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With only 15 days left of this Academic Year, it is an exciting time for all of our students, 
with Activity Day, International Day and Sports Days all featuring on the programme 
before we finish for the Summer holidays.

• We have already celebrated the achievements of our Year 9 students at our Awards 
Evening, which you can read more about in this issue. We are confident that our 
students are now prepared and ready to move on to Ashby school and continue their 
academic and personal successes. The Year 9’s will also be getting their first real taste 
of life at Ashby School when they visit for transition days on 5th, 6th and 7th of July.

• The Summer Concert was another highlight of the term for students, parents and 
staff to enjoy. We hope that you will take some time to enjoy some of the videos of 
the performances on our website/ you tube channel.

• We will start to formally welcome the Year 6 students and their families with Welcome 
Evenings and Welcome Days for the new students. We are sure that our current 
students will do a wonderful job of being positive role models and helping Year 6 
students settle in smoothly to our fantastic Ivanhoe community.

• The Senior Leadership Team wanted to congratulate students on their behaviour 
during the exam period. All of the students took the opportunity to try their best and 
their conduct during the exams showed a great level of maturity.

• Even though we are approaching the 
end of the year, it is important for us to 
remind students that we still have the 
highest expectations in terms of attitude 
and uniform, and we thank you for your 
continued support in this.

• We welcome any feedback about the 
school, please forward any comments to: 
office@ivanhoe.co.uk

Anne-Marie Blewitt - College Principal



YEAR 9 AWARDS
On Tuesday 20th June we held our annual Awards Evening, recognising the achievements of our departing Year 9 
students. As well as presenting our ‘Subject Shield’ Trophies and our ‘Top Year 9’ Awards, the evening also celebrated 
the achievements of over 90 students who had received 5 or more nominations from their subject teachers. These 
were for a range of reasons including commitment and effort in a subject, progress made over time or attainment. 
Congratulations to them all. 

The Student House Leaders took the opportunity to share with 
everyone the things they had achieved this year, and how the 
opportunity had helped them grow as individuals and develop 
their skills. Mrs Blewitt spoke of success; “At Ivanhoe we are very
 proud of our academic achievements, but also the resilience of our
 students, the effort they put into learning, the commitment they
 show to extra curricular activities, their acceptance of diversity
 and their solidarity as a school community. These are all things 
that will see them continue to be successful as they move onto
 Ashby School and in life beyond.”

The Subject Shields were presented by the Subject Leaders to individuals who had excelled and showed outstanding 
commitment in each subject. One parent commented after the presentations that he was impressed with the 
genuine warmth of the speeches and how obviously committed the staff were to the students. This year’s Subject 
Shield Winners are:

The subject shield for French was sponsored by the Pithiviers Town 
Twinning Association and was presented by Councillor Jim Hoult, 

Mayor of Ashby. This will be an annual award and will be presented to 
one male and one female student. This year’s winners are:

                                                                                  French                              
                                                                     Cameron Toner & Sophie Starsmore

Computing
Patrick Warr & Charlotte Markley

Design
George Jackson

Drama 
Jenny Wells

English 
Kate Yeomans

Humanities
Reece Harris

Life Skills
James Hodgkinson

Mathematics
Toby Male

Music
Noah Phillips

Physical Education
Mia Blood- Schiffers

Science
Leah Ibbs



The final awards of the evening were introduced by Dr Paul Cook on behalf of the Ashby Hastings Rotary Club who 
sponsored these awards. Ivanhoe has a long standing relationship with the Rotary Club, annually we are involved in 
collecting for the Christmas Shoe Box Appeal as well as having supported a number of older people in the community 
through our ‘Silver Surfers’ Computing Club. 

Mr Greg Bellmore presented the 

Ivanhoe Resilience Award
for outstanding improvement to:

Keelan Bourne

Mrs Alison Allford presented the 

Outstanding All-Rounder Award to:
Elizabeth Shilton

Mrs Anne-Marie Blewitt presented

The Principal’s Award 
for the student making the most progress 
during their whole career at Ivanhoe to:

Matt Wainwright

We hope that you will enjoy some of the photos in our Newsletter, 
in addition parents and students involved in the evening can 
download photos from Moodle.





