
at Beaumanor Hall.  Designed to develop problem solving and teamwork skills the students took part in a high 
ropes course, climbing, abseiling, bridge building and team challenges. Staff were impressed with the way students 
developed their resilience, especially as quite a few students fell in the stream during bridge building.

Badminton Grant
We recently were granted £125 from the East Midlands Airport 
Sponsorship Fund. This will go towards covering costs for transport for the 
badminton team and the court hire at hood park for their home games. 

The East Midlands Airport Community Fund was established in April 2002 and since then over £850,000 has been 
awarded to over 1100 projects, to bring lasting benefit to the communities around the airport.
The Community Fund is managed independently by a Community Fund Management Committee that meets six 
times a year, and is open to community groups within a defined ‘area of benefit’ that meet certain criteria.
The Fund is currently supported by an annual donation of £50,000 from the airport and through the fines imposed 
when aircraft exceed our strict noise limits. 

Swimming Success
A huge well done to Year 8 students; Lucy Russell and Rebecca Hadley, 
and Year 9 Sophie Bennion, who represented the City of Leicester 
Swimming Club between the 2nd and 4th December 2016, at the short 
course Welsh Nationals in Swansea.

Share your news.
We love to hear about and share the achievements of our students 
in out of school activities. This could be a sporting achievement, a 
competition win, a special fundraising effort or anything else that 
makes you proud. We can’t promise to include everything in the 
newsletter, but will do our best.

email: d.deacon@ivanhoe.co.uk with details and any photographs, or 
share through your child’s form tutor.



 

Date Event
31st January YR9 Homelessness Theatre Production
2nd February YR9 Homelessness Production
3rd February NSPCC Charity Number Day - Non Uniform £1 and 

donation to the Ashby Foodbank.
5th - 9th February YR9 Belgian Battlefields Trip

7th February Safer Internet Day
10th February Break Up for Half Term
20th February School Opens
23rd February Parent Drop-In Session 8.30-9.30am

3rd March Enrichment Day 5
3rd March World Book Day - Details to follow

7th-10th March YR 9 Plas Gwynant Outdoor Pursuits Trip
8th March YR7 ASH Parent’s Evening 

14th March YR9 Booster Vaccination for Meningitis
21st March YR7 ELM Parent’s Evening
24th March Red Nose Day - Details to follow

Sports Fixtures
Date Sport Year Group H o m e /

Away Opposition

Tues 31st Jan Boys/Girls Hockey KS3 Away St Margarets
Tues 31st Jan Badminton KS3 Home South Charnwood

Weds 1st Feb B adminton(B oys 
Only) KS3 Home Castle Rock

Thurs 2nd Feb Boys Indoor Cricket 8/9 Away Mixed/Castle Rock

Thurs 9th Feb Boys Rugby 7/8/9 Home IbstockGirls Football 7/8/9
Weds 22nd Feb Sports Hall Athletics 7 Away Mixed/Castle Rock
Thurs 23rd Feb Boys Rugby 8/9 Home Market Bosworth
Tues 28th Feb Swimming Gala KS3 Away Ibstock

Ivanhoe Term Dates -  Reminder
Please only use the Ivanhoe School Website to check term dates for this school. 
Google and Local Authority web pages cannot be guaranteed to have the correct 
information and this has caused confusion for some families. Thank you. 

Events Calendar