Student Council News
This Year’s Student Council met for the final time on Thursday 22nd June.

The meeting was an opportunity to reflect on what they had achieved during the year; 
the success of their campaigns to improve school meals and the toilets around school. 
The playground has been cleared of the dreaded seagulls and the Council have led a 
successful student planned charity event with the Alzheimers 
Balloon Release. 

As part of the meeting students were asked to ‘Glow and Grow’ 
about the Council’s first year. Glow and Grow are the terms we 
use for feedback in school. Glow is things that we have done 
well or succeeded at, Grow are things that need to be developed 
further or haven’t worked and need to change. The maturity 
of the students during the discussions was evident, as was 
their growth mindset. There was realisation that some of the 
things they had complained about at the start of the year were 
inevitable; like queues for dinners, but they were more focussed 
to challenge and improve things that could be changed.

We  also welcomed our new House 
Leaders who will form a core group of 
the student council next year.

Even though it was the last meeting, there was still work to 
be done. The Governors asked the student council to look 
at the school’s vision statements and strap line ‘Journey to 
Excellence’ and asked for their feedback on how we could 
develop a student friendly version. The students rose to the 
occasion and had some fantastic ideas. Overwhelmingly 
they thought the key areas of focus should be to celebrate 
the things we do brilliantly; in particular create a safe and 
supportive school environment, our respect for diversity, 
and a fantastic learning experience. Watch this space for 
further news as this project develops.

A huge thanks to all the students who have given their time 
to the Student Council this Year and for the difference they 
have made to the school community.



Ivanhoe Summer Festival
At Ivanhoe we are so proud of our talented students. This Summer our concert had a ‘Festival Theme’ and the range of 
performances was a wonderful opportunity to showcase their abilities; as musicians, singers, dancers and actors. 
It was also a fitting end for the Year 9’s and their time at Ivanhoe. Many have formed the core of our orchestra, choir 
and musical plays and they will be missed. 
You can see all the performances from the show on our website and you tube channel by clicking here.



Yr9 Dance Extra Information
The ticket price this year (whether paid for or redeemed 
with points) will include snacks and a drink. Additional 
drinks will be on sale at very reasonable costs.
 
Tickets will be issued to students on the afternoon of the 
prom. 
 
A reminder that no time off is allowed for ‘beauty’ 
appointments. Any medical appointments on the day will 
need to be verified with proof of appointment.
 
Ivanhoe uniform policy states no nail varnish or gel/ 
decorated nails. As a one off if students wish to have nails 
decorated they may purchase a one off nail pass for the 
week of 10th to 14th July with 50 house points. It must 
be purchased in advance.
 
There will be a professional photographer on the evening. 
Pictures can be paid for on the night (directly to the 
photographer at a cost of £6 for an 8” x 6” photo. These 
will be delivered to the school before the end of term. 
 
School photos will be available from moodle. 
 
Please aim to arrive at school as close to 7pm as possible.

BBC Music Day - National Assemble
On Thursday 15th June, a 1000+ kazoo orchestra from Ivanhoe 
performed ‘Mambo’ from Westside Story as part of the BBC Music 
Day National Assemble. Students and staff had practiced the 
performance in the week leading to the event. You can see a video 
of the performance by clicking here. 



Year 8 Survival Trip
On Friday 19th May 9 of our staff took an amazing 96 
students on what would be a gruelling but incredibly 
rewarding weekend to the Oxfordshire woodlands for 
this year’s Survival Skills Residential.

Rain was in the air as we arrived at Base Camp and 
that night we saw lots of it! Just as we were about sit 
down to eat our Spaghetti Bolognese, the heavens 
opened and the following hours were filled with heavy 
downpour, thunder and lightning. Huddled round the 

fire and eating our now watery tea, spirits remained high as we sang songs 
and answered riddles. 

As well as warmer and dryer weather, the next few days would see us 
learning about different types of flora and fauna, using knives to carve our 
own tent pegs, looking at different methods for starting a fire, constructing 
different shelters and even some emergency first aid! We were also given the 
opportunity to put these skills into practice and the chance to see how much 
we had learnt. Over the weekend, a big hit with the students was Predator: a 
game similar to hide and seek where the students, as hunters, had to try and 
use the natural environment to hide and make their way to the prey without 
being spotted. As the trip progressed our students became more and more acclimatised to the natural environment 
and although we had a few instances of homesickness, all of the students survived the weekend and came back 
stronger! One of our school foci for this year is resilience and this trip certainly offered lots of opportunities to 
develop it! We had many challenges including the weather, working with new people and unfamiliar food but all 96 
students rose to the challenge.

One of my personal highlights was the sing-off with the two camps competing in a series of repeat-after-me songs 
trying to outdo the other. The volume, drama and attitude of every student was electric! 

To help develop our team-working skills, we introduced an inter-tribe 
competition this year in the form of bug tokens. Mr Mills skilfully 
designed and created 231 miniature ladybird tokens that we then 
gave out to students over the weekend for showing team spirit, 
initiative and resilience, amongst other things. The competition 
heated up quickly, especially between the staff! It was a close call, 
but our winning team this year was Mr Mills and the Alpha Bears. 
Can he keep his winning streak going next year?

One of my biggest hopes is that all of our students take the woodland 
with them and that they keep exploring the natural world around 
them. This was the second year for this trip and I’m really proud to 
say that we nearly doubled in numbers from last year. The students 
were excellently behaved over the weekend and were commended 

for their teamwork and listening skills by the Bush-craft Co. Team. It was an absolute delight to see all the students 
(and staff) enjoying themselves so much, even if the lack of showers meant we were a bit smelly! Every single one 
of the students have made me extremely proud and I feel so very privileged to work with such an amazing group of 
young people. The whole staff team and I would like to say a huge Well Done for their adventurous spirit, their kind 
and funny nature and their courage and resilience that they all have in spades.

Mr A Stevenson - Trip Leader.



Quotes from some of the students: 
Sam says “Give it a go, it will be different and you never know if 
you’ll get another chance!”

Tom says: “In 20 year’s time, I want to remember sitting in the storm 
and then swimming in the freezing lake!”

“In 20 year’s time, I want to remember all of the teamwork and the 
relationships with all my old friends and new ones!”

Bodie simply said that “It’s ace!”. “You might go using your phone lots but you’ll come back not relying on it so 
much!”

More photos can be seen on our website by clicking here.

Click here to see pictures of acceptable uniform

If you have good condition uniform that has been outgrown, or your child 
is leaving Ivanhoe this year, please consider donating it to school. Items 

can be given to any members of staff or brought to reception. 

Many thanks in advance. 



 

Date Event
26th June Year 6 Welcome Evening for Houses Earth 6pm, Water 

7pm
27th June Year 6 Welcome Evening for Houses Fire 6pm, Air 7pm.
29th June Sports Day 1
30th June Sports Day 2
5th July International Day

5th -7th July Year 9 Induction Days at Ashby School
6th-7th July Year 6 Welcome Days

10th July Sports Presentation Evening
11th July All School Activity Day
12th July Year 9 Farewell Dance
14th July Last Day of Summer Term 2017

Ivanhoe Term Dates -  Reminder
Please only use the Ivanhoe School Website to check term dates for this school. 
Google and Local Authority web pages cannot be guaranteed to have the correct 

information and this has caused confusion for some families. Thank you. 

Events Calendar

Sports Days 2017
All students should wear their school PE Bottoms and 

a top in their house colour.
  
 
 Thurs 29th June     Friday 30th June
 Period 2 - YR8 Field Events   Period 2 - YR9 Track Events
 Period 3 - YR9 Field Events   Period 3 - YR7 Track Events 
 Period 4 - YR7 Field Events   Period 4 - YR8 Track Events
 Period 5 - Dance Festival    Period 5 - Closing Events & 
           Presentation

This is a great opportunity for any students who haven’t already represented their 
House this year. Students not competing will still go out and support their House 
mates.


